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the following Work is print-- . 3 
ed, was diſcovered, as the Title Page Y 
expreſſes it, among the Papers of a i 
Lady of Quality, not long ſince De- 
ceaſed. It was written in a Charae- 
ter which carried with it evident 
Marks of a Female Hand, and was- 
interlined in many Places; by which, 
and the frequent omiſſion of Words 
neceſſary to the compleating the Senſe, 
it ſhould ſeem to be © CAE deen 
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* 4 
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© "Its Bir Writer, and tam which s 


correct Copy was intended to be taken. 
Whether this was ever done is a ſe- 
cret- to the Editor. Some few Inſer- 
tions alſo ſhewed, that the Work Had 
yndergone a flight Reviſal and Addi- 
tion, many Years after it was firſt 


-. undertaken ; as Alluſions to Things, 


. n from, Authors, ſome- 


times occurred in them, which car- 
: nd Proofs of a more Modern Date, 


than that in which her Ladyſhip was 
abrgad, and even long after her re- 
turn to her Native ere N 


On the outſide covering \ was Writ- 
ten, in the fame Character, theſe 


Words: 8 . 


4 This Triflc w was begun at a Time 


4 5 10 When 1 had nothing better to do, 
* and carried op at Intervals of Lei- \ 
7 « re, _— I Was a voluntary Exile 


« from 


i 
ha. l 
v6 


NE To THE Rraprx. (i 1 
= from almoſt all I loved. The Ma- | 


« terials of which it is formed, I had 
© of the Counteſs of ------ who was 


«well acquainted with ſeveral of the 1 


Characters (particularly with thoſe 
« have endeavoured to conceal un- 


« der the name of Brightley) and at 25 


vVhoſe particular Requeſt it was 
“ undertaken.” N 


j 


This is all the information I am at 
Liberty to give. Whatever relates to 
the Manner in which the Manuſcript 
fell into my Hands, and of the ſuppoſ- 
ed Identity of its Author, muſt be 
left to the conjecture of the mm 
fitive Reader. 5 
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Page 40, line 2. for quivered, read quivering... 
—— $1, line 6, inſtead of I not, read I 4 not. 


— 202, line 6, from the bottom, for Sir William 


toaſted, read fir William ane day toaſted. 
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N the: FEY of loucelter: 
lived the widow of Ele. 3 
Brightley, whither ſhe. had r. C. 
_ tired on her hoſband's dereaſes camps: "_ 
nied by his ſiſter, * an ancient virgin, and oh 5 
— then ſir William, only five, years | f 
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Lay of Giſpetirion. Lady Brightley bon- 

tracted ſuch an unhappy melancholy on the: 7 
commencement of her widowhood (ſhe 
having a moſt tender and ſincere affection 
for fir Samuel) that the guardians of the 
young heir were prevailed upon, not to 
interfere in the management of him during. 
at leaſt, the firſt part of his minority, 
leſt the conſequence ſhould prove fatal 10 
her Jady ſhip's intellects. l 


® Miſs; or (more krrictly bee pro- 
0 "Mrs. Ann Brightley (as ſhe had 
honeſtly atcained-her forty-ninth year) was 
miſtreſs of every peculiarity of her peculiar 
condition, namely, cenſoriouſneſs, ſuper- 
flition, and à möſt unlimited thate of” prü- 
dery, affectation, and corioßty. She was, 


however, moſt unfeignedly attached to her 
ſiſter; and the young baronet was their 
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The regulation of his manners and 
judgment were aſſumed by his mother, as 
ber. undoubte #2 prefogatfe. - The forma: 
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tion of his morals, and inculcation of his 
religion, became the province of his aunt, 
ſhe having, © perſonally, undertaken that 
Important charge, at à period held in but 
licht eſtimation in this polite age, as evi 
dently appears from the too common prac- 
tice of ſponſors, in having repreſentarives, 
making the uſual tender to the nurſe, and 
paſling over every other particular of that 
ſolemn decent with 0 moſt en 
E Ie ! NON ae 202 At 
. 500 0 eine 
Fir William mchte was ha 
with a moſt. capacious mind, and innate 
thirſt after knowledge. His tender reaſon 
fought, by quick gradations, a folution of | 


many points totally diſregarded by his ſus __ - 


periors in age. He early began to enquire 
into the firſt cauſe of things, his own 
origin, and the director of events. At 
what period the ſun began to ſhine; 
and the ſource of its refplendence. By 
whom the ſtars were ranged and a 
and from whence the moon derived her 
variableneſs. His aunt bewildered his i ima» 
e by obſcuring, rather than ex- 5 

+, * 2 | FRO: 


plaining, to his capacity, qur lioutted con- 


ceptions of an all- glorious and all- creating 
Being; nor did he receive much more 
e in dee enquiries fm his mo- 
Pt 5 10 n W e onen Ns 1% 
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His Aer was Convert nor 80 
be be perſuaded, by all the wiſe lectures of 
Mrs. Ann, to confine it only to the un- 
ſottunate. If nature was frail, it deſerved. 
in his opinion, much allowance, and where 
the intention of the heart was not preme- 
ditately wicked, he inſiſted upon it, that 
events, however ertoneous or unhappy; 
ought to be judged with the utmoſt lenity. 
_ His- generofity' was unbounded, though 
not indliſcriminate, for he ever diſcounte- 
5 che unworthy, as he ever affiſted 
; and-encouraged the indigent worthy. His 
_ hoſpiality was an honour to himſelf and 

anceſtors; and his veracity irreproachable 
_ aid incortuptible. He was deep read in an 
Riſtory, long ſince ſuperannuated, amongſt 
the. witty, as well as the half. witted part 
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HEI HUN. R 
miſfion' 1 ſpenk it) from an abuſe of their 
talents, with the latter, from imitation. 
The beauty, the ſtrength and energy of 
the language, charmed and ſurpriſed him. 
the heart · convincing truths ſunk into his 
ſoul, and he ſeeretly adored, and openly 
acknowledged, his gteat Creator. He was. 


ſo extraordinary in his taſte (or rather, per- 8 


haps, in the opinion of many, ſo taſteleſsꝰꝰꝛ 
that dogs delighted him not, nor the ple - 
| ſores of the chaſe, yet tuo of thoſe ſaga. 
cious animals he chetiſbed, nay fed with 


tering with age, becauſe-a favourite of his 

father's, the other, for accidentally, (or in- 

ſinctively) : preſerving his life, ot: in 

n of Wu a e : 
Hagen ber 


5 0 cee. our young thera | 


his own hand, the one toothleſs, and a 


panion, ſollicited his r to ſeleR a 
tutor for him, not doubting but ſuch an 
Enes Tie weiden Dee able, 
Oy to ep! 5 e defiche 
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N ency he found in his own mind. Unfottu- 

„ nately, he was diſappointed in his expecta- 
tions; for his mother, from the apprehen- 
Fon of having her darling ſpirited from her 
apronſtring, would not permit à man of 
letters to come near him, but committed 


* 


him to the care of the curate of the pariſh, 
| (the good vicar deigning to vilit his pa- 
riſhoners but once a year) who was an ex- 
5 ceeding well- meaning perſon, but maſter 
of only a very limited capacity. The baro- 
net ſdon perceived his preceptor's inability 
aud difqualification for the taſk he had 
undertaken; but it was with an eye of con- 
cern, not contempt. He knew to honour 
che juſt and pity che weak part of his cha 
tacter, and thougb he did not anſwer the 


= purpoſe of the learned teacher, and agree- 


able companion, he did that of the honeſt 
friend in an ample degree. n of 
J ²˙ A 545 313233;1 ye Of 182 
Tluhis young gentleman” ee eee 
- - waſlly- confined, conſiſting only in riding 
und walking, in each of which he took 
peculiar delight, but from the pleaſures and 

| im- 
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Aienprovement of ſociety, except the conver- 
ſation of his mother, aunt, and the above- 

mentioned curate) he was totally excluded. 
There was, indeed, an houſe at the extremity 
of this village, inhabited at certain periods, 
by one Mr. Finch, his wife, and a ſervant 
:of each ſex, This gentleman had, in his 
youth, been engaged in a military life, and 
in ſeveral actions, gave evident proofs of 
true courage, ſteadineſs and lenity, but 
_ unfortunately loſing his leg. Af 4 memoras 


ble battle in the year Ga, by: which ac- 1 


ciſddlent his conſtitution was for a long time 
greatly injured, he tetired to a ſmall pati. 
monp, near Brightley, on which, and his 


half pay. he enjoyed æ conifottable ſubſiſt- 


ence. He had a brother, an old batchelor, 
Within a dozen. miles; only, of this peace; 
ful retreat, with whom it had been a cuſ⸗ 
tom (ever ſince his arrival in: that patt of 
the world) to ſpend the chief of his time 
jn order to alleviate the decline of a faſt 
ſpent life, and beguile, by his chearful con- 
verſation, thoſe attendant and inevitable 
| conſequences of exceſs, a gouty complica- 

| B 4 tion 
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einma 
ds eicher Mr. Fach was ſeverely afflicted. 


ie. Pioch pod been red in an elegant 


manners but notyithſtandigg ſhe had been 


 abeviiorned in Rins in abs bor, and ſparks 
i ibe ring on her huſband's meeting with 


tte unhappy secident abovementioned, ſhe. 


1 _ a cotps vchich had been for many years 


chearfully exchanged a polite public, for 
2 rural and. ſequeſtered life, attended and 
| allſtes her lord and maſter jo his humane 
a tina taſk and vibtations af his 
”  brocher,s and ſunk the fine lady in the. 
able charatf tara, of a good * 
ar friend; and ſocial ee 
Die LAN: 4 1 2 


| his ebase FFI fubalters 


detained on à foreign ſtation, fo that the 
youth might juſtly be ſaid to be a ſtranger 


Ws the: hodfe of his farther, The voice ef 


their remote habitation, and-in flver ſounds 


| © whoſe valour, integrity and politeneſs, al- 


fame would, nevertheleſs, frequently reach 


do juſtice 10 the young gentleman's merit, 


_ rernately- ſuggeſted themes of commenda - 
Kc 2. 29 | tion 
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| THE Ik Humour, - 9 
tion for his frieads, and were r 
nb ee * 


Lady Brizheley, from the. death of ar 
Samuel, declified all company for ſo long 
a, period, that the at length derived, from 
habit, an unconquerable averſion to viſit» 
ing and being viſited; in which diſinclina- 
tion for ſociety, ſne was (encouraged by 
Mrs. Ann, whoſe diſpoſition was naturally 
unſocial; nor was ſhe by any means well- 
affected towards Mr. Finch or his lady, but 
as her ſiſter choſe to have ſome connexion- 
with them, ſhe was obliged to conform. 
This rare female ſingularity was ſuggeſted _ 3 
by her extreme delicacy of taſte; the one 
half of the human ſpecies being conſidered 
by her as poliſhed out of their ſincerity, Þ 
and vitiated in their judgments, the "other 
as illiterate and incapable of wey rapes 
PONDS ck OLIN? 


It happitieg; one 427 chr our hero, 

Wee, by the beauty of the weather and 

W Ate proſpects, ſtrolled out of his 
* B 5 8  ktitade, 
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 laticude; unaccompanied by the good A 


vine or any one domeſtic.. He perceived, 
at the diſtance, by his calculation, of one 
Half mile only, an heaven direBed ſpire, 
. which, having ever before Eſcaped his ob- 
_ - ſervation, excited his curioſity to ſuch a 

degree, that he determined to indulge him- 
_ ſelf witha ramble, in order to diſcover the 
town to which it belonged; and, being 
perſuaded, that purſuing the road he was 
then in, would infallibly. anſwer: that de- 


- Gred Purpoſe, he gave his horſe the reins, 
and amuſed himſelf with re Hh 110 


uses; of this late 0 
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| lame track for ſome time, he was greatly 


1 ſurpriſed to find that, inſtead of reaching 


bis intended goal, the ſpire became leſs 
and leſs viſible, and he with pleaſure ob- 


1 ſerved a young man, in a very mean habit, 


at a ſmall diftance, from whom he hoped 
do obtain ſome intelligence, either to in- 

We him to deſiſt, or we his intention. 
. 3 3440 63 E tf 8): N 
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This youth, notwithſtanding. bis ſhabby 
appearatice, irreſiſtibly engaged the baro- 
net's attention. His upper covering was 2 
weather · beaten ſurtout, which, only in 
part, concealed a ruſty black coat, his hair 
was negligently tied with a ribband, his 
ſnoes beſmeared with mud, and his ſtock- 
: ings had received, either from time or hard 
wear, no ihconfiderable damaggs.. Sir Wil- 
liam, nevertheleſs, addreſſed, him with a 
politeneſs, moſt country gentlemen of his 
fortune would have deemed unneceſſary to 
ſo humble a traveller, and begged him, to 
N him where the road before them 
bed ibis: ro att an ü 


I 
fi 


« 


0 The e Ty loſt in_medi- 
tation, ſtarted at the baroner's queſtion, but 
ſoon recovering himſelf, replied, That it 
was not in his power to give any other 
than a very imperſect account of it, as 
he had but very little knowledge of the 
country; but added, that ſome perſons 
at a neighbouring farm- houſe had affury 
ey Ws it would bring him to a fmall 

B 6 | town 
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, | 21 favour he found himſelf fo invohuntatily | 


It his companions referve, made many un- 


\ FI + 21 Gobt not, ſir, but, to a Feallemsn of 


e Rs % + 


„ Pier Sex vw 


down uin os miles of their habitation, 
du Which was a direct way to London. 
Sit William had now an additional incite- 
ment to viſit this place; as he would, by 
that means, have an opportunity of con- 


verſing” with this young man, in whoſe 


prejudiced ; and, offering to go his m_ 

faid he ſhould be glad of his company; the 
youth' riade an affenting bow, and they ſet 
forward. The baronet, not à lirtle uneaſy 


-Juccefsful attempts to draw him out; at 
length, to his great fatisfaRion, — 


1 — him in the — terms: 


Ir happy and affwent appearance, the 


: - melancholy with which you ſee” me over- 


* boat, tnay be conſtrued into an unſocial 


= ſullenneſs of diſpoſition, but it is the heavy 
Hand of adverſity that renders me fo 
lie my former ſelf, for I have, in- 

© deed, i anon better Oyun _ ke gt 


. forthe.” | - 


. 


THEIR once 18 I 
Tbe accent, the —— Cand exz 3 
of this complainant; penetrated 
tte gentle heart of fir William-Brightley; 
and he replied, with great ſweetneſs, BEE 
i lieve me, fr, when I tell you, I fee} myſelf 
intereſted in your favour, both by 
language, and a certain ingenuouſneſs in 
your countenance, which even the diſad- | 

« vantages of your dreſs cannot conceal. 
f, therefore, your misfortunes are ſuch as 
my power can redreſs, and you date rely 1 
upon my honour and fidelity, you may 2 
command my- beſt aſſiſtance. He then | 
acquainted him with his name and family, | 
and added, It is not an impertinent” cutio- AY 
$ ity, but a real deſire to ſerve you, that 
$ ptompts me ro theſe declarations. I am 
© faperior | to that prejudice the thread 
bare · chat conveys to little minds; con- 
vinee me, therefore, that your outlide i is | 

© the worſt part of you, and I promi, you 
n not find me wages 
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| . 00 c r is the voice of . 
3 to the heart of the diſtreſſed P repli- 
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ed ae ſtranger, nor will I make ſo un- 
Forthy a return to your noble humanity 
and condeſcenſion, as to heſitate a mo- 
ment whether 1 ſhould reveal my name 
44 and family ; my pride-ſhall be ſacrificed 
to your greatneſs of ſoul, and the few par- 
* riculars of my unhappy life communicat- 
ed without reſerve. 


N dame, SY 18 PRIN my thine 
* « recently deceaſed father, was an officer in 
© his majeſty's ſervice, for upwards of forty 

« years, and made many campaigns with 
< * honour and ſucceſs. | By his intereſt, a 
© Heurenant's commiſſion was procured for 


* me, on my return from the univerſity, 


about four months ago, where. I had 
£ « ſpent ſome years, my father intending me 


for the church, my grand- father having 


* it. very much in his power to make an 


| | : handſome proviſion for me in that pro- 


6 feſſion, had he not remained inexorable 
to the repeated humble ſollicitations of 
his ſvn, who, by the ſingle action of 
15 ee my mother e his con- 
5 | 6 ear 
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Te Hunden. as 


*ſent (though unexceptionable in every 
« particular but fortune) incurred his in- 
b invincible . eee ee 
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wv *A gentleman, af he bs.” Siqglann, 
and who lived in the neighbourhood. of 
my grandfather, from a perſuaſion that he 
vould at laſt relent, ſupplied my father 
© with three hundred pounds, upon his 
bond, to enable him to purchaſe a majo- 
© rity, which the poor man enjoyed for a 
© ſhort time only. He was attacked, about 
two months ago, by a violent fever, the 
* ſymptoms of which were declared, to the 
© laſt degree, unfavourable, by his phyſi» 
* cians. In this condition he penned. a 
few emphatical lines to my grandfather, 
+ and beſought him, at his dying requeſt, 
to have ſo much compaſſion on his un- 
* happy family, as to ſecure the ſmall pro- 
© perty' he had to leave from becoming 

liable to the diſcharge of the bond above- 
mentioned: the only conſideration, he 
* added, he would Feen to ane for 
* chem. FOR 3751 . AT" Hos? 


bbut his altered looks, and diſtant beha- 
© vigur, filled us with moſt unhappy appre- 


F  <thoſe trifles were. inſufficient to defray 
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The old gentleman diſtegarded this la 
7 Ae of his ſon, with the ſame P | 

rental inſenſibility be had obſerved for 
© two and twenty preceding years. But be- 
*'fore his refolurion could be known; it 
* pleuſed Heaven to viſit my father with a 
*delirium, which ſaved his heart from this 
- * unnatural ſhock, m 
"Ns n breath. 
* «No ner did the e his & Fury 
* reach Mr. Singleton's ears (whom we had 
ever been taught to conſider as our com- 
* mon benefactor) than he made us a viſit; 


* henſions. He immediately took an in- 
*wentory of our little furniture, including 
my mothet's watch, and intimated,” that 


deen the inteteſt of the ſum he had ad- 

vanced adding, he ſhould inſtantly in- 
orm himſelf of my grandfather's inten- 
tions towards us, as no time was to be 
55 7 This proceeding left us in a wretched 
a * ſuſpence, 


. s * : 
. es * 
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« {aſpence, beyond che power of expreſſionz, s 
fo eee e e 1 25 
5 apes Larne ice rt 26 bw 


1M 1s; T5044 u gia Thot 
in ig he returned, attended 
W KO fellow, who, [praducing 
ban authority, inſolently demanded” to be 
* ſhewn into the room where the dear 2. 
mains of my father were lodged. It was 
in vain to diſpute thedegality of hi hor- 
£ rid commiſfion;/:av/it would have beewtd' 
i have attempted à removal of the dear 

*:body in order” to its interment, wer 
he e-, train: x | 


Nen. N M THY NL cr: OW 
ty mother and altert horror "ey 
*. flition/ deprived them of all — 
but mine, though equally poignant, ua 
under better regulation, and I was ſo 
* much myſelf, as MPA. 9 5 
"OE ſaw. yp Lab MR 


1 Sa... * Fg , 
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n *Mr. eee ed That my grand> | 
© father remained inflexible, but he flat: 
9 himſelf, that the merheds he was 
. i R then 


Be 


w 


ur ; Ben S 
bon taking would effectually ſofter bin; 
for; if his rugged nature” lemaihed un- 
© ſhocked at the information of his ſon's 
body being under an arreſt, his pride 


i *-would, aindoubtedly, tbe arirakened;/and, 


provided he got his money, it was indif- 


"A ferent to him by dae be was a- 


„ „% „ 
* 2. - 
5 


rng him, in terms ſcarcely articulate, 
Ii to take off this diſgraceful impoſition, and 
_*T would immediately put my commiſſion 
into his hands, c a ſecurity forithe debt, 

which ſhould be ſold, to ſatibfy him, if 
nothing could be obtained from my 

1 grandfather. He affected to make ſome 


S tuated. d e THOU! e ee | ku 
"ayw 21. Bath Nr et vim 02111 1311 
+ , 208 mess a ſtroke Vforidd myſelf uns 

z a 10 and in voluntarily ſunk upon 


* my knees to this inhuman monſter, con 


difficulty in accepting this propoſal, and 
© falſely declared, that his intention was 


not to diftreſs us, but to ſubdue old 
*Stevens's rugged nature; but if nothing | 
*.elſe would ſatisfy me, he would diſmiſs, 


* he ſaid, the object tha TO me, and 


a - * receive 


T#zin:Houmotni 79 


8 + receive the offered ſecurity; bis Gu. 9 


performed accordingly: On the third 
day after wards he came again, and aſ- 
© ſured us we had nothing to expect from 
my inflexible grandfather; adding, that 
he had juſt received a letter from a friend 
of his, to whom he had applied to obtain 
leave for the diſpoſal of my commiſſiun, 

< which had been granted, and, by the 
« gentleman's: kind aſfiduity, a purchaſer 
was provided, who was willing th give . 
5 Pee guineas for it. He then 
< pauſed a few moments for a reply; hut 
1 grief and apprehenſion keeping us ſilent, 
dhe turned towards my mother, and pro- 
ceeded, . Tou are, by your -huſband'y 
death, Mrs. Stevens, intitled to a penſion: 
now, as I ſhould be unwilling to diſtreſs 
you and your family, ſuppoſe 1 accept 
| * theſe two hundred guineas in part of 
payment, will you conſent to authoriſe 
me to receiye your penſion, deducting 
one part, yearly, until the other hun- 
dxed is cleared, and remitting you the 
= other for your ſupport and ſubliſtence? 
| cc Mis 


©  .:Eacn (Six: in 
* Mails: ee - ties 1 harpy, - | 
* may ſoon get into ſome genteel family, 
and, as to your ſon, his education wilt 
ee #412141 
e mother eaſt lock of deep anguiſh 
* at me; and I endeavoured to obtain a 
< mitigation of this ſevere ſentence, by of. 
fering myſelf to engage for the payment 
*bf che remaining ſum, 10 preſerve my 
S motber's ſmall ſalary unentutmbered; but 
5 ke interrupted me with the utmoſt cru. 
« elty,. by faying, it would be the fame 
* — remittances to my 
* Þy nel eee 10 would 6 
che pretty well if, for ſome years, I could 
© keep my own head above water. It was 
< with difficulty I reſtrained my indigna- 
tion, but my conſideration for my mother p 
andi ſiſter kept me within bounds; and, 
* as there was no remedy, an authority 
was igiven-tlys ſordid wretch to receive 
d che widow's mite, and apply half to his 
PTC. v ne 


} 


| THIIR Huna. _ In 
con uſe, until re 1 
r comme pt 7279 


nd yeconcwgoSdn'ehts . itefol OY uns 


til my father's funeful, and my mother 
and fiſtet's retirement to a little cottage, 
were compleared ; for whoſ aſſiſtagee, 
< pennyleſs as Lam, I have bound myſelf 
to remit, annually, fifteen pounds, and am 
now on my journey to London, in queſt 
of ſome meaus, both of felf-fabſiftence; 
1 a Ar p O31 e 
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> Sir William's check; avring b use 
ing relation, were bedewed with the en, 
humane, and, finding che young gentlemad 


had concluded, he held but his Band to "2 


him, in token of his future friendihip and 
attachment. Many ſehemes did he revolve 
in his imagination of providing for this 
worthy victim of filial piety; but none ap- 
peared ſo eligible to him, as ſollioiting his 
continuarice with him, as his friend and 

eg His mother, he doubted not, 
Is | | A would 


BT. Ech S I 
would applaud his refolution, and conſent 


d his appointing him a genteel independ- 
ent ſalary; for, as his eſtate was immenſe, 


| he had not the leaſt conception that his 
genetous inclination would be o ; 
He, therefore, after ſome ſhort premedita- 
tion, ſaid, If I could be ſo happy as to 
© ix upon 2 proviſion for you, ſuitable to 
© your merit, and agreeable to your incli- 
* nation, I ſhould ſincerely: rejoice; but I 
* am apprehenſive I: ſhall, be as far from 
the one, as the other, in the propoſal I 
could wiſh you to accept of. Tou are 
not many years older than myſelf; the 
© diſparity,of- eighteen and twenty-three is 
a you could be 
willing to bury your worth and abilities 
in obſcurity, receive me for your pupil 
© and; companion, and condeſcend to per- 


N : mit me to make you / a ſmall annual ac- 


* knowledgment, 1 ſhould; conſider this as 
A maſt fortunate adventure.“ Sir Wil- 
_ liam, obſerved Mr. Steveris's countenance 
(which was inſtantly overſpread with a 
glow of —— n the deepeſt at. 

| tention, 


bellt Wy. 


| rn uU Re. 
tention, and impatiently ee his ans 
nt W 1 goalix niche ce i ni ent 
> irie „ an? | 125 0 : 
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replied the young gentleman, to convey 
< the grateful ſenſe I feel: of your generous 


and ãnviting propoſal 3 but, ah, ſir, I fear 
it can never take effect! Tou, undoubt- 


<edly; have parents or guardians, mM; 


cannot be equally difiatereſted, and, 
5 haps, would miſcal the noble ſentiments 
by which you are actuated, the folly and 
fire of youth. The. attachment of my 


heart, and exertion of my abilities in 


your ſervict᷑, you might depend upon, 


ver it pbſũhle to ſurmaunt all ãnterven- 
ing obſtacles but m knowledge of the 
human heart ili nat permit me: to flatter 


myſelf with, eyen the moſt diſtant, hope, 
* of obtaining ſo agreeable; and advantage - 
ous an eee loids 81 las XI] 
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ir 1 1645 was © Idle burt by 
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ſome part of Mr. Stevens's reply, as he 


eonſidered himſelf ſo far maſter of his choice 
AEM aha and 


\ 


br” a3 Ben Sex ine: 


and aRtions;-a to be ar liberty to deter- 

"mine, in ſuch an affair, without controul} 
3 6, therefore, returned, with rather a diſ- 
5 PINOT accent," *'Yquz: Mr. Stevens, are 
die beſt judge of 'your own- inclinationsg 
eas lam of my own power; but may I 
dopend on your acceptance of the offer I 
have made you, provided I can obviate 
every diene N er 80 p 
hend? oy ESISTN45653 139 


. _ 
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Me. Stevens CG on vas 
Hound, his manner of expreſſing himſelf, 
dad conveyed to the young baronet's ſelf- 
cdonſpquenoe, but had not 2 jot the better 
opinion of his ſucceſs, as he had known 
men of great reſolution yield, in many in- 
ſtaricesp to perſunſipn, or ſuperior power, 
points on which they had, in appearance, 
bern equally bent. He, nevertheleſs, re- 
peated the abſolute: concurtence of his 
will, and grateful acknowledgments * ; 


the young gentleman's ggodneſs. 112 
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The town now appeared before them; 
but, as the curioſity of the one was abated, - 
and the diſtreſs of the other in ſome mea- 
fure relieved, their chief want was that of 
obtaining a little refreſhment, for which 
purpoſe they immediately repaired to the 
beſt houſe they could find, and fpent an 


hour or two in agreeable chat. It was now, 


fir William ſecretly congratulated himſelf, 


more than ever, on this happy accident; 


Mr. Stevens's converſation exceeding any 


he had been accuſtomed to hear. I ſhall 
now have it in my power (whiſpered his 
pleaſed imagination) to ſurpriſe-Mr. Finch, 


by introducing to his acquaintance, a more 
ſuitable companion for his underſtanding * 


and knowledge of life, than he could poſ- 


ſibly have expected to meet with in this 
remote corner of the world. His vanity 
did not fail to ſuggeſt to him ſome few | 
grateful compliments, on his being able 


vo diſtinguiſh merit under ſuch diſadyan- 
tageous àppearances; and he conſidered 
his reſolution of rewarding it, by placing 


it in the favourable light of proſperity, as 


. C the 


9 
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the very wiſeſt and heſt ke had ever taken. 
Mr. Slaughter will not, henceforth (conti - 
nued he to himſelf) be confined in attend- 
ances on me, but be at liberty to entertain 
my mother and aunt, each ſucceeding 
evening, with ſubjects perfectly calculated 
for their amuſement and approbation, 
though inſufficient, wich me, to anſwer 
either purpoſe; nor will Brightley village 
any longer be a dull, flat ſcene, but, en- 
Jivened with the good humour of Mr. 
Finch, and good ſenſe of Mr. Stevens, i« 
will become an eligible and delightful re- 


1 


ITlbe baronet, as the ſun began to de- 

cline, propoſed returning home, and or- 
dered his new acquaintance to he accom- 
- modated with an caſy and creditable beaſt. 
He received, with aſtoniſhment, the in- 
formation of his having ſtrolled twelve 
miles diſtant from the ſeat of his anceſtors, 
and begged the utmoſt expedition might 
* wer * ber wan. kf. his mother 
e 
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— % — # x 1 5 5 j 


* * 7 S441 1 * 1 — > 
4 4 * EY " 4 , | A el £2 # Y-8 


— 


mould vs ſaffered ſorte * mie 
on account of his eonon * 1 


He was allo Sandy Cooprided, on ap- 4 
proaching that village, on the frontiers of 
which ſtood his manſion of antiquity, to 
perceive many perſons ſcattered about, as 
if employed in ſome important ſearch, 
when ſuddenly one of them, whoſe ſight 
was attracted by the trampling of their 
horſes, gave a loud huzza, in which he 
was inſtantly ecchoed from cloſe to cloſe. 
This myſtery, however, was not long un- 
explained, lady Brightley's coach haſtily 
advancing to meet the travellers, and the 
fond mother exclaiming, in an n, 
« My fon! my ſon? | 


It an this nod lady's anxiety, for 

the ſafety of her beloved child, had fo far 
tranſported ber, that ſhe had cauſed one 
of her footmen to proclaim publickly in 
in the village, a reward of twenty guincas 
for the firſt perſon who ſhould give any 

a certain n.. concerning him, her 
Nu. 1 2 . 
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lsadyſhip unhappily concluding ſome ter- 


rible accident had befallen him. As for 
Mrs. Anne, ſhe affected a moſt amiable 
 refignation, and, with a myſterious and 
aſſured air, declared her dream was now 
out, and viewed every avenue to the vil- 
lage with alternate impatience, infallibly 
expecting to ſee her nephews coarſe borne 
2 e ny 

5 


"This good lady had a bares A for 


= Gr William; but there was, nevertheleſs, a 


certain perſon in the world to whom ſhe 
was more ſtrongly attached ; which was ne 
other than her charming ſelf. Had the 
young baronet met the unhappy fate ſhe 
apprehended from various prognoſtics, 
Mrs. Ann Brightley would have become 
an heireſs. This ſtruck her imagination 


in the midſt of her grief, and contributed 
not a little to its extenuation. Whilſt ſhe 
accompanied her ſiſter's reſtleſs motions in 
. queſt of her darling, her ancient heart was 

agitated by a multiplicity of reflections and 
ee 2 fir William never 
return, 
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teturn, and ſhe become poſſeſſed of the 
Brightley eſtate, how could ſhe anſwer it 
to her conſcience to ſuffer the family ex- 
tinction! Her objections to matrimony 
vuere innumerable; but when ſhe reflected, 
that, to ſupport her adherence to ae 
ſhe muſt. be deaf to the demands of all 
her predeceſſors, who would, undoubtedly, 

require the perpetuation of their name 
from her as an incumbent duty,. ſhe was 
_ overwhelmed with a pretty perplexity. 
On a cloſe ſelf-examination, ſhe found ſhe 
was unequal to ſubdue, in her generous 


| breaſt, a moſt laudible and heroic conſi- 


deration for poſterity, as well as a noble 
deſire of evincing her veneration for her 
anceſtors, and tender regard for the ho- 
nourable name of Brighiley. The reſult 
of which innate generoſity was, that, after 
caſting about for the means of effecting 
theſe great. purpoſes, it appeared to. her,, 
that their accompliſhment rendered her 
change of condition an indiſpenſible obli- 
gation, and compelled her to ſacrifice het 
G3 darling 
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darling love of hl to family conſi- 
derations. 3 


Fler heart then ſuggeſted the plain 
meaning, humble curate, whom ſhe had, for 
. me time, beheld with an eye of favour 
as a proper choice for her, as ſhe was con- 
fident he would, with pleaſure, aſſume the 


name of Brightley, to lead him to the poſ-. 
|  {efſion, of her fair perſon, and immenſe - 


fortune; and, in ſuch a caſe, were Heaven 
to bleſs kein with iſſue male, her good 


| Intentions would be completely anſwered , 
ot ſhould a female ſtand in the ſame ten- 
der relation to them, ſimilar methods 
might be purſued, when ſhe became mar- 


riageable, as her btudent mother had 


- 


She was ſo bote away by theſe & golden 


dreams, that-ſhe became inſenſible to every 


object around her; and ſuch ſtrength of 
imagination did ſhe poſſeſs, that ſhe was 
abſolutely looking down with a benign and 


enn aſpect on her grateful and 
* 
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ebfequious lover (whoſe humility, ſhe ſup- 
poſed, would induce him to kneel before 
her, to recelve the amazing and ineſtimable 
preſent of her far hand and virgin heart) 
who was pouring forth, with the moſt 
pleaſing elocution, his gratitude for, and 
aſtoniſhment at, her condeſcenſion and 
goodneſs, when the huzza, already men- 
tioned, faluted her ears, and effeftually 
routed her: from this flattering'reverie, 
| $52 82014 
Her heart was ſhook with ſtrong palpita- 
tions, which ſhe conſtrued into affectionate 
pangs for her nephew's ſafety; and now. 
an impatience, ſhe” had never before expe- 
renced,' prompted her to caſt! her eyes 
around, when, lo] they were bleſſed with 
a ſight of that body ſhe had long been 
in expectation of beholding ; though, it 
muſt be confeſſed, in a plight which res 
flected ſome little Gifgrace NEO? her og 


es- de 


A violent reach beben ents 
ing 1 which was generally the ef- 
C4 fect 
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fect that diſappointment, vexation, reſent- 
ment, or a difagreeable ſurpriſe, had upon 
_ this lady's delicate conſtitution : which be- 

ig deemed nervous, was out of the reach 
of every medicine in the whole materia 
medica. Thus, in aa inſtant, were all the 


noble purpoſes of this venerable virgin ren- 


dered abortive, her lonely ſtate confirmed, 


Aa and the path, to the poſſeſſion of the great 


family eſtate, a 


- ſecond time ſtrongly 


; * 


: eo If 


| At . 2 0 tears ; waſhed away 
: 3 and reſtored her ſo perfectly 
to herſelf, that ſhe congratulated” her ne- 


phew on his ſafe return with a very good 


grace, her filter on the recovery of her 
darling ſon, and herſelf on being relieved, 
by his happy reſtoration, from all her r 
an . 3 | 


T he e at tis mother's earneſt re- 
queſt, whoſe heart overflowed with mater- 
nal tenderneſs, ſuffered himſelf to be con- 


veyed home in her Carriage (having firſt 


Bret Cam- 
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in his new favourite to the care of 
the curate, until he ſhould be ſent for) 
amidſt the acclamations of the honeſt vil 
lagers, who ſincerely rejoĩced chat madam's 
affliction was blown over. ' 
ett RA 
This was a en event for Mr. 
Stevens, and ſaved him from a large ſhare 
of mortification; for the ladies had no 
ſooner reached their groteſque pariour, 
than they interrogated the young baronet 
concerning the cauſe of his long abſence, 
and received a faithful and circumſtantial 
account of his recent adventure, and an 
unreſerved acknowledgement. of his gene- 
rous intentions with nen to his new 
friend. F. i e e 8 


4 


7 My * child,“ - fall lady Brigheley, 5 
with unaffected apprehenſion, the opens , 
*neſs and credulity of your diſpoſition. 
will, I fear, .expoſe you to. many, incon- 
© veniencies. Believe me, the connexion. 
you are now inclined. to make with a. 
*ſtranger, is highly blameable and uns, 

Wh + reaſonable z, | 
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ſonable; nay, I think, the advantage Re 

© has already taken of your youth and in- 

s experience, by artfully inſinuating him- 

© ſelf into your favour, and ſpiriting you 

© up to make choice of him for a compa- 
nion, without the previous approbation 

* - © of your friends, ſhews him, to the eye of 
_--« ſober reflection, in none of the moſt fa- 
: © vourable __ 


1 k x 


Sir William was greatly chagrined at 
. his mother's (in his opinion) ill-· timed wif. 
dom, and uncharitable judgment of a 
ſtranger, who, accordiag to his ſentiments, 
was intitled to every favourable gonſidera- 
tion, until ſome cauſe ſhould ariſe in his 
conduct for ſuſpicion: he was, therefore, 
about to reply to lady Brightley's injurious 
conjectures, and exculpate his friend from 
| every unwarrantable attempt to deceive, 
when Mrs. Ann fuddenly exalted her 
raven note, and (incited by*an. acrimo- 
nious humour with which her heart at that 
© jun&ure abounded, from a ſecret cauſe), 
Ce, * ech us, ſiſter, 
Fe 5 from g 
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from ſuch abominable wicked wretches! 
© We ſhall: have our lives and properties 
endangered, if my nephew is not checked 
in his indiſoreet ſallies. Who could have 
ſuppoſed that ſo fine a buſineſs detained 
him, as that of glieaning the highways 
and hedges for a companion, and having 
ſucceeded, expect, from your maternal 
indulgence, to have this ſtroller admitted 


into our houſe; who, I doubt not, would 


take an early opportunity of informing 
the gang to which he belongs, of his ad- 
© yvantageous ſituation, and how eaſy it 
would. be to rifle the habitation of a 
couple of defenceleſs women, and a ere- 
dulous boy, where they would be ſure to 
ind no inconſiderable e 


The Beronerh OA for the firſt time, 
ſwelle& with reſentment, againſt theſe 
eruel ſuggeſtions; but reſtraining it within 
due bounds, from the duty and affection 
he bore to his mother, which were to him 
ties of an indiſpenſible nature; he there- 
1 after ſome ſtruggles bet wixt his pride 

9 and 
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and bude. addreſſed. lady Brightley- 


with his wonted reſpect: Madam,“ ſaid 
he, permit me to expoſtulate with you 
don this occasion. I have hitherto been 
Laccuſtomed to pay the "utmoſt deference 
to your judgement, and ſubmit my incli- 


nations to your ladyſhip's undiſputed de- 
termination; but F hope it is now time, 


Lin ſome ſmall degree, to relax my im- 


© plicit obedience to your commands, and 
that I may be permitted to contract or 
© break off a friendſhip or acquaintance 
© without being conſidered as a rebellious 


child. In the preſent caſe I may, perhaps, 
© have acted with too much pretipitation; 
© but I muſt preſume to ſay, that it is from 


a conviction alone of the young gentle- 
© man's demerits, whoſe intereſt I have 
« eſpouſed, that I can conſent to retrat my 


good opinion, or withdraw my attach- 


„ment to him; and, as I muſt be bold to 


ſay, madam, that, without this, ſatisfac- 


tion, even your gentle admonitions can- 
not diſſuade me from my purpoſe, it is 


* unneceſſary for me to n 
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© my. aunt's uncharitable reflections; and- 


© how ſhe can reconcile ſo raſſi a judgement 


Jof a ſtranger with the religion ſhe pro- 
en. Lam. a at a loſs to conceive.” 


6 e e Ws * 1 
We this undutiful treatment is a bleſ- 
© ſed reward for all my tenderneſs and care 
* of you, truly ! Who could have ſuſpected 

that ſuch evil diſpoſitions- lurked in- a 
_ © heart ſo ſeemingly. virtuous!, but time 
and chance diſcover all things. 


. * Siſter,” ſaid lady Brightley, let us not 
© be ſo. warm upon this occaſion. I can 
rely upon the duty and diſcretion of my 
* ſon, and am fully perſuaded that his eyes 
will ſoon be opened, and the opinion and 
advice of his friends have due weight. 
© with bim. I wiſh,” continued the, * Mr. 
_ © Finch was returned from his brother's, as 
_ © we would then take him into the debate, 
; © and have his judgement upon the matter; 
< for, my dear,” added ſhe (addreſſing. fir , 


4 Wen with the utmoſt eee * Yau, 
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hall have every ſatisfaction you can de- 
fire; we will, therefore, call a wiſer head 
than either of ours, which may be eaſily 
done, although Mr. Finch be abſent.” S 
ſaying, ſhe rang the dell, and ordered 
a wunt to tell Mr. Slaughter, that ſhe 
| begged to ſpeak to him, unaccompanied 
| e e bp then at e 


Mr. Stevens conſidered all this ande- as 
no very favourable omen for him; but he 
had long adopted that beatitude of Mr. 
Pope's for his rule of life, Bleſſed is he that 
eupelteub nothing, for be ſball not be diſap- 
pointed; conſequently the reader wi _ 
„ ee 1 N 


n wich, alter aid Mrs. akin i ſoon 
25 che ſervant was withdrawn, neſtling. 
from ſome private conſideration your po- 
 liticks' may ſucceed; but I believe Mr. 
Slaughter's judgement will be held but in. 
light eſtimation by fir William Brightley, 
whom 1 ſincerely congratulate,* (bowing. 


c with a moſt provoking: inces) © on his early 
= attain- 


1 
* n 


. 
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attain ment to that point of wiſdom, which 
© intitles him to lbok down, wien he-' 
* roic GER bv g his r Inge 
friends. 2 


Madam, returned fir William, with a 
farcaſtic glance, *F am ſurpriſed, that a re- 
lation ſo infinitely ſuperior to me in age 
(your knowledge and underſtanding out 
© of the queſtion) ſhould not remember 
that the ſelf-willed, are to be ſubdued by 
* gentle methods, violent oppoſition only 
«* enflaming their diſtemper.“ Very fine, very 
fine, indeed,“ retorted the highly incenſed 
lady,” © pray, fir, do you take me for your 
9 great grand- mother: Your inſinuation of 
the diſparity of our ages, is very extenſive, 
* truly.” © Not quite fo extenſive Madam,“ 
returned the baronet, cooly, as your- 
© ftrainedconftruRtion - renders it; there 
are degrees of venerableneſs as there are 
degrees of duty and reſpect, and you may 
be as far entitled to my veneration, We | 
© out being my great- grand-mother, as 

"you we to my Ee and fabmitifos- 
in 
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Lia being only my aunt. The livid lip 
quivered with rage, threatened. a moſt ſe- 
vere reply, but Mr. Slaughter's entrance, 


do receive the ladies commands, put a ſtop 
1 to farther altercation. 


Lady Brigkitley communicated the affair 
to the attentive curate, and added, of her 
own authority, that her ſon was willing 
to abide by his tutor's judgment and opi- 
Mr. Slaughter was by no means proud 
of the conſequence this reference to him: 
ſeemed to inveſt him with, as he perceived! 
his determination. would be productive of 
diſſatisfaction to one or other of the par- 
ties, and which was the. ſtrongeſt, and: 
_ conſequently the moſt eligible to be eſpouſ- 


eg, unfortunately, he had. not pre-conſi-. 


dered. He would gladly (to preſerve their 
general approbation) have remained neu- 
ter, but that was not permitted him. How- 
ever, after ſome litile reflection, he luck- 
| 8 hit upon an expedient which effectually 

| ſecured. 
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ſecured to him their united eſteem and 
good will. He duly weighed every parti- 
cular of the caſe in queſtion (during which 
time he diſpoiled his coat of a convenient 
button) and digeſted each conſequential 
contingence; when with pliant fingers 
adjuſting his wig, which for more than 
twenty years, had been his faithful com- 
panion in all his ſtudies, and which, in his 
haſty obedience. to the ladies ſummons, he 
had omitted changing; ; he replied, That, 
in bis opinion, (bowing with great de- 
ference to lady Briglitley and Mrs. Ano) 
much might, be faid on both ſides. This 
declaration, flattering, the ſeperate expec- 
tations of. his auditors, engaged their 
willing and undivided attention. Which 
the orator perceiving, gave one ſeaſonable 


hem, attacked the left ſleeve button, and 7 


proceeded. 
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* Sir William's conduct, ſaid he, as 
c antecedent to the matter in debate, | 
claims the firſt place in our conſideration; 
6 his "A. with reſpect to this ſtrang- 
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er. was s undoubtedly natural, bis com- | 
8 paſſion, on being informed of his dif- 
© treſsful circumſtances, noble and amiable ; 
c his inducement to. making him, the ra- 


. © ther, indeed, (here he ſhuffled about a 
little, as if his chair was uneaſy, and ſtole 
à fide look at the baronet) * precipitate 
F offer of his friendſhip and houſe, truly 


« generous and laudible, The young gen - 
© tleman Was conſcious, that his ample for-- 
© tune was adequate to fuch a beneficient 
© ation; and the integrity of his own 
© heart, prevented all ſuſpicion of deceit. 
© Nor can it be alledged (admitting this 

young man to be what he repreſents him- 


« ſelf) that fir William's defire of attain - 


* raining ſuch a companion, is either blame- 
© able or unreaſonable; as his converſation. 


might contribute no leſs to his 1prove- 


bs went, than tection.” * be 


80 ir Willi: am ſecretly bre kts rotor's. 
ſontiments, and thought he had never in 
his whole life heard him argue ſo much to- 


| the purpoſe, * Now ladies, /reſumed Mr. 


Slaugh- 
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laughter, after a ſhort pauſe, ir muſt be 
© allowed, that your difapprobation of this 
© haſty attachment, evidently! arifes from 

© your knowledge of the world (Mrs. 
Ann's features inftantly-brightened) © and 
<2 certain conviction of the Httle confi- 
* dence we ought to put in appearances. 
« Your apprehenſions of this ſtranger's un- 
vorthineſs, though without any viſible 
foundation, the infallible reſult of ma- 
_ © ture reaſon and reflection; but as no one 
dean juſtly determine, what they do not 
perfectly comprehend (which I confeſs to 
* be my caſe) and as I have been fo far 
© honoured, as to be appointed arbitrator 
in this matter. I voluntarily offer to 
©take a journey to the place of Mr 
Stevens's former reſidence, and infornr 
* myſelf of the truth, or falſehood, of 
© every particular he has related, and 
my faithful report at my return, of ſuch 
* confirmations, either favourable, or the 
© reverſe, will of themſelves, amicably de- 
<cide- this little e ee and 


8 cantraverſy. * 


Me. 
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Mr. Slaughter was as highly applauded 
for his judicious management of the mat- 
ter in debate, as the famous ſquire of La- 
mancha, for his memorable deciſions, dur- 
ing his exaltation, in the judicial court of 
his government; and it was mutually 
agreed that Mr. Stevens ſhould be made 
_ acquainted with their intentions, and if he 
was willing to abide the event of the 
curate's deep reſearches,'that he ſhould be 
lodged. in the parſonage houſe, until the 
return of this reverend emiſſary, which 
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8 1 he next 3 Mr. do pre- 
pared for his. journey, and Mr. Stevens 
being made privy to his deſigns, and the 
intended reſult of them, ſincerely rejoicedt 
at this opening to proſperity, and chear- 
fully accepted the conditions propoſed. Sir 
William was prohibited all connexion with 
bis favourite, in the intermediate time, to 
prevent his too deep attachment to a per- 
haps unworthy object. Fe. . 
D Theſe 
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©. would determine their future confiderazion . 
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Theſe preliminaries adjuſted, an appear- 
ance of harmony was once more eſtabliſhed 

in the family; but Mrs. Ann was not fo 

ſuddenly able to ſubdue her reſentment | 
againſt her nephew, for his ungenteel 


treatment of her; or, in other words, ſhe 


was tormented by the mortification ſhe 
had ſuſtained, from the diſappointment, 
or rather diſtruction, of thoſe hopes, ſne 
never had the leaſt idea of, until Sir Wil- 
liam's accidental abſence. She was, at beſt, 
of a diſſatisfied diſpoſition, which this ĩma- 
ginary calamity contributed not a little to 
ſour. Mr. Slaughter roſe in her eſteem 
and approbation, in proportion to the im- 
pediments her diſtempered fancy ſuggeſt- 
ed to her becoming his bride. His in- 
come, ſhe was ſenſible, was very limitted, 
his proſpects of preferment, to the laſt de- 
gree, unfavourable; and her own fortune 
{not exceeding five thouſand pounds) in- 
ſufficient, in partnerſhip with that gentle- 
man, to ſupport her in that affluence and 
delicacy ſhe had been accuſtomed to. Her 
mind, from theſe reflections, became ſo 
vIng un- 
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vaſettled and diſcompoſeg,- * devo- 

tion Was rendered a flat mechanical taſk ; 
her former amuſements loſt the power of 
pleaſing, and, according to the example of 
lar circumſtances, ſhe fought the moſt 


© retired. receſſes of the Gothic garden, to 


breathe her aghs and tender complaints in. 


"In 2 four - Mr. Slaughter teturned 
es grand expedition, and, who not 
only, confirmed every circumſtance Mr. 
Stevens had related of himſelf and family, 
but likewiſe made many favourable reports 


of that young gentleman's merit, which 


his modeſty had cauſed him to conceal. 


This divine had many inducements to pro- 
mate the gratification of fir William Bright- 
& Jey' s inelination, in this particular reſpect ; 
his time of life, and narrow capacity, ren- 
dering an intimacy, or mental attachment 
between him, and his youthful enlarged- 
minded pupil, abſolutely impracticable; 
and be hoped to retain his friendſhip in 
the _ * Mr. * by being not 
A ; only 
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only inftrumencal to. but the actual means 
of, effocting their deſired connection. He 
had long had an eye to a preſentation in 
the baronet' 8 gift, on the death of the then 
incumbent, and hoped to obtain it as a re- 
ward for this noble ſervice, flattering him- 
{elf that he had now taken a more effectual 
method of ſecuring his intereſt in that re- 
ſpect, than if he had continued in his 
wonted capacity; add to which, he poſſeſ- 
ſed a heart capable of rejoicing at, and 
endeavouting to promote, the advantage 
and happineſs of his fellow creatures, 


His deſcription of che. elegant cottage, 
jahabitated by Mr. Stevens's mother and 
ſiſter, which his curioſity or benevolence 
prompted him to viſit, was extreamly de- 

lichtful, as well as the good gentlewo- | 
man's polite addreſs, unaffected Homily 
and grateful piety; he ſaid, ſhe thanked 
him, in moſt expreſſixe and genteel terms, 
for the happy tidings he imparted, with 
reſpect to her worthy child's future provi- 
fion, and, with an honeſt pride, modeſtly 
ia 
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intimated that her ſon's conduct would be 
no reflection on the partial goodneſs of his 
patron and benefaQor. © He is,” ſaid the 
mother, * ſteady and uniform in well-do- 
©ing, his actions are the reſult of reflection 
” © and cool judgment, not flighty or indiſ- 
» Ecriminate reſolves; what you find him in 


© gone reſpect, with regard to integrity and 
* reſolution, you will meet with him in 


* < another, 1 in a a proportionate degree.” 0 


5 


1447 Dk, on finding Kerſelf « de- 
prived of every pretext to deny her ſon, any 
longer, the purpoſe his heart was ſet upon, 
made a virtue of neceſſity, and told him, 
Vuoith a very tolerable grace, That he was 
now at liberty to purſue his own inclina- 
tions. This news was extreamly grate- 
ful to the baronet, who impatiently ſought 
His deſired companion, and, in the moſt 
5 obliging terms, begged his pardon for this 
Jate involuntary neglect of him; aſſuring 
him, he ſhould. not for the future, have 
E . reaſon. to complain of him in that re. 
5 # | Mr. 
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Ml.Ixr. Stevens, who was maſter of as great 
a ſhare of good nature as good ſenſe, de- 
cClared himſelf perfectly ſatisfied with the 
treatment he had received; and the conſi- 
derate, generous, ſir William, made him 
a genteel, as well as reaſonable; pteſent. 
An apartment was prepared for him at the 
hall, which gave freſh diſguſt to Mrs. - 
Ann, who continued to diſapprove their 
proceedings, notwithſtanding. her favour- 
ite curate. had been aſſiſting, in; 4 very 
great degree, in bringing tbe young gen- 
tleman's eſtabliſhment to bear. A hand- 
ſome ſuit of mourning was provided for 
Mr. Stevens, with every fitting appendix, 
from which i improvements, his really grace- 
ful perſon received no inconſiderable ad- 
vantage, and the next morning was ap- 
pringed for his introduction to * 2 


Lady Brightley? $ eee this bea 
| er, was rather favourable than otherwiſe, | 
but her ſiſter's heart was by no;means. ſo 
flexible, and ſhe ſecretly determined: at = of | 
all events, to: preſerve. great coldneſs and 4 
Vol. I. „ * 
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diftance in her behaviour towards him. The 


'. +breakfaſt hour of this little family, was as 


unfaſhionable as their habitation ; the time 
of aſſembling, on that occaſion being punc- 
tually at eight o'clock. Sir William, who had 
indulged his youthful imagination the pre- 
ceding night, in forming ſchemes of fu - 
ture happineſs, with the worthy Mr. Ste- 
vens, was at the parſonage-houſe by ſix, 

and, at the proper time, conducted his 


- Friend to the hall, and, with an inherent 


politeneſs, preſented him to lady Bright- 


F % 4 


| | Fobliging ſentiments,” She darted a look | 


Her ladyſhip received him with appar- 
ent candour and approbation. But Mrs. 
Ann did not vouchſafe to honor him with 

the lighteſt obſervation on his entrance, 

aud l affected a pretty ſurpriſe, on her ne- 
Phewe's addreſſing her, as if interrupted in 
ſime important cogitations. Madam, 
aid fir William, with a provoking cere- 

- mony, this is the young gentleman of 

hom you was pleaſed to entertain ſuch 


of 
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of reſentment at the baronet, and with 


(hat the imagined) a becoming ſtiff. 
neſs, returned Mr. Stevens a reſpectful 


bow, with a ſlight inclination of her head, 
and in an accent, neither harmonious, | 
nor pleaſing, joſt end ; Your fervaut 
0 br." | 


7 
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The TR gentleman's wats and 


_ unaſſuming behaviour, inſenſibly won la- 


dy Brightley's favour, inſomuch, that the 
condeſcended to ſay, ſhe was far from 


being ſurpriſed at her ſon's conduct, as a 


perſon of Mr. Stevens's addreſs, and evi 7 


dently genteel education, muſt be, to | 
him, bred in retirement, an engaging 
and ftriking phznomenon.. | 


Nothing could be more . 
than theſentiments and diſpoſitions of theſe 
friends, who equally eſteemed and .admir- 
ed each others innate perfections, which, 
as their intimacy increaſed, and occaſions 
8 expanded and unfolded them- 
2 92 Ps: ſclves 
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| delves. to their alternate view, communj- 


ju a routual ſatisfaction not to be ex- 


* 7 * #4 ; 
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"Mr. Stevens mentioned with approbation, 


and as the reading of the former had 


been pretty much confined, he was de- 


+ + lighted beyond meaſure at the fund of en- 


tertainment and improvement this exten- 
.fion of his knowledge, in the literary world, 
let in upon his mind. He would liſten, 
for hours, with unabated pleaſure, to 


| "Pope's ſweet - numbers, - and particularly 


vas never weary of rambling in his de- 
"lightful foreſt of Windfor. Shakeſpear, 
Dryden, Gay, and every other poet, be- 
came, in due proportion, his. approved and 
familiar ce | / 


— 


Mr. Slaughter, i in Gert to preſerve that 
conſideration for himſelf in the Baronet's 
heart, which has been already mentioned, | 
was. continually ſeeking little occaſions of 
- _ rendering him obliging offices. Actuated 

e * "Hp 


— 


THEIR HoMorn. 53 
dy this ſelf. intereſted motive, he one 
morning brought ſir William the Paradiſe 
| Loſt of the great Milton, curiouſiy bound, 
well knowing that his pupil was yet unac- 
quainted with the maſterly beauties of that 
exalted poem. This preſent met with a 
moſt gracious reception, and pleaded more 
ſtrongly for him, in the young gentleman s 
favour, than any . es wth _ 
life had done. 1 


0 * 2. 7 ; 4 - fete * 
4 17 


Mr, S800 was \ qualified bi nature to 
do juſtice to this ſublime work, his accent 
being moſt charmingly adapted to convey, 
with irreſiſtible. energy, to the mental ear, 
the inſpired author's. every emphatic ſenſe. 
Sir William's admiration and delight was 
hourly augmented; but his young mind 
was particularly caught by the deſcription 
of the beauty, innocence, and engaging 
diſpoſition of the mother of mankind, and 
that incomparable conjugal felicity, that is 
to be found in the IL of our firſt 
Paas. Y G 108 
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His -life had been fo fingular ahd ob- 


ſeure; in conformity to the unaccountable 


turn of his female relations, that he had 


never met with an opportunity of either 


beholding, or converſing with an agreeable 
fair · one. He therefore conceived the hap- 
pineſs of ſuch a companion to be moſt ſu- 
Perlative, and began ſecretly to repine at 
that fate which had hitherto excluded him 
from ſuch ſweet ſociety. How difagree- 
 * ably,” he would fay to himſelf, is my 
Aife circumſtanced! compelled, as I am, 
wt to ſubmit to a paſſive renunciation of the 
F < moſt grateful and rational of human en - 
J joyrhents,. or, by launching into the 
world, wounding the peace of a moſt 
Domes; and indulgent parent | How un- 
bounded and inſatiable, he would add, 
KF dhe defires of mortality! no ſooner 
gratiſied in one reſpect, than we are reſt- 
A eſs and diſſatisfied in another! I am now 
convinced, that pleaſure, in anticipation, is 
e far greater than in fruition, and that ima- 
« ginary bliſs is more poignant to our un- 
* certain * than real and ſubſtantial, - 
1 . 1 8 
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The moments are not more fleeting than 
* our. humours and fancy; conſequently, 
* the gratification of the reigning inclina- | 
tion can alone be derived from proſpective 


© 'oy$; for, as one wave is ſucceeded by an- 


ſome new acquiſition attracts us, even in 


the taking poſſeſſion of a preſent one. 1 


« myſelf, but a fortnight ago, was abſo- 


lutely perſuaded that I had only one wiſh 
in view, the attainment af which would 
< amply fill up all that vaguity; I then felt 
in my heart; and yet, notwithſtanding I 


cannot complain of the leaſt diſappoint- 
ment in my late moſt flattering. expecta-· 
tions, I have, within a few days, invo- 


© Juntarily contracted a chimerieal diſſatiſ- 


faction, from à diſcovery of my unac- 
* quaintedneſs with, and excluſion from, a 
participation of the mixed company and 


* converſation of the ſocial ſpecies; and ſo | 


weak is my. reaſon, and in ſuch ſubor- 
dination to my idly-tormenting fancy, 


that J am, in ſpite of my moſt reſolute 


Ae unable to conquer the unaccount- 
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able, wandering folly, by which the re" 
* poſe and felicity I could otherwiſe enjoy, 
is interrupted. The i image of the firſt ex- 
©ifting female, all lovely, benign, and in- 
_ © ©nocent, haunts me like an evil ſpirit ; 
| _<and« my imagination is continually em- 
| A'ployed in contemplating that picture of 
perfection; and though, perhaps, the 
©whoie world cannot now produce one 
c tolerable copy of that divine original, yet 
am ever lamenting my exemption from 
© the" acquaintance of chat beautiful, yet 
5 br. ere eg eee eee . 


SE At mec lady Brightley had the ſatiſ- 
fiction to receive an obliging meſſage from 
MI. and Mes. Finch, with an account of 
their ſafe return, and deſiring the favour of 
her ladyſnip's, and family's company to 
tea. The young gentlemen being diſpoſed 
ſot an afternoon's ramble, begged they 
might be permitted to drop in, at what- 
ever hour was moſt agreeable to their in- 
clinations; in which requeſt that good lady 

| e, * them. Mrs. Ann re. 
luctantly 


* 3 SS 1 +4 , 
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luctantly attended her ſiſter in this viſit, ' 


Mr. Finch having given her great diſguſt, / 
by- preſuming to railly, with much polite 


ſeverity, ſome of her moſt glaring particu⸗- | 


larities. After the compliments uſual on 
the meeting of friends were exchanged, 


Mr. Finch addreſſed Mrs. Ann Brightleß 


with his wonted chearfulneſs, and aſked © 
her, if ſhe had been-viſited lately with any 

extraordinary dream, or had foreſeen the 
arrival of any ſtrangers, by the bars of the 
grate. Mrs. Ann, bridling, and figiting 
upon her ſeat, replied, that, notwithſtand- ' 
ſtanding her ſuppoſed ſuperſtition was ever 
a theme of ridicule for Mr. Finch, yet ſhe” 
could aſſure him ſhe had, for ſome time 
paſt, been convinced, by the very method 
he mentioned, that both a male and female 
ſtranger would arrive in the villagg. lam. 
* ſorry. for it,? returned Mr. Finch, with 


an affected gravity; for, as we are told ” 4 


* that witchcraft is a fin of a very deep 
dye, I would wiſh my friends intitely un- 
ſwellled in it: two perſons will, indeed, 
be added, in a very ſhort time, to the in- 
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* habitants of this village; they are to 
board at farmer Johnſon's, though people 

of very great fortune. A gentleman at my 
_ © brother's, gave us the particulars of their 
family and characters, in which, I chin, 
there is ſomething both ſingular and en- 
© tertaining; and, if it will be agreeable, 
ladies, as we ſhall all be acquainted, un- 
* doubtedly, before it is long, I will relate 
them to you, as nearly as I can, in the 

very words of my friend, an intimate 
« of theirs, which, but for the conciſeneſs, 
would really furniſh matter for a tolerable 
novel.“ Lady Brightley profeſſed herſelf 
not only, willing, but deſirous, to hear 
this narration; and Mrs. Ann, not being 
- deficient in curioſity, declared herſelf of 
the ſame ſentiments; upon which Mr. 
Finch began, as follows: Ah 
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'T I THIN: the precincts of the inns 
Y Y of court, lives one Mr. Forteſeue, 
an eminent counſelor, deep read in Coke, 
and equally ſkilled in all the chicanery of 
_ the law. He is maſter of a facetious diſpo- 
fition, ready wit, and quick apprehenſion, 
but his heart, from his cradle, having a 
peculiar ſtrong bias to avariee, that inchina- 
tion, in time, became his ruling paſſion 
and characteriſtic. At Weſtminſter-hall he 
weighs opinions and clauſes; at home, his 
beef and mutton, where he, Proteus like, 
undergoes the various transformations of 
caterer, cook, inſpector, director, and” = 
maſter. Excluſive of this inſuperable pro- 
penſity to accumulating, he is friendly, 
humane, and compaſſionate. H the hand + 
of time, or diſeaſe, rob» his acquaintance - 
of a beloved relation or friend, he will 
participate, with the moſt tender ſympa- 
thy, in his affliction. Does any one, within 
eo D 6 the 
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tme circle of his acquaintance, languiſn 
upon a ſick bed (and ſtands not in need of 


 - ouile his ſufferings. In ſhort, his leiſure 


E 8 that eminence by his grandfather (Who, the 


1145 


Cunleſs you infringe upon his profeſ- 
ſion, and attempt to exclude him from a 
© fee) are alternately at the command of his 
ſtiends and companions. He is the younger 


indefatigable application and induſtry ; but 
by the old gentleman's making a Whim- 
cal and partial diviſion of his large acqui- 
ſitions, our counſellor was maſter of five 
thouſand pounds only; the ſpirit of thrifti- 
_neſs, however, dwelt in him, and | ſucceſs | 
5 „ eee andertaking . W ln 1c; 


his pecuniary aſſiſtance) his utmoſt talents 
of pleaſing are exerted, to alleviate and be- 


hours, his wit, and humour, and advice 


brother of a family inferior to few com- 
moners in wealth and opulence, raiſed to 


oxcateſt part of his days, had been engaged 
in a commercial life) by the very dint of 


renn be 4 . 
He judiciouſly determined to act cau- 

tiouſly, with reſpect to his approbation of 
N 0 a | ras 
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the fair ſex, unleſs a Jacky opportunity) 
ſhould occur, of his obtaining an agreeable. 
companion, with an œconomical turn, and 
a fortune adequate to his ſordid wiſhes. 

In conſequenes of this reſolution, be re- 
mained a batchelor until he reached the 
verge of forty· three, when a litigation fell 
under his cognizance for the recovery ot 

fifty thouſand pounds, ſuppoſed to be un- 
juſtly detained by uy perſon then in poſs | 
ſeſſion-. 1 N 1 YOU SHOT P's are 


— 


The. e, in e 10 Mrs. 
Forteſtue was engaged, was an elderly. 
gentleman, who, in his declining days, 
acknowledged no other deity than Plutus. 
His narrow ſentiments were, however, 
rather adopted than innate, the youthful 
caſt of his diſpoſition having been diame- 
trically oppoſite; but, from the com- 
mencement of his grand climacteric (ſince 
which period he had, at this juncture, ſeen 
the revolution of ſeven winters) his life 
was not more precious to him than his dar- 
ling treaſure, nor could he have felt a 

n 5 ſtronger 
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Z Nronger pang at the loſs of ** than 
even the retaining fee to Mr. Forteſcue- 
coſt him. He was, likewiſe, a great hu- 

' mouriſt; and poſſeſſed an ample ſhare in- 
his compolition, of that quality, which 
'X is known by the appellation of perſeverance 
s 1 and of obſtinacy in a bad 


brink of matrimony until he was turned of 
© fifty, and then ſubmitted his neck to the 
” corjugal yoke, with the reſolution of a 
hero, and became, in the ſhort ſpace of 
fifteen months, a huſband, father, and. 
widower. The loſs of his wife touched 
him nearly, for the firſt fucceeding half 
year; but his bottle and friends, before 
the completion of the other half, totally 
ſubdued every painful remembrance of 
„her. He was properly attentive to the 
pig preſervation of his little female - 
infant, but her mental part was left to na- 
ture, rude and incultivate. He continued 
0 3 2 club, . of a. 
bf | ſcle&t 
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ſelect number of jovial intimates, until 
an unfortunate and tedious attack of the 
gout, and the death of two of his favourite 
companions, gave him a diſreliſh for his 
| wonted amuſements, and furniſned his 
heart with the firſt ſuggeſtions of avarice; 
which paſſion, as his reaſon gradually de- 
clined, received new vigour, and ſo quick 
a progreſs to change did it make in his dif-' 
poſition, that he was apparently become a 
miſer, by the time he had reached 0 e: 
markable period already e e 8 


In the courſe of that preparatory, NO 
parade, with which important caſes are 
treated, by ſkilful practitioners, Mr. For- 
teſcue had frequent acceſs to, the other- 
wiſe inacceſſible, Mr. Stapleton z whoſe 

' heart would fo far expand itſelf, on ſuch 
occaſions (in order to attach his counſel 
more warmly to his intereſt) as to make 
him partaker of a pint of wine, which, in 
reality, amounted to little more than an 
honeſt half-pint, it being his method to re- 
ſerve: a ſelect collection of hollow - bottomed 
. 
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| og | AIRED one eee . Mrz 
Forteſcue ſurpriſed his whimſical client, 
engaged at farthing piquet with his daugh- 
ters; now. ſeventeen, who deſervedly led 
the next place to his money in his affec- 
tions. The old gentleman was ſomewhat. | 
diſcompoſed at this indirect intruſion (as 
be. had many reaſons for excluding his girl. 
from all company, mankind in particular), 
but as he conſidered the intruder, in a lite- 
ral ſenſe, as maſter of his fate, he content- 
ed himſelf with haſtily commanding miſs 
Caroline.to withdraw; which e the 


yours, lady inſtantly complied with, 


"She did not, however, eſcape the obſer- 
vation of Mr. Forteſcue, whoſe heart · im. 
mediately ſuggeſted to him, that the hap- 
py period was now arrived for the comple- 
tion of his ne plus ultra, or the attainment. 
ol his utmoſt wiſhes. His rapid imagina- - 
isn put him into the inſtantancous poſſeſ- 
1 N ſion 
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ſion of the litigated fifty thouſand pounds, 
and it was with difficulty, he could ſo far 
command himſelf, as to be able to make a 
polite apology for this abrupt viſit, and 
aſſign ſuch reaſons for it as ſhould ſuffici- 
en mg "7 Wee N pr to Hirn. | 
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A Went be had has very tir peo 
the agreeable intelligence, of a moſt mate= 
rial and eſſential evidence, and had ſecured? 
their attendance at Weſtminſter, at the 
needful hour, which news was no ſooner 
communicated to his client; than the cloud- 
diſperſed from his brow, and the pleader 
was ſo perfectly reinſtated in the old gen- 
tleman's good graces, as to receive an in- 
vitation to ſpend the evening with him, 
which he thought proper to accept of. He 
artfully inſinuated, ig due time, a ſubje& 
which he was well convinced would be ac- 
ceptable to his companion, and before 
many hours were elapſed, there was eſta- 
bliſhed ſo good an underſtanding between 
them, from a ſimiliarity in their ſentiments, 
that Mr. Stapleton gave the defender of 
M4 44 
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his propetty, a general invitation to his 

| houſe,. and declared him to be a man after 
© his own heart; and, at parting, they in- 
- terchanged the moſt n * 
| Fran Eran 24 704 
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= Mr. 0 on . Wa to his on 
| habitation, be gan to form twenty ſchemes. 
for the accompliſhment of the ſingle pur- 
pole of obtaining miſs Stapleton for a wife. 
He felt an unuſual perturbation of heart; 
which he conſtrued into love; it aroſe, in- 
_ deed; from fentiments that might properly 
; eme under that denomination, though: 
not what a ſuperficiat obſerver would miſe 
E . take them for, our affections having, it is. 
well known, various objects to excite them. 
and I dare affirm; that if the lady had not 
- inſpired him with a tender conſideration 
for her perſon, her fortune had rivetted. 
J . bim moſt OS. e 
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| Mis Staplezoi's 1 or 
charms, for they are terms ſynonymous, 
were, „ Law, 
n | | Tri- 


T ripatite, FO Threefold, an . PN, 
retired life and education, and an un- 
queſtionable diſreliſn for expenſive amuſe- 
ments, and connexions. Having this new 
ſpur to his aſſiduity, he diſtinguiſhed him-/ 
ſelf in 2 ſingular manner, in favour of his 
client (felf-love, his ſecret ſpring of ac- 
tion) plain meanings were wreſted and tor- 
tured to the utmoſt extremity, and, after 
various hearings, and re-heatings, he car- 
ried it a er _ n p 
um; hp hy 


1 * 


He was «ent; the FOO evening: ef | 
this ſucceſsful day, to ſup with the elated, 
and grateful, Mr. Stapleton,” The enter- 
tainment was ſuitable to the munificent 
heart of the donor, and conſiſted of one 
penny - worth of over- grown radiſhes, the 
tail of a pickled ſalmon, and two ſcol - 
loped ſhells, replete with bread, and a 
very, limited quantity of oyſters. - A pint 
bowl, of antique china, contained a kind 
of ſimple near, in humble immitation, 


of What is underſtood by the title, of 
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punch; and a noble brace of thoſe bote ; 
alteady deſcribed, crowned: this rich re- 
paſt. Notwithſtanding this parſimony, our 
miſer had the addreſs to add one ingredi- 
ent which would have gratified the moſt 
| luxurious taſte,” which was no other than 
the preſence of the fair miſs; Caroline, an- 
indulgence ſhe ſeldom experienced. Her 
_ artleſs countenance was a ſincere picture 
af her. innocent heart, which knew no ſu- 
Perfluous wants, and when theſe of nature 
were ſupplied by the homely and ſcanty/ 
ſuſtenance, provided by her wha ſhe: 
7 Mod. not a wiſh ata | 


| 3 wa was her only compa-- 
nion, who, happily, was an ignorant 
country girl, and, by their manner of life, 
excluded from every opportunity of viti-- 
ating her, harmleſs uninformed mind. Con- 
ſcquently, however mean and ſervile, the. 
ſentiments miſs Stapleton might contract. 
from her converſation, they were uncor- 
N rupted by. vice, and unſullied by hypo: 
criſy. The Faggent. of her mind, like a. 
full 
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Full river, was free ſrom all fluctuatien; ; 
and, having no will of her own, was in an 
apt ſtate to be turned at pleaſure. Hence, 
had ſhe fallen into proper hands, ſhe might 
have been rendered a compleat- woman, 
uſeful to ſociety, and ornamental to her 
ſex: but the fates had otherwiſe decreed, 
by allotting her to be united, or rather, 
yoked, to .our provident- countellor, ho 
did not fail to improve this happy oppor- 
tunity to the beſt advantage; and as he 
was, in reality, an agreeable companion, 
no wonder the inexperienced miſs Caroline, 
thought him fo in an uncommon degree. 
Every entertaining relation was to her 
Arange, moſt we nderous range; and, not- 
withſtanding the diſparity of their age. 
Mr. Forteſcue made a very deep impreſſion 
on her inexperienced heart, which he was 
artful enough to perceive, and mary . 
exulting i in this beginamg: of ſucceſs... 
7 Miſs hne and "van and. e 
one and the ſame apartment, Mr. Staple- 
Db and his bags of (I cannot ſay untold) 
gold, 


** 
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Sol : anadjoining one. Love taught her cau- 
"tion, therefore as ſhe could not forbear im- 


parting the extraordinary approbation ſhe 


kad conceived for Mr. Forteſcue, the infor- 
mation was conveyed to her liſtening compa- 
nion, in a ſcarce articulate whiſper, who im- 


meſdiately voted for a match, from the irre- 


Aſtidle incitement and natural thirſt for darl- 


ing liberty. Your papa would not then, 


mis, ſaid this loquacious damſel, have 
it in his power to contradict you, and if 
eee ſo good as to take me for 
your ſervant, we boar wo; as s happy as 
| e | 
How PR Gees this deluſion, how 
Foreign to the reality this flattering expec- 
tation; can the bondage of a child, under 
a parental roof (however ſtrict and ſevere 
in appearance) ie comparable to that in- 
flicted by an auſtere and arbitrary huſ- 
band? A parent's heart, muſt indeed be 
callous, that is intirely free from indul- 
gent weakneſs for its ſecond ſelf; but with 


he huſband, it is far otherwiſe ; he confi- 
< - 2 ders 
2 


Tu«zx Humotin: IF 
| 4 himſelf as intitled to exact an implicit 
obedience to his will, from which he ad- 


mits of no appeal ; nor tears nor prayers, 
can obtain the W mann his 


eee 


Nature 3 fas hay with tha one, not 
even merit, perhaps, with the other. To 
the firſt ſhe is involuntarily pleaſing,” with 
the ſecond ſhe muſt labour en * 


Ft 


© Theſe ladies? id Mr. Finch. © were 
* my friend's reflections, when I was of 
the number of a ſmall amicable audience, 
*to whom he related theſe particulars. 
< There were, indeed, ſome young ladies 
< preſent, for whoſe benefit they were in- 
< tended; but the juſtneſs of the thoughts 
* recymmending chem to my remem- 
< brance, I have preſumed to ons ban. 
5 _ I nope, not nnn | 


1 4 
Lady Brightley expreſits her approbe- 
tion in very high terms, and begged her 


: - >a to proceed, declaring, ſhe on; 
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woth entertained by, and intereſted in, this 
little relation. Mrs. Ann eſſayed to (but 


. did not abſolutely) open her lips, but Mr. 


Finch, miſtaking- a- ſarcaſtic ſmile, for an 
aſſent to lady Brightley's ſentiments, with- 
out forcher _ reſumed. - 2 25 


- ** 


- » 


My friend: added, I wiſh theſe 64th 

4A now advance, may be favoured with 
the ſerious conſideration of the youthful 
part of my audience (looking upon them 
would . prevent. their uniting the (in re- 


lity) two greateſt contradictions upon 


earth, | matrimony. andy liberty, and in- 


"2M fallibly deter them from taking that ad- 
venturous ſtep, with that unhappy raſh- 


neſs, with, which the world furniſhes 
. too es 8 


N aw, 5+ , ; 
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1 "Mi > ner Sali frallowed, the 
crude notions of her misjudging compa- 
nion, and, from that hour, became reſtleſs 
and diſſatisfieds and determined to be, on 


one -protemetgr hun, always, for the fu- 


ture, 
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ture, a participator of that gentleman's 
viſits. To effect which purpoſe; ſhe be · 
came mote and more aſſiduous to pleaſe 
her father, and entirely renounced her 
childiſh amuſements. Mr. Stapleton, by 
no means penetrated the cauſe of this 
change in his daughter's behaviour, but 
imputed it to the natural W of 

R n reaſon. ee AE 


The counſellor 8 Sa 3 not wt fake 
fer him to ſpend ſo much of his time at this 
gentleman's, as would have been agreeable 
to his inclination.” He had too much diſ- 


cernment not to be convinced, that all at- 
tempts to obtain the father's conſent to ſo 


tune, would prove ineffectual; as, when 
weighed in the ſcale of avarice, notwith- 
ſtanding his great accompliſhments, and 
qualifications, he was affured he ſhould de 
8 "ous — | 
| 7048 2H 1 
Bur 8 he Was certain — old gen- 
tleman would not conſent to accept of him 
„Vor. I. E for 


diſproportionable a match, in point of for- 


1 Feen 82 11 


upon the young lady, to receive him for 
a huſband : but as he was ſenſible he had 
vanceswere flow, his artifice deep, and his 
fſucceſs the eee HP eure 
diſcretion. en S901 3; 


He obſerved her with an unerring and 
_ penetrating eye, and, as ſoon as her appro- 
bation of him appeared fixed and eſtabliſn- 
ed; he found means to convey. a tender 
epiſtle to her; containing a methodical and 
eincumſtantial account (moſt aptly adapted 
n her capacity) of the commencement; 
reſa; and certain continuance, of his 
„ for her, and eatneſtly requeſting 
me would. condeſcend to inform him, Whe- 
ther he had or had not been ſo we e 
, eee eee 
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Miſs Stapleton was clated with this 
unexpected declaration of ber lovers af- 
„ eee "TIL 
a 4 Ace 


xn Hool: 0 
aue of her humble confidant; penned n 
anſwer to the laſt degtee propitious (here 

Mrs. Ann's-countenanee bere many tokens. 
of difapprobation, ' which" was unobſerved | 
dy Mi. Finch, and he continutd)' Ste war 
far from TY will pardon me 
ladies, ſaid he, for retailing this obſtrva· 
tion of my friend) that the moſt grateful 
privilege of conqueſt, was to torture and 
torment: (Mrs. Ann rofied up her head, 
che teſt” of the company ſmiled, and Mr. 
Finch proceeded) Nor had the ever been 
raught to diſguiſe or conceal her thoughts, 
except from her father, whoſe haſty diſ- 

pleafire, wken he did not 11 to ap- | 
prove her notions, had ut her d 


natural reſerve. Za 1 7181 N Mae 
nente A1 bit 1 v3 rb 464.36 b 
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Her only apprehenſion. was, fell he 
Forteſcue's inclination for” er thou 
| come to his knowledge, and.t ie old g - 
deman forbid him his houſe. 3 


Aas 


fore intreated her lover (not ft 
that he was « qually anxious to 5 the 


portant ſeeret) not to tell her father 
| «dh | E 2 5 had | 


| "or Eaon Sz ir Ni 
had) wrote to her, as ſhe. was aſſured he 
4 would never. forgive her, if he knew ſhe 
received} a letter without his leave. Ad- 
ding, hes; ſhe was much ;oblige; o bim 
"Ihe une payer, d make him 
- amends, and ſhould neither be afraid nor 
unwilling to follow ſo good - natured a 
=: DOPE? advice, in any particular. | 


This ſpecimen of ; innate cen dente 
ould have enaged the ſincere attachment 

- of a candid and liberal diſpoſition, but 
Mr. Forteſcue's heart was too deeply en- 

- eruſted by avarice, to pay any regard to 
the artleſs graces of this genuine Billet- 
doux; The fortune was the prize he 
aimed at, che lady rather an incumbrance, 
or rent charge upon it, yet he nevertheleſs 
_ promiſed: himſelf ſome felicity from her 
docility, and pliant temper; and, in his 
own private determination, conſtituted her 
his deputy houſekeeper. His family con- 
liſted. of 'only one woman ſervant, . who 
i . ny and orderly, and 7 
ee eee ade 
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ated” in as many different capacities a 


the ingenious Scrub; and a charity boy, 
unintitled to wages, who received, once in 
three years, a new livery ſuit, which, a@ 
cording to his maſter's frugal calculation, ' 
vas mote than an adequate reward for his 
moſt diligent ſervices. No other living 
creature, except vermin and inſects (caſual 
and temporary inhabitants) did this hoſpi- 
table roof afford protection to. Nor did 
Mr. Forteſcue propoſe making the leaſt 
addition to his family, or alteration in his 
manner of living, on his introducing a 
wife, and doubted not, but if that happi- 
neſs was conferred upon mils; Stapleton, 
ſhe would be perfectly ſatisfied; in which 
| Je ure roms 53 Ny 
i 1 
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of his firſt epiſtolary addreſs to this young 


father's houſe, and change her name and 
virgin ſtate. Their nuptials were literally 
Private, no ſoul attending them to church, 
but the good divine, who tied the indiſ- 
EUs e 3 ſoluble 1 


lady, did he prevail upon her to quit her * 
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wlutle knot (for wirich he received the 
Sure fees appointed) and the clerk, who 
performed the office of father, in conſide- 
tion of which noble ſervice, to his fee was 


doper-added, one (hilling/* After the cere- 


mony, che bride was conducted to the 


-- 


— 


Selling of her huſband, who preſented 
her; in à Kind manner, to Mrs. Rebecca, 
n prime and truſty favourite. Dinner 
as ferved-up in a ſnort time; which prov- 


8 n de be tho beſt end of a roalted- neck of 


mutron; garnimed with the better half of 

A ee cocuinbers pur- 
chaſed, on that extraordinary occaſion, at 
_ neighbouring chandler's op. This piece 
of 4oinr:was ſueterded by a pudding, to 
the no ſmall ſatis faction of the bride, it be- 
ing a thing her eyes were ſeldom bleſſed 


eee 


_ Jeavibg of "whom, "The felt not the leaſt 
_ Tormpun@ion,' her young heart not being 


Huſormed of much flia-ſenſibility, a defici- 
ency eaßly to be accounted for, when we 


eonſider the tenour of his conduct towards 
"her. 71+ 04.5. _ * 2 A ee 22 14 3 
* 22 I 8 Go | | 


_ ” 
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Me. Stapleton was ignorant of his daugh- 


ter's elopement until he fat down to Uin> = 
ner, as ſhe always breakfaſted, and ſpent 
her mornings in the kitchen. His philoſo- 
phy on the occaſion was ſurpriſingly great. 
He betrayed, indeed, ſome emotion oN 
the firſt intelligence of her abſence ; but 
finding, on enquiry,” that his friend For- 


| teſcur had carried nene | 


ed t his dinner ——— 
and laughed in nnn | 
nnn W 54 2 © OTE nd | . EF 
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5 | He ne a tes 


lawyer wiſhed' this firſt rencaunten over, 
proaches, furniſhed himſelf with a ſyſtem 
of pleas beſt calculated, as he thought; 
ta appeaſe the wrath of his too yuſtly in- 
cenſed father- in · lw]. Prepared as he was 
for a ſtorm, judge, ladies, hqw gteat his 
aſtoniſhment muſt be on meeting with the 
uſual reception. The old geatleman, after 

. E 4 de- 


ſired to ſpeak wirt the bridegroom. The 
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debring bim to be ſeated, wiſhed him j joy 
in his new condition, and declared, he 
was very glad his daughter had done no 
worſe, than murrying a man of his in- 
duſtry and abilities; but added, I 
Fancy you will not, my friend, have 
much reaſon to applaud yourſelf on this 
occaſion. Tou have tricked me out of 
__* myichild,/'tis true, but you will not find 

| hors fortune" fo'calily:to'come at, as you 


may imagine; that is in my cuſtody; 
and ſnall ever remain ſo to the end of my 


© life. I do not, however,” continued he, 
either wiſh or deſire you to keep my 


4 : „daughter, nor to furniſh her with thoſe 


© neceflary” accoutrements,” I am ſenſible 
ſhe now ſtands in need of, therefore, it 
is my intention to pay you, quarterly, 
gie pounds for her boards and I will now 
advance twenty for her preſent cloathing, 
to the future you muſt look to yourſelf ; 
ke former payment ſhall be punctually 
continued, and let me tell you, it is more 


then either you for your ſtratagems, or 


A * cad for her r could 
x have 


we + 
* 


* 


Tun HUMKove, - 
t haye expected from me. You: may come 
and ſee me as often as you pleaſe, aud, 
ſo long as I meet with a proper reception, 
+ you ſhall have my viſits;-- I ſhalbpay m 
4 ſhilling. whenſoever, I take a dinner at; + 
your houſe, but I not lay you under 
the ſame obligation at mine.“ Mr. For- 
teſcue remaining in ſilent aſtoniſument, the 
ald man thus wound up his tedious ha- 
| ane z * There remains nothing more for. 
© me to ſay to you, but to adviſe you to 
* make. the beſt. of a bad bargain, and-I 
dam willing to hope, you have fo much 
« principle, as not to treat the girl ill for a 
«© diſappointment ſne could neither foreſee 
nor prevent. She beſtowed all in her power 
upon you, and as ſhe was ſo daring as to 
_ © ſacrifice, for ought. ſhe knew to the 
c contrary, her father's peace and happi- 
* neſs, you, may depend upon it, ſhe auld 1 
with equal pleaſure have put you in pf. 
© ſeſſion of his treaſure too; had it nat been | 
' © too. ſtrongly. guarded... What ſay you, 
6 counſellor,” added he, in a humourous 


E 5 accent, 


— 


— 


Een Sx'x un 


accent; 121 not Fan the" ſame? opt 
5 _— 2 2 9 * > 4 * 21 eng ® 8 
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* Th Kiſebneerted nate was nabe to 
aſſume that placidity of countenance, or 
compoſed behaviour, which Might intitle 
hum to the honor and reputation of bear- 
ing this ſevere and unexpected ſtroke 
with a graceful magnanimity. He loudly 
complained of imjuſtice, and miſconſtrue? 
tion of his conduct, and difclaimed, with 
great vehemence, the 'difreputable impu- 
tation, of tricking and ſharping. He 
acknowledged, he had, indeed, acted the 
lover's, but not the knaviſh part, nor did 
kis proceedings; he inſiſted upon it, de- 
ſerve the rough epithers Mr. Stapleton 

vas pleaſed to beſtow upon them. The 
old man interrupted him, with ſaying, 
that he could only judge from Appeat - 
ances, and thoſe” were entirely again 
im; that, for his part, he had tos plain 
4 capacity to 1 the quaint” de- 


Knitiotis he e be able to Hake, 
„ "URL. there- 


THEIR) Ho nobR: * 
| therefore, begged he would trouble him 
no farther, as, he could aſſure him, the 
refolutions he had taken, were as unal- 
terable as the precipitate contract he 
had made ſo ey at the Utar Vick 952 
GIN! 2 1 . "En 
95 of (tart vis 

- Me rorteſkue, $nding Ado "OY 
poſe to contend with am advetfary ſo pows 
erfal and obſtinate, todk x Rind of abrupt 
leave, and returned home with a rueful 
aſpect. Mrs. Forteſcue condoled with her 


"= . 7 
11 


huſband on this weighty catamity, but the : 


remembrance of it dwelt not long with her. 
She was naturally chearful, and as her huſ- 
band, though far from the tendereſt, ex. 
erted no ſeverity towards her, ſhe thought. 
pal we ee e e e eee 
tion. 5 4 5 N. 5 » e532 0 
- pt Pra 2] Weh ut s i io 

9 vilis lady Brighitley! Fai Mr. Finch, t 
is the infallible advantage and peculiar fe- 
* licity of a mind ignorant of thoſe delicate 
*fenſibilities. and ſenſations with which 
Sn We informed, nor is the humane 
5. eG 6 "0. 


$6 EAG a, IN, - {4 
n you poſſeſs, by any means a 
deſirable one, as it only expoſes the heart 
to a multitude of tender diſtreſſes, both 
Don its own, particular account, as well as 
6 * reſulting from generous and compaſſion- 
© ate ſympathy.” This apoſtrophe to lady 
| Brightley, was highly mortifying to Mrs. 
Ann, who ever piqued herſelf upon the 
humane ſuſceptibility of her own heart, 
though impervious to the moſt accute ob- 
ſerver. Suppoſe; continued Mr. Finch, 
I now give your Seng attention ſome 
> . until—— 


2 89 * — * 4 _ 
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5 «What 3 mean "I eilt faid lady 
Brightley, interrupting him, would really 
Ibe to me a puniſhment; I therefore beg 
£ you will favour me with the ſequel, after 

tea, without the interruption of ſupper, 

Vor other unimportant buſineſs. We ſhall, 

3 ben the tea equipage is diſpatched, have 
_ four hours till ten o'clock, and, for once, 
Im determined to poſtpone the gratifi- 
=_— « cation of my appetite, to the more pleal- 
* ing Res my curioſity, and, if 


your 


THEIR Humour; #5 
8 your ſpirits are equal to the relation, 1 
promiſe you . attention vill be unwea - 
ed.“ | . 5 TE . £42659 TP 


=: 00, 1.237636 ft ETA 

TW) Soldiers, Madam,“ replied Mr, Finch, | 
© are too much hackneyed in military nar- 
© rations, to feel fatigue, from ſuch taſks 
as theſe ; though indeed, it muſt be ac- 
* knowledged, that as moſt of our profeſ- 
<* ſion are Egotiſts, and, conſequently, their 
«© only aim diſplaying their own courage, 
and importance, their ſpirits - haye A 
« never. failing ſupport, and derive freſh 
* vigour from the recital of each different 


© atrack ; but I will now demonſtrate, that 


Jam capable of going through: with a 
8 le in which I am peither eee nor 
hound: 0 WON" (LHATACTFE WITS noble 4 & 
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% 
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=. at t this ;nſtant, Mr. Slaughter _ 
the young gentlemen, made. ; their, appear- 
ance, and the baronet, with a heart 
felt pride, and glow of friendſhip, intro- 


duced Mr. Stevens, as a moſt deſerving 18 


| young 1 Mr. Finch received 
— 15 | 88 FN : — him 


. Een SY 10" - 
OY great politeneſs, and 8, be 
was formerly acquainted with a captain 
Stevens, a remarkable brave officer, and 
worthy friend. The heart of Mr. Stevens 
| bouhded ut this unexpected teſtimony of 
kis father's merit, and he returned with 4 
E modeſt beſitation, I fir, am the ſon of 
dar very men on are pleiſed to make 
Fo *\fuch! favourable mention of“ The old 
| bfficer\arole,” and, with an honeſt grace, 
- Prefented his hand to the young gentle. 
man; *Toved your father,” ſaid he, * moſt 
Lunſeignedty; we made feveral campaigns 
I  <together in our juvenile days, (though I 
believe it is iow ſixteen years ſinee I have 
6 ſon” him) F Hall at all times be glad to 
Al eceive or ſerve, if in my power, Þ ler 
a relation of my much eſteemed Frank. 
But (perceiving the young gentleman. was. 
| '©ptay*, Continbed he, what acci- 
| > Heb Srowghe you amongſt us, or rather 

ahy what authority do you invade our re · 
. ©firement, rien muſt w. er to0i _ 
$ubu? 
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THEIR Homo. | * 
$16 Bades un W lady Brightley, Ki 
© commencement of my ſon's acquaintance = 
with that young gentleman is full as ro- 
© rpantic as what you have been relating; 
and, when you have given me d 
part af that tale, I myſelf will recite the 
adventure of thoſe youths, and inſiſt upon 
pour ſuſpending vont cutigfith dat char | 
« time.” Be it, returned: Mr. Finch, as 
fro your ladyſbip ſer mo: good. | Could my 
eee a ſhort ſeaſon,” 
continued he, I F ſhould: with , pleaſure ber 
© hold the friendſhip of the fathers revived 
© in their children; but this is a happi- 
s neſi E fehr I muſt not ehe for ma 
years.“ A ſeriquſneſs oberſpread the 
chearful aſpect of this honeſt man, on the 
recollection of the impoſſibility of ' behgld- 
ing his beloved child : but it was ſoon dis 
perſed, for he us boch too! well. bred, and 
ioo good · natured, to gie his friendz or 
eompany pain on his account. Sir William 
privately exulted in Mr. Finch's approba- 
tion of his companion, as he knew it 
would not fail to mortify his aunt, Pha 
from 


«205 Kok A SS 
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from obſtinacy and! caprice alone, cont!- 
nued to be his enemy. Mr. Stevens took 
s turn into the garden, in order to recover 
the little- diſeompoſure (attended both with 
pain "and pleaſure) which che agreeable 
mention of his ever — | 
1 — Ne, Finch of this 
_ Friend's death, and the retirement of his 
Wife and- daughter. Mr. Finch enquired 
if the latter was like her brother. The cu- 
rate replied, extremely, in her features; 
but wich this advantage, her complexion 
© ig prodigiouſly fine.* Pray, fir,” ſaid the 
_,- baronet, addrefling his tutor, © Is ſhe older 
eee ar 
l NO Rai ee ien ola en een: 
Mr. Slaughter replied, dme not ſixteen, 
but very tall and well proportioned; She 
Lie continued he, uncommonly* genteel, 
Landl appears to · poſſeſs great modeſty. and 
_ Eſweerneſs of diſpoſition.“ This ſlight de- 
ſeription of miſs. Stevens excited a wiſh in 
= the heart of ſir William, that he could have 
de pleaſuxe of ſeeing her, Her age, her 
| Wen N en, 


— 


THEIR Nun ova; 8 
abe ee and ſuppoſed agreeable diſpo- 
| fition, were not forgotten by him; and as 
the features of his friend were complete, 
both in ſymmetry and expreſſion, he con- 
ceived the young lady muſt be very extra · 
ordinary. On the re- entrance of her bro- 
ther, he examined his face intentively; and, 
however abſurd it may appear, he abſo-. 
lutely became enamoured of an object he 
had never beheld ; his imagination, the 
whole enſuing evening, was employed in 
contemplating the features of the unknown 
young lady, in the manly, but deter 
countenance of her MW rr 

„eta barack 
Tes was no ſooner over, than lady Brights 
ley claimed the performance of Mr. Finch's 
promiſe, and ſaid, as Mr. Slaughter, and | 
the young men, had dropped in, in the 
middle of the hiſtory, it cauld not be ex- 
pected they ſhould receive any entertain- 
ment from the cataſtrophe; but as, with 
Mrs. Finch, they could make up a little 
party at Quadrille, ſhe muſt beg their e-. 
cuſe for preferring her private ſatisfaction 
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to their good company. Mrs. Einch of 


fered herſelf to the (gentlemen for the pur. 


5 ee t nw tod 


iz. you vd dine bel nner CE de 
--*T hope; madam,” faid Mr. Finch, bows 
ing to Mrs Anne, I have your permiſſion 
o indulge lady Brightley's unbounded 
©curiofiry.” - Come, come," ſaid ber lady- 
fuip, this is abſolutely triſting with he 
my ſiſter and you are nexyer of an opinion. 


know ſhe is 200 well affected to me, not 


to wiſh 1 ſhould be obliged; and let that 
© be ſufficient,” Mr, Finch ſmiled, and re» 
$ ee narrative. 
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Mr. Fee kan esd bst digeſt his icons 


_ ditionfor a long time, as the incumbrance 


ef an unportioned wife was grievous to his 
ſan] but, 8 there was no remedy, he 
widely determined to limit ber expences, 
both of board and dreſs, to her father's 
noble ſtipend: and, at the expiration of 
the firſt quarter, on examining his ac- 
a. cleared up not a little, having 

© been 


ITI HOU nos. A 
been à Winer by Mrs. Forteſcue to the - 
amount of fifteen ſnilings and three pence 
halfpenny. His lady was pleaſed with his 
apparent good humeur, without wiſhitig tb 
pry into the motive; it Was ſuffciently fi 
tisfactory to her, that the enjoyed cafe, and 

mortifying, thrat ſhe was afflicted with "the 
rontrary, without the pains of reflecting 
from hat eauſe either the one or the other 
rt eee ht cu a vd ο 9 
eiel 10 Wiunagui al: yd dogs wrolla: a 
At length an event heppened Winch 18. 
vived all the counſellor's chagrin at, und 
deep repentance of, his matrimonial ſcheme, 
"which «was no other thay the pregnandy of 
his Caroline! (How wounding the impend- ; 
ing enpence how -infupportable the 
thoughts of an inſatiable nurſe; and extra- 
vagant little brat, and the inevitable con- 
ſumption of his Cowſlip wine; and contra- 
bank brandy! Mrs. Förteſcùe was unae- 
cuſtomed to the leaſt bodily diſorder, and 
but ill brooked the uneafinels of her new 
condition. Her complaints made her huſ- 
' band's home diſtaſteful to him, but he had 
no 
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no reſource to fly to; coffee · houſes, tas 
- nay, an humble ale-houſe, could 
be frequented without ſtraining his 
3 — and, conſequently, wring- 
ing his. heart; he therefore paſſed his. hours 
in his ſtudy, at that ſeaſon, of plenty and 
chearfulneſs, the Chriſtmas holidays, un- 
warmed by either fire or cordial, unaccom- 


panied by wife ar friend, and unenlighten- 
ed, fave by an humble ruſh, converted into 


a tallow taper, by the ingenuity of his 


ſuch circumſtances, could not be ſuppoſet 
to fly, but rather, to move in. bobbling 
pace; a motion, ſeemingly, more adapted 


to his decrepid figure, than chat of fleet- 
neſs. Nevertheleſs, ſo impatient, was Mr. 


Forteſcue at his delay, that he would not 


1 7 W 


have heſitated, had his venerable lock been 
within his reach, to have extended his pro- 


ane hand (ſo oft employed in graſping the 


tain- 
ww Ani (3.5 — alt. ; * rc 
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retaining fee) to ſeize. it, and thereby 
haften his ſlow advances. However, the 
long wiſhed for moment at laſt arrived, of 


Mrs. Forteſcue's delivery, and the exten · 
Gon of her huſband's "TIT 
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FHE infant cry kia firſt 
E ſaluted the vigilant ears of the 
houſe-keeper already mention- 
| Ned, who, abruptly broke in 
upon her maſter's retirement, to impart 


the glad tidings of nature's kind benevo- 


lence, in conferring the honourable title 
of father upon him. By an involuntary im- 


KF pulſe, they ſmilec upon each other, though 


-mutually unconſcious of every pleaſing 
ſenſation. The new made father felt the 
afſſicting pangs of avarice, the houſe- 
"Roger of additional work and W 


Rebecca, aid the counſellor, © I con- 
Sow you to obſerve, with the accuteſt 


's Ss "my -operation of that 
8 90 


TIR Humour, Io 
< limb of : extravagance,” madam -riurſe} 
* fave "her, I charge you, from! the fin ef 
rubbing his forehead, it wilt be 2 hap- 
« py day that clears the houſe of theſe hors 
rid incumbrances.” | Rebecca intirely as 
faithfully promiſed to watch all her moti- 
ons with Argus eyes. This great point 


vail, and Mr. Forteſcue demanded, wit 


2 real deſire of information; whether the 
babe, ſo nearly related to him, was mals 
er mne ebe bag 
oF! "1 7 3 was] FER : £ | 10 2 oh 
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This important queſtion his d iligeont 
10 : 


10 
do- 


ſome enquiries after her miſtreſies | healely 
at which time, the above- mention 1 

rogative might be properly introduced. 
This natural, though intended, rebuke, 
Mr, Forteſcue ſenſibly felt; and infant), 


| Al | for 
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for the future exiſtence of his child, * 
vided the burial ſaved the chriſtening, or 

the chriſtening, the burial fees, was equally 
indifferent to him: Rebecca, from 'thie 

double motive of obliging her maſter, and 


| 3 5 gratifying her own inquiſitive diſpoſition, 


7 ſelf of the ſpecies this little ſtranger be- 


© haſtened to the room of female ſtate and 
conſequence, and having obtained admiſ- 


fion, acquitted herſelf of her embaſſy with 
no ill grace. She afterwards informed her- 


| longed to, and expreſſed a deſire to ſee it, 
in which ſhe was indulged by the affable, 
aànd condeſcending, Mrs. Midnight, whoſe 
obliging humour was the reſult of the 
heurt · felt ſatisfaction ſhe enjoyed, from 
having had ſo honorable an opportunity of 
exerting and diſplaying her abilities, as 
aſſiſting a counſellor 's lady, in an emer- 
gence of fuck roy ines: 
1 ; 
"The: babe of 1 ho; b to 
Aer g view; and was, in reality, a very 
lovely one: and notwithſtanding this houſe- 


; , v ſtate had n her 
from 
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perceived 2 irikin ey reſomblance between 


infant's account, = Ay pins ſeems 
ingly- pious ejaculations. But the truth was, 
that Mrs. Rebecca (her maſter's intereſt 
out of the queſtion) ws an excellent timo 
ſerver, or an adept in the deep art of hy- 
pocriſy, and being gifted; wich the talent 
of weeping, and judgment to employ that 
occaſional and convenient fountain of tears 
to the very beſt advantage, inſomuch, that 
ſhe might, juſtly, be ſald not to ſpend ons 
in vain, ſhe never failed to inſinuate her- 
ſelf into the favour of the lick, the igno - 
rant, and the unfortunate. . Smiles were 


not equally-at her c nature . 
ing beſtowed a ſet of ———— 
which, were never capable of making any 
nearer advance towards the appearance of 
good humour, than an abſolute grin, and | 
even that was rarely aſſumed. 
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dim of her miſtreſe's. ſafe delivery, for 


rated ſo far as to excite an inclination in 
him to contemplate this genuine reſem- 


* had been too long accuſtomed to conſi- 


* Kaen sir iu 


8 
ins award fince ſhe bad infarmed 


before he .xeceived that neus, poor gen- 
tieman, be took on fad She then 
withdrew, and made ſo favourable à re- 
Port to her maſter,. of his little daughter, 
that, had not his heart been ſo ſteeled by 


avarice, as to abſorb every other ſenſa- 
tion, when his intereſt was likely to be ef 


fected, parontal yearnings muſt have ope- 


blance of himſelf; as by Rebecca's repre · 


der every denomination of the feminine 
gender, as unprofitable branches, and fa- 


5 * ir umberances, to hold even his little 


ert, upon his affectionate conſide- 
Fall in any other than very light eſti- 
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THEIR” Humovs. BY 99 
| His coal-heap ftrikingly decreaſed, his 


candles were incredibly conſumed, and 
every other ſpecies of proviſion, underwent 


2 proportionable- diffolution. He could 


not, in common decency, avoid taking 


ſome little notice of his wife, but, in ſpite 


of all his efforts to the contrary, his coun- 
tenance contracted a lowering caſt, as the 


formidable day approached, appointed for 
a RG" e OE) he eco of 


gops. 


His Aus; been, TY at this junc- 
ture, © moſt uncommonly propirious ; for 


Rebecca's country friends, having omitted 
the Chriſtmas preſent, ſent moſt oppor- 


tunely, a turkey and chine, to which was 


added, upon Mrs. 'Forteſcue's account, a 
ſabſtantial pudding, interſperſed with a 


whole nw well a pou, oh malay ni * 
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The WAI though he exctoded 
his daughter from an immediate participa- 


tion of his treaſure, had not excluded her 
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from kis heart; and as his che 
maintenance did not lye at his door, he 


was highly pleaſed with her, and, having 


offered himſelf as ſponſor, contributed not 
à little to the improvement of his ſon· in 
laws good humour, by producing, on 
his arrival, the morning of this much 
dreaded feaſt, alternately from his coat 


pockets, a couple of bottles of Bardadoes 


rum. His waiſtcoat pockets contained 


his relation, to eomplete and n a 
| * of rn . 


ble was plentifully covered, by unexpected 


ſome damaged lemons and oranges, culled 
for the purpoſe, the preceding day, at 
Billingſgate, and an ample quantity of 
ſugar, purchaſed on eaſy terms, from the 
compting houſe, of a petty ſugar-baker, 


Mt. 8 was by no > means averſe 


- 400 partaking of even an elegant entertain- 
met, if unattended with expence to him- 


Sell nor was he inſenſible to the gratifica- 
tions of taſte and appetite; and as his ta- 


n, ran Sanne 


me EH W 


urn Ho MOU R, tot 
eaſt of diſpoſition, and became the life of 
the company, as well as the darling and 
admiration: of Mrs. Midnight and Mrs. 
Nurſe, who jointly, and- ſeparately, de- 
clared, they had never met with ſo comi- 


cal a gentleman before, in their whole” 


lives. This feſtive ceremony was ſucceed- 
ed by a pleaſing, and long-wiſhed for 
event, viz. the diſcharge, and abſolute de- 
campment, of the above mentioned ladies, 
who evacated- the premiſſes, on the mor- 
cow of this' great ay. The legal and cuſ- 
= term of —_ * — 


Mrs Funes ** 1 in a 0 
character, in which ſhe ſhone moſt ſupriſ- 
ingly, nature being the only fetuiſite qua- 
hfication, and ſhe was nature's ſelf, The 
little Caroline reaped the utindſt advantage 
rom being daughter to an uninformed: 
unbred woman, as Mrs. Forteſcue Was. 
wholly. unacquainted with thoſe polite de- 
licacies and unnatural refinements, bx 

which. atone;, ſhe 1 * have been inſtruct- 


— 
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ed to neglect her helpleſs innocent off | 
+ ſpring, an impediment in the conſtitution, 
being the only plea ſhe could admit, or 
- indeed, conceive to be ! * not 
ee the morher's ny. [he 3" 
"i 1 4 , 

ee began | to be really atthiches to 

| hs miſtreſs, as, contrary to her expecta- 
tion, ſhe found her work conſiderably di- 
miniſn, where ſhe Had apprehended a con- 
ſequential increaſe. Mrs. Forteſcue did not 


degenerate into ſlutilſhneſs, with reſpect to 


either her perſon or houſe, notwithſtand- 
ing her new charge induced her to relax, 
in ſome degree, that 2 2710 of 9 
ſhe Rn: e vous cope FT CTY: 


WAY EDN > 


Fa os aa of Kebocks abated; the 
6 000 upon the provident counſellor, in 


_ - the {ſeveral articles of houſe · keeping, be- 
came leſs frequent; and he with pleaſure 

_ femarked; that, in a whole ſix months, 
after the birth of his daughter, his wife 
- had not even expreſſed a wiſh for the 2c- 


boa of one rr 23 of ribband or 
: bother 


Ern Humwovk. rog 
other deſirable trifle. And, to his unſpeak- 
able ſatisfaction, both mother and child 
excluſive of the houſe rent, did not exceed 
the whimſical 2 deen nM: 
asse 

* Hui brigkginoabiis aid. M 
Thee eee, ee on ke 
A0 the little Caroline, each ſucceeding 
day, ſome ne inſtance of her father's 
growing affection, and her grandfather's } 
dotage. She inhemted every good quality _. 
of Mr., Forteſcue, in conjunction with the 
artleſs in de, and candid tion of 
her mother. Her. perſon. was. peculiarly 
pleaſing, her prattlo ſweetly engaging; but 
ſhe. was allowed no other inſtructor than 
her uninſtructed mother, to form her ten- 
der mind, who was. barely capable of learn- 
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ges, by the prevalence of an uncommon 
capacity and prompt genius, ſhe very ſoon 
became wiler than her teacher, and was 
| Ade N | F 4 | Nv 
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ing. her to read with. talerable propriety, _ 
the Hs re in ſacred writ. ls 


* Notwithſtanding: ae pe 3 
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_ extreamly- deſirous to be taught wckivg 
andarithmetic, but was prohibited the ſtudy 
of either of thoſe ſciences, by her ſtrange 
father, and equall/ ſtrange Wunder; 
the former objeted to writing; "as"ahly 
; enabling girls to be undutiful and intrigue- 
ing, and the latter conſidered figures, as 
+ an; unneceſſary» branch of -female educa- 
15 don. 05 10 50 wy 90. eng VA 
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> Ts 8h as his daughter advanc- 
the 


ed in years, read Her lectures vpon the 
ory" of economy and good management. 
Rebecca enforced the practical pati but 
miſs Caroline, theugh Me was für GI uf. 
teig to deipile:gobd ufifryA or lo- 
mg upon it as beneath the confideraion:of 
one of her expectations; yet ſhe perceived 
ſotnething more was eſſential to conſtituie 

a character ſuperior to that of the domeſtic. 
Her ideas were dark and perplexed, nor 
could dhe Bd one dire ding clud Whetcby) 
to diſengage herſelf from that labyrinth of 
native ignorance in which. the was be wild 
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Rebecca 


rrert Runes Aly. 
- Rebecca. would ſometimes: touch upon* 
| thi perfidy of man (for it ſeems this maids. 
en had not paſſed all her days withour the 
Hattering- proſpect and deluſive hope, uf 
cleaping the reproachful ſtate of antiquat— 
ed virginity) (Mr. Finch . . 
that Mrs. Ann Brightley was perhaps u.] 
young miſtreſs, the unhappy: amour ſhr 
had formerly. been engaged in. Herde 
ſeription of love was almoſt enthuſiaſtic 
and never failed to puzæle and furprife the 
jiſtening innocent, in whoſe apprehenſion 
that paſſion was a calm, natural ſenſation, 
and had its ſource either in gratuude or 
approbation. The affection with which - 
ker gentle boſom was informed, ſhe would 
; © Frequently define in its every denſe; and de- 
-Qhace--it from its genuine ſpring and fe-- 
/qret incitement. She could ſufficiently. dii- 
\ ane and the limitted confide-- 
ratidt — entertained for her father 
and gratidfather ; but the maſt lively ſenſi- 
. he Had ever experienced, of grath-- 
cin | F 5. —_ 


x06 Each Sex in 
. dete fenderneſs,. fr" eee | 
thy, was by no means conſonant to the ex» 
travagant repreſentations of Mrs. Rebecca; 
and that a ſtranger ſhould be capable of 
exciting ſuch agitations in a ſenſible mind, 
was, to her, 4 very dark and unaccount- 
able cirgumſtance. Theſe were the reflec- 
tions of miſs in her Teens, of a different 
caſt, it muſt be confeſſed, to the young 


coquetiſh heroine, of dhe fue ſo int 


Miſs Caroline was, at this abs 


fifteen years of age, and though born and 
- bredin the polite city of London, yet were 


ber checks unaccuſtomed to b:dden bluſpes, 
her beart uninſtructed to flutter, at the ap- 


pearance of a laced fop. Her father and 
grandfather were the only males ſhe ever 
exchanged a word with, or beſtowed a 
thought upon. This misfortune (ſaid Mr. 
Finch, as my friend uſed: to call it, who 
-homourouſly aſſumed a peculiar gravity of 
* "countenance at this juncture), was owing to 
1 and u narrow education of her 
n | KY | mother, 5 
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mother, who, had ſhe happily been endued 
with an intriguing ſpirit, her daughter's 
underſtanding and knowledge of life would 
not have been fo contracded md Salinen 
D Nea 507 1 8 

Mr. Forteſtue, about eight aan ago, 
was recommended to a client of fo gene- 
rous a diſpoſition, that he daily bleſſed the 
occaſion that had introduced him to ſuch a 
profitable acquaintance. e had (from the 
eonſequence his fucceſs in his profeſſian 
gave him) free acceſs to à plentiſul table, 
genteel company, and flowing bowls, Which 
attached him ſo ſtrongly, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the "meaſles were in the family, 
and he well knew he never had them, his 
reſolution was not equal to ſubdue his in- 
clination for viſiting there during that pe- 
riod; by which imprudence he not only 
caught the infection himſelf, but commu- 
nicated it to his wife and daughter, by* 
which means poor Rebecca had her hands 


full, Mr. Forteſcue inſiſting upon it, that 


ber care and nurſing; were ſufficient for 


them all, in ſuch a flight W 
e . 4 2 N 
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Nor did he ſpare. herpmendance, fot his 

- Nneſs exceeding his expectations, his im» 

patience and diſſatisfaction were propor- 

| -  tionably great; and being one aight ſeined 
with a violent bleeding at the noſe (com- 
| raon inthis diſtemper) he was ſo. crugh and 

* unceaſonable; as to compel- his. wife 30 
> quit her bed, in the height of her fever, to 
allt Rebecca's endeavours 10 ſtop the 
alarming effufon, imagining, that che he- 
nliſdus moment of his departure was. at 

9 be Mrs. Forteſcue ſubmitted to chis 

* brutality with an amiable reſignation, tho” 

. hare became a ſacrifice to this act of bar 
barous puſillanimity; her diſorder ſtriking 
to her heart, in four and twenty hours ſhe 
breathed her laſt, to the ſevere affliction of 

her truly affectionate daughtet Mr. For- 

teſcue was ſhocked at her ſuuden depar- 
ture, being apprehenſive that he ſhould be 
truck off the old gentlemanſs liſt, eſpeci- 

Ally if the too apparent cauſe; of her death 

mould reach his ears. Rebecca, he knew, 
was faithful to his intereſt, but miſs Ca- 

e he had not ſo much con- 


A 
_ 5 . r fidence 
| , b | | 


4 * 
5 4 o = . 
Y , EY S 
4 + OR ” 
— 4 X 1 
* 95 — 4 
. * CT p * fe 
= 0 g 
* 0 & : * 
E = 
N — „ 
. |; . 2 * 
| * 5 
— — * 
1 0 "AT * 0 1 + | * 


erer Humour B09 
ker mother with unfeigned tenderneſs, and 
be cquld not but agkgowledge. her affec - 
tion to be- an act of juſtice, in igturn far 
her indulgent, and, to the beſt af her ga. 
pacity and abilities, truly. mater nal cate gf 
her conſequently, was fearful, leſt „ 
ſhonld let fall. ſome caſual expreſſion, in 
the overflowings of her grief, that migbt 
diſgeſt. Mr. Stapleton, and unhinge his 
darling ſcheme of becoming guardian 88. 
bis daughter. wheaſoeyer the old man 
auld make his exit; the only key he 
could promiſe himſelf to the long wihede 
for- — of his eich. | 
* 


| adam ach ndbloof this 4 
ening contingence, and commiſſioned to 
fit her yaung miſtreſs's ſentiments, and 

inſiauate, as occaſion ſhould require, fuck 
whaleſome atlmonitions, as ſhould reſtrain 
her from throwing out the 5 re- 
Hection _ ay nn nn 
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| She was Ikewiſe deputed to bear the 
melancholy tidings to Mr. Stapleton, of 
dais daughter's deceaſe. This uſeful do- 
meſtic, as I have alteady hinted, was natu- 
rally hard favoured; had ferrit's eyes,” # 
C.uontracted brow, | high-'cheek bones; and 
an uncommon extenſion of mouth. - Your 
imagination, ladies, will, I doubt not, ſug- 
| geſt to you, without farther deſcription; 
the tertific appearance of ſuch am (at beſt) 
horrid aſpect, aggravated, as every un- 
toward feature was, by an aſſumed ſullen- 
 _ heſs, or gloom, intended to denote a ſor- 
eto the heart was Crow of. 


: 1 
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Nature had, in fone degree, e 
mined Mr. Stapleton's avaritious propen- 
 fity. The child, and grandchild, had been 
too much for him to reſiſt, and his heart 
became gradually ſoftened and expanded, 
cmaugh not ſo largely as to be viſible in 
acts of generoſity. He ſaw his children ex- 
empt from the want of the common neceſ- 
- faries of life, and he was far from being a 


. tend to ** He intended to be- 
"hom, 
& * e 


rn Hun. 11 
ſow, to the laſt ſhilling, what he poſſeſſed, 
upon them, 'when he was no longer able to 
retain it; but, ſooner; his avarice whiſ- 
pered, would leſſen his conſequence with 
them, and, perhaps, relax the kindneſs of 
Mr. Forteſcue for his wife; for, as his ears 
had never been invaded with clamorous 
complaints, he had no e bet his 
aan was en at e | 
* „ er 
He had 5uſt dud "a . when 
thei grand meſſenger, already mentioned, 
appeared before him. He 1nvoluntarily 
ſhuddered, and, with a faultering voice, 
demanded, if his children were ſafe? This 
interrogatory was extremely ill timed, as it 
threw Rebecca out of that train of eloquent 
intelligence ſhe' had formed, and put her 
ideas and ſelf-· approved reflections to flight. 
In a word, ſne was reduced to a nonplus: 
nor was ſhe; able to recover herſelf, until 
rouſed by a vociferous repetition of the 
above qugthion. She then, with tremulous 
voice, retgrned, * Miſs: Caroline; fir; is as 


well can be expected, and, likewiſe, 
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my poor an: for alas, fir,” ubiag 
bp the corner of her apron to conceal: . 
ner tearleſs eyes, my dear miſtreſs is 

t reſtꝰ The old man was not equal to this 
Hoek; Which Mrs. Rebecca. perceiving, 
pavhedietely-crught-hold' 'of him; and, ex- 
ulring her ſorrowful accent into a deep 
bellow, preſently alarmed the only remain · 
ing inhabitant of. this manſion, a- frmale 
| ſervant; with whoſe aſſiſtance, and a libe- 
ml rubbing of his temples with hartſborn, 
they at length brought him to a ſenſe of 
bis cruel loſs. He wrung: his withered 
hands in the extremity of grief, and loud 
ly, - and ee n * 
eurer fen 2 E bee 12 * | pot 


5 


—_ ce Fr pecelieBinn vey con- 
| 8 Rebecca to haſten home, and 
redouble her diligent care and tenderneſs 
of his only. remaining comfort; and draw- 
ing a gvinea, for the firſt time in a whole. 
ſeven years, unteluctantly from his pocket, 
delired ſhe would procure whatever neceſ . 
ſaries his * ee N and 


wa.” 


| nz; Humot ns. 19 
he would himſelf call and ſee her, as ſoon 
as his grief ſhould ſo far ſubſide as not tu 
increaſe her's. Rebecca ſpeedily returned 


of the old gentleman's ſorrow, producing 
the ſhining token of undiſſembled kindneſa 


he had committed to her charge. Mr. For- 
teſcue eyed it attentively, and, putting ſix- | 
penee into her hand ( the ſame. time re- 
ceiving and pocketing the yellow ore) bick 
her obſerve Mr. Staptcton's\diredtions, ind 
enquire; ii Caroline "was id want of any 
neceſiry, wichin the 3 
with which e had intruſted her. 
>. toda. Ad nx s.: wy f 
1 1 exponce W's FARE 6 
dis memory; and threw him into the ur- 
moſt Undertakers, and thieves, 
he was wont da rank in the fache claſs : that 
che houſe muſt be infeſted with ſuch; ani- 
mals of prey n A keen mortiſcation ta 
bim, and be unfeignedly wiſhed his- Wife 
had been ſpated, ftom totives purely co 
nomfeal; but as death was as incorruprible 


a8 tremendous, and both fees and intreaties 
0 * Try unavail- 


* 
— 2 


to her maſter, and made a faithful report 
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law, and flattered himſelf, that the redun- 

dance of his ſortow, and parental regard, 
would induce him to take upon himſelf the 
diſcharge of this laſt ſolemn: office his child 
would ſtand in need of. Supported by 

this hope, he bore his loſs with Chriſtian 

fortitude,. non eee. 


bi ig woltsy gd antze:loe; as 2119152 


Poor WY Caroline's heart underwent 
very different agitations. Hen — 
for her mother inclined: her to conſider her 
father's behaviquc with horror. and deteſta - 
tion; but When ſne remembered he had 
an equal claim to her duty and-filial-conſi- 
detadion, - ſhe was ſhocked at the ſevere 
r ildement which, by an involuntary im- 
F- pulſe, ſhe had paſſod upon his actions. Yet, 
to be obliged to ſit down in an amicable 
manner, with the murderer of her beloved 
mother (for in, that light ſhe looked upon 
him) and endure the painful reflection that 
that very murderer was her other parent, 


oh OO end inevitable taſk. ſhe thought 
inſup» :- 


- 


— 


THz1r HUN OUR. 1th; 
inſupportable. In this condition ſhe was 
found by the truſty Rebecca, who informed 
her, that ſhe might expect an early viſit 
from her grandfather. * © To be ſure, miſs,” 
continued the ſycophant, the poor gentle- 
man takes on grievouſly, and I hope you 
© will be ſo tender and kind, as to give him 
all poſſible comfort. If tears could re- 
© call the dead, added ſhe, (with a diſtor- 


tion of features not to be deſeribed, at the 


ſame time wiping her hypoeritical eyes) 
©£ there: would be ſome cauſe to ſned them! 
< but as that cannot be, and we muſt all, 


« ſooner or later, as the bible ſays,” returl 


£ fruitleſs lamentations, it wodlf” be wet 
if we would generally ſtrive to lefſerreach 


to duſt, inſtead of waſting our F in 4 


© other's-ſorrow. This I know, that, if 


you, miſs, do not uſe every good-natured 


and chearful means to keep up your 


© grandfather's ſpirits, it-Will not be long 

80 ern you wy him to mourn for alſo??”” 
* FT @ 7 368” 

The concluſion of this curigubitilringue | 
rouſed miſs Caroline. from the deep reverie 
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the was fallen into + Rebecca,” faid the, 


with the moſt emphatic accent, Ewill en- 
* * deavour to follow your good advice, and 


* ſupply. to my dear fecond father, the ſe- 
< vere loſs he has ſuſtained. But my hap» 
| $pineſs,”. continued this amiable young 
lady, foftening into tears, © will be lodged: 
in the grave with my kindly indulgent 
mother, friend, and conſtant companion. 
Ho tedious and diſtaſtefol-muſt my fu 
* ture life be, deprived of ber converſe» 
tion and company! The faculty of fpeerh 
wil be to me an uſeleſa endowment; un- 
* le it js employed in lamenting her um- 


was a ſtring Rebecca wiſhed to touch upon, 
but wat a a loſs for a proper introduction; 
ſhe immediately catched. this unexpected 
opportunity, and, with an inſinuating 
voice, ſaid, | ſhe had never minded the 
eee much ren — 


Small Fang but that, er ter, ſhe mould 
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8 « Rebecca, 
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Rebecca, Rebeeca, interrupted mils 
Caroline, wick great | earneſtneſs, my 


mother, but, tecollecting herſelf, ſhe ad- 


ded, in calmer terms, my poor mother, 
<* you ſee, was taken off, by even OO 
1 Ring malady;' - l 000TTE IK 
Miſs Caroline's manner of . 
berſelf, rendered her private ſentiments ob- 
vious to this cunning obſerver, who replied, 
Tour father's being ſo / alarmed, poor 
* gentleman, at the bleeding of his noſe, 
< way certainly an unhappy thing, as my 
dear miſtreſs was ſo imprudent as to leave 
her bed, and, without doubt, good gentle- 
woman, haſtened her end.“ Whilſt ſhe 
aid this, ſhe watched every turn of miſs 
Caroline's countenance, in order to diſcover 
ber real opinion; but a caution reſulting 
from the duty ſhe awed her father, induced 
her to be upon her guard, and ſhe replied, 
that it, was the will of Heaven, and hoped 
the ſhould be enabled to ſubmit without re- 
PORN. + © You have this conſolation, how- 
* ever, miſs, faid the artful Rebecca, * and 
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| © to be ſure a very great one it is, un 
though you have loſt a good mother, you 
© are not left deſtitute of friends; you have 
_ <ftill a kind father and grandfather, and, 
1 dare ſay, you will, in time, be con- 
V vinced, that millions are more unhappy 


TION 
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0 * Rebecca,” returned miſs Forteſcue, * ſuch 

2 « guilty minds as I haye heard: you deſcribe, 

© muſt be ſtrangers to the ſupports I feel. 

My dear mother was not of the guilty 

number, and if departed ſpirits do enjoy 

| © reſt, Iam ſure ſhe will have her ſhare. I 

_ ® wiſhevery body had as honeſt and unde- 

5 ſigning a heart as her's, and ſincerely 

_ © hope, that 1 ſhall never, by any event, 

: be brought into the wicked world, but 

_ © paſs away my life as privately and inof- 
t e as ſhe hag done before me. 


"Mr. Forteſeue rang bis bell, to 44 no 
ſmall ſatisfaction of miſs Caroline, as ſhe 


heartily wiſhed to be delivered from her 
5 diſ- 
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dilagreeable ee _ . ſum- 
mons happily e a Mi * 


The next day Mr. Spülen though in 
a weak condition, the conſequnce of his at- 
fliction, and a night paſſed in reſtleſs an- 
guiſh, came to ſee his poor Caroline. She 
me, ſaid he to Rebecca, my child's 
apartment; I will follow- you, but the in- 
*-firmities of age render man's pace a'ſlow 
© one': my eyes, too, added he (holding 

his hand before them, to conceal and re- 
preſs his tears, which trickled through his 
trembling fingers) are but weak; I believe 
may more ſafely truſt to bes nn 
"08 my gh in "going * lain 


TL B * 


Rebecca's hace was TR; un- 


feeling with reſpect to this poor miſtaken 
old man. She had never, in all his vilits, 


received one tender from him, which was a 
ſufficient bar to her favour and approba- 
tion. She made no reply, but, tripping 
before, agreeable to his requeſt, darkened 
the, at beſt dark, ſtaircaſe, to ſuch a de- 
r N gree, 


1 — 1 | | 
gree, that a mwch-dearer- fight! than Me, 
Aer 8 ward have been varrniling. | 


Suppoſe, Mrs. Rebecca. faid the old 
8 as he aſcended, you were to 
ſtep in firſt, and acquaint my ehild that 
am coming; for I would: not be too 
abrupt. Lord, ſit, interrupted the; 
pertly, do you imagine my young miſtreſs 
tis turned fool, to be frightened at her re- 
c lations? Na, no, PH warrant you.“ So 
ſayings ſhe haſtily opened the room door, 
and bawled out, Miſs, miſs, here's your 
grand father.“ Miſs Catoline's ſpirits could 
hardly ſuſtain this boiſterous ſalutation, but, 
exerting her utmoſt ſtrength, in tender 
conſideration of her grandfather's repoſe, 
ſhe advanced to meet him, and ſaid, This 
ere to viſit your poor fick 


1 

r . 
Tube old — eee 
in ſpite of all his previous reſolutions 
to the contrary, and wept like an infant. 


Ss * 1 miſs Caroline, « ſpare me, 
| _ 7 


= 
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ing fight! Thoſe dear venerable eyes 
© muſt not be thus impaired. Conſider, 
if you have loſt one child, you have ſtill 
one continued to you, that ſtands in need 
of, and claims,” your paternal protection. 
Pray, fir, pray, dear ſir, added ſhe, with 
the moſt eee mi conſider rt 
N der. l 


5 «Tao, 1 dor ſobbed a the „re 
* and will, and will be ſatisfied. Where is 
your father? added he. Miſs Caroline 
ſighed, from a recollection ſhe did not 
think proper to reveal, and replied, ſhe 
ſuppoſed in his own chamber, for ſhe un- 
derſtood he had nor yet quitted it. Is he 
kind to you, my love,“ interrogated this 
1 have you every thing that is pro- 
per for you, and dueattendance?? T 
all which miſs Forteſcue anſwered I the 
affirmative, believing herſelf leſs culpable 
in ſacrificing her veracity, than wounding 

a heart already too much opprefſed. 


— 
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;* What did the good houſekeeper pro- 


s 5 mide for your dinner? reſumed he. © She 


. knows what you like ; and did he tell you 


hat it was by my injunctions, and: at my 
dexpence, that ſhe accommodated you (as 


$ A hope be al), Wink: ſome ale rn P 


Miß . was too bad a  diſembler 
not to betray ſome ſurpriſe at theſe queſ- 
tions. She did not tell my child I re- 
© membered, her,' continued this ſoftened 
old man; © I fee by your countenance- ſhe 


6 did not. It was cruel to conceal even ſo 


ſmall a token of my affection from thee. 


I intruſted her with a guinea only; but if 
© ſhe is capable of being unfaithful in | 
little, her principles will never induce 
her to act juſtly in much. I now begin 
* to fear my Caroline is but in indifferent 


hands; but I will furniſh you, my love, 


5 * with the means of taking care of your- 
* ſelf? I aſſure you, ſir, faid the young 
lady, I have no reaſon to complain of this 
* woman's behaviour in any other reſpect 


; than the injuſtice ſhe has now PR 
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© ſhe is really both diligent in het attend - 
« ance, and tender in her care of me; there - 
fore I muſt intreat you, my dear grand- 
papa, not to entertain one uneaſy thought 

about me, but ſave me, by a due conſi- 
« deration for your own repoſe and 12 5 
from a ſecond ene ' 


: My good child, | ſono Mr. Staple- 
ton, © you muſt be the ſupport and com- 
* panion of my old age: can you, my life; 
conform to ſpend your time in ſoftening 
the tedious, painful periods of my declin- 


ing days? In the courſe of nature they ! | 


© can be. but few, and, from the recent | 
< blow I have received, will, in all proba- 
© bility,- be, full of ſorrow, unleſs you can 


© ſubmit to the great taſk I am ſo unrea- | 


* ſonable and ſelfi a as to wiſh to W en 
upon n 24 mn 
„Call it not a talk. W r 
Caroline, * my honoured grandpapa; 
will be an unfeigned ſatisfaction to me i 
* be. continually about you. Inclination, 
9h G2 20 © as 
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das well as duty, will incice me to exert 
e my utmoſt abilities in promoting your 
s eaſe and happineſs. My father cannot 
object to parting with me, on ſo good, 
ſo incumbent an account; and as to my- 
<felf, a few hours preparation alone will 
be ſufficient for my exchanging one pa- 
© rental roof for another.“ Ah, Caroline,” 
ſaid this old man (hutnbled and-mortified 
by affliction): you are too good, I do, nor 
«deſerve the bleſſing of ſuch a child, nor was 
] capable of valuing you or your poor mo- 
S ther as I ought, until overtaken by theſe 
trying cincumſtances. I have ſuffered the 
accumulation of wealth (from which I now 
find myſelf unable to draw the ſmalleſt 
conſolation) to engroſs my whole thoughts, 
and have ſufficient for many children, 
though Heaven has ſeen fit to leave me 
© - * only thee to inherit all I poſſeſs. Tou, 
my girl, I hope, will enjoy it properly, 

| *and avoid the curſe attendant on the 
E + miſer's hoards. You ſhall beſtow your- 
l ſelf and fortune on ſome worthy man 
= 4a can 73. 
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e will be beloved; for am convinced that 
© is the beſt en for human ee bh 


An Eee whoſe W AT was i- 
tuated in the pariſh of St. Giles, and whoſe 
perſon, no Jeſs than his ſhop, moſt apt- 
ly anſwered that inimitable deſcription | 
of Shakeſpear': s, entered miſs Caroline's 
apartment, and feeling her pulſe, which 
were ſtrongly agitated by the various paſs» 
ſions of duty, tenderneſs, and affliction, 
by which her heart had been affected, de- 
clared that her feyer was ſtill very higb, 
and recommended the. loſs of ſome ounces 
of blood, a bliſter, and half a dozen 
draughts, by way of prevention. Mr, Sta: 
pleton was terrified at the danger this tat- 
tered Galen. ſeemed to apprehend, and con- 
jured him, to conſider if any other chan 
the diſagreeable method he had preſcribed. 
could. be of uſe to his child; promiſing, 
at the ſame time, he ſhould be no loſer by 
the omiſſion. of the. ſeveral” operations. he 
had mentioned. Mir. Pemberton: having 
taken ſome. moments to reconſider miſa 

G 3 For- 


ms Phew Sir in 
Forteſcue's caſe, proteſted, that he could 
not ſafely prefcribe any other remedy pre- 
ferable to thoſe he had already hinted at; 
except, indeed, the young lady was to try | 
what the country air would do for her; in 
which caſe, he would ſupply her with ſuch 
medicines as would retain their virtue for a 
month or two, and be equally efficacious 
as at their firſt preparation, if ſhe ſhould 
have occaſion for them; for, as he had at- 
tended her during her late diſorder, he 
could be a better Judge of het conſtitution 
chan a ſtranger, as ſuch an one, and eſpe- 
cially a country practitioner, would proba- 
- bly, by preſcribing an gn regimen, 
| do her an — inurx. 


4 I7) 47 N 
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| "Mr: Stapleton paid but little attention 
to this learned rhapſody, any farther than as 
it related to the country air, having always 
had a high opinion of that reſtorative. He 
therefore told the lean, learned gentleman, 
that he might prepare a few things for his 
grand-daughter to take with her, for ſhe 

would not ſtay im town a week longer, if 
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her father would conſent to her removal. 


Tube obſequious apothecary bowed an al 
ſent, and immediately withdrew. | 


I will now,“ ſaid Mr. Stapleton, © viſit 
© your father, and try to prevail upon him 
'* to. conſent to our journey; and, ſo ſoon 
* as I have: obtained it, I will apply to a 
friend of mine to procure us a ſnug 
lodging, at ſome honeſt farm-houſe, at a 
little diſtance from any town, as the aic 
* will be much purer, and we ſhall be leſs 
+ expoſed to goſſips and goſſipping.* Miſs 
Caroline aſſured him, he might depend 
upon her being ſatisfied with his choice; 
on which declaration he kiſſed her, put half 
a guinea into her hand, and took his leave. 
He then repaired: to the apartment of his 
ſon-in-law, who gave him a moſt kind re- 
ception, and concurred, both in heart and 
voice, with his requeſt, with reſpect to 
miſs Caroline, for ſo long as his faithful Re- 
becca was continued to him he was inca- 
pable of feeling any loſs; and as he hoped 
to receive the uſual ſtipend,” not wichſtand- 

. ing 
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wg his 2 independent ne, 
, "8 the thought of parting en WES 


Hie then, under pretence of deſiring to 
alt agrecable to the opinion and approba- 
tion of Mr. Stapleton, conſulted him con- 
cerning the funeral preparations of his de- 
ceaſed» wife, but as one thief can ſooneſt 
was not at a loſs to gueſs the lawyer's mo- 
tives for paying him the compliment, and 
&" he was determined his child ſhould be 
decently: interred; and was now become 
unmindful of inevitable expences, he told 


Mx. Fortefcue; he would: order an under- 


taker to conduct every thing relative to 
that folemn work, with a proper frogality, 
and he himpelf would diſcharge his bill. 
Dur counſellor could not, however, be ſa · 
tisfled with even gaining this great, unex- 
pecded point, but: made a bold puſn for 
M Srupletor's lodging the ſum, he choſe 
0 limit theſe expences to, in his hands, 


: of them to him: 
but 


. 
S 
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but his attempt was unſutigeſsfph. and he 


was obliged. to fit don, in aan. 
with a thankful heart, for what the old 


gentleman was n to do, in his own 
PRES I l ea x Nigg as * 
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rr was made to the gentleman now at 
my brother's, from whom I had theſe anec · 
dotes, to provide ſome comfortable retired 


place, for the accommodation of this old 


man, and his lovely grand-daughter, and 
as he was engaged to make a viſit to my 


brother, he recommended this part of the 
world; but the batchelor oppoſed. their 
coming within ten miles of his dwelling, 
as an old doting whining: fellow, and a 
Rite pert girl (the light he is determined 
to conſider them in) are, he ſays, yery un- 
fit companions for him. I was, therefore, 
honoured with the commillion of finding a 
convenient place for them near Brightley, 
aud have ſettled the terms of their accome: - 
mo dation with farmer Johnſon, diſpatched 
* of my proceedings t WP: 
| G5 bros 
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Lady mad checked Mr. Finch 1 
the agreeable entertainment he had give 
her, and declared, ſnie ſhould be — dt 
ghd't to . native characters. N 


"Mis: Ann was dent, her wrath againſt 
her neighbour being not paſſed away. The 
_ thier company having finiſhed their pool, 
they Joined parties, and the chat became 
general, for one half hour, when a light 
ſapper was introduced, and, in conſidera - 
tian of the evening's being far advanced, 
was ſoon diſpatched, when lady Brightley, 
wich her ſiſter, under the united protection 
of the curate and the friendly Wanne | 
fafely- ag ga to the * . 

#35755 | | 
Mr. sbagtter had a fiter TOWER a 
banker in London, who had one child 
| only, 4 girl of twenty, whoſe conſtitution 
(vaturally A Was Tae: a 


44 
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by an intermitting fever; ſbe was reduced- 
to the utmoſt extremity of 'weakneſs, and 
was ordered by her phyſician to try, as her 
laſt reſource, her native air. Mr. Shel- 
burne, her father, was a man in affluent ' 
_ circumftances,” and extreamly fond of his 

daughter, he therefore inliſted upon her 
being inſtantly conveyed, by eaſy ſtages, 
into Gloceſterſhire, and that no expence 
ſhould be ſpared in a caſe of ſuch import - 
ance, as the recovery and r e of 
his child's health. wth 


| Mrs, Shelburne was too well acquainted' 
with her brother's circumſtances, to expect 
any other accommodation at his houſe 
(gratis) than an apartment, bur as her ex- 
pences would not be greater, hut rather 
diminiſhed; by ſpending their time with 
him, and ſhe had long wiſhed to ſte him, 
ſhe-reſolved to take advantage of this op- 
portunity; ſhe accordingly wrote to him, 
and informed him of her intentions, and 
the conditions om which ſhe deſired to be 
received. The curate was delighted witk 

Ber "—_ and aſſured her ſhe might.. 
G. 6. 


* 


depend. 
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OY a hearty welcome and com- 
fortable apartments; and, if ſhe would ac- 
quaint bim when to expect her, mn 
— e 9-40 


fra. Shelburne. Was a Venn beowveen 
forty and fifty, of a robuſt conſtitution, 
Y and. maſculine ſpirit,” and, as the firſt 
twenty. years of her life, had been ſpent i in 
a remote part of Gloceſterſhire, her man- 
ners were ſtrangely ruſticated. Mr. Shel- 
burne was her junior four years, and hap- 
pened to be ſummoned into the country 
dy a ſick uncle, on whom he had great 
dependance, juſt when he was about ſet- 
tling for himſelf in his profeſſion. He 
bad ſerved 3 ſeven years clerkſhip | to 
a, rich trader, rough in his manners, 
contracted i in his ſentiments, and who con- 
ſidered money as the ſummum bonum of 

all things. He continued i in the neigh» 
bourhood of miſs Slaughter, three years, 
his uncle lingeripg:on, in a deep decline, 
vying that whole 9 1 On his firſt 


ed 
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ed; with the lady above-mentioned, , and, 
ſoon. profeſſed himfelf her admirer, far, as. 
his ideas were far from being enlarged, her 


-perſon pleaſing his fancy, he ſought for no 
mental qualifications. The conteſt between 


his love for mifs Slaughter and his love of 
money ran high for. ſome. time, but at 
length the former prevailed, and, after 
paying his addreſſes to her in a ks, man- 
ver for two years and a. half, before he 
could bring his heart to a poſitiye determi- 
nation, he prevailed upon her, with very 
little difficulty, to marry him privately, for 
fear of diſobliging his old uncle; whole 
objections to the match, he foreſaw. would 
be unanſwerable;; the, lady's fortune be- 
ing wholly perſonal, her father, 3 clergy- 
man poſſeſſed of a ſmall vicarage only, 
and conſequently unable to make any pro- 
viſion for either his daughter, or his Jon 
be curate, 


5 4 — N 1 "I 
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| by 2 their marriage, the became 
pregnant, which alarmed her huſband pro- pro- 


Gigiouſly, but, happily for, him, bis uncle 
"was 


[ * anl. 
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was taken off, before it became viſible, 
Katie 6 bim maſter el Twelve hound 
pounds. I" rs 
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"His lady 3 was bee darts 
ed, and the day of marriage publickly pro- 
claimed, in order to prevent the tongue of 
envy or malevolence from being buſy with 
her fame. And, as ſome time was neceſ- 
fary to ſettle their affairs, Mrs. Shelburne 

was indulged with lying in, in the country; 
Mon whence ſhe was, ſoon after her reco- 
very, removed to a handſome habitation 
in Lombard ſtreet, her huſband having en- 
tered into partnerſhip with an eminent 
batchelor banker, who was e to Been 
in. -ihe bouſe of his friend. ' AK YL 


©. 
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The infant, which 1 was a  dardghter, was 
Kept in the country for the firſt two years 
of its exiſtence, and was then cohveyed to 
the great metropolis, ſince which time, 
Mr. Slaughter Had never heheld either his 


filter or niece. Mrs. Shelburne had ſeveral 
aher children, but they all dying in their 
| infancy, 
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- infancy, her huſband's: heart was * upon 
his truly amiable daughter, for Whom he 
was ambitious to make a eee, 
for ſome n of Wera ? 


as 5 - 
” Lf g : 


The gels! bears mn ils Raney: Skel- 
burne, was perfectly unaſpiring, and her 
 fpicits, from a conſtant ſucceſſion of bad 
health, extreamly weak: Her countenance 
was overſpread with a delicate paleneſs, a 
kind of languiſhing luſtre adorned her eyes, 
and her accent was ſweetly feminine. As 
her conſtitution by no means promiſed her 


length of days, or enjoy ment of the few 


ſhe might be allotted: to ſpend in this 
world, her mind was entirely detached 
from the vanities of life. Dreſs was a fa- 
tigue to her, and much company: ſhe was 
quite unequal to, One friend, ſhe often 
thought, would indeed have been highly 
grateful. to. her, if ſuch an one could have 
been met with, equally diſengaged wick 
herſelf, from the buſtle and follies of the 
Beaux monde, and poſſeſſing a ſuitable 
r of taſte, and tenderneſs of ſen⸗ 
| able, 


—— - 
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ſibibey, ant could be capable of a willing 
| participation of her limitted pleaſures, and 
frecquent painful comfinements; but her 
: generoſity never” failed to condemn this 
wiſh as narrow and ſelfiſh, and derived 
from à blameable diſſatisfaction of heart. 
Could me permit her felf-love, (ſhe would 
aſtr) to become ſo predominaot in her 
dreuſt, as to induce her (had: ſhe even an 
opportunity to lay ſo cruel a tax upon a 


bumanely, ſympathetic diſpoſition ? To 


which demand ſhe always found a negative 
ſuggeſtion, and would in the end, perſuade 
__ Ierfelf (becauſe ſhe wiſhed to be ſo) that 
ſhe wus perfectly "es and ne 
W ther condition.” 

ee eee bay übe 8 
ſaperior in- age, had been long her ſecret 
aulmirer, but never diſclaſed his ſentiments 
w/her, - 14 et e —_ 


\ ST 10 £345 An 2 wy 49115 

- ens a Mack: . 
his celandlon, as ſue was ſenũbie ba poſ- 
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ſoſſed, in the large ſums he was maſter bf 


every accompliſnment and qualification re- 
quiſite to recommend him to her father 


and mother; and blefied the occaſion! of 
her deliverance from this-threatening perie+ 
cution, ſincerely wiſhing ſue might end het 
days in Gloceſterſhire, as death appeazed 
a thouſand times more eligible to her, than 
being precipitated» (as ſhe was well con- 
vinced ſhe ſhould, whenſoever her father 
ſhould be informed of her friend's defire) 
into {o-. unnatural. and diſproportionate. an 
union. For ſo ſiple was ſhe as to conſider 
mutual affection as the grand eſſential to 
conſtiute nne n. _ io 
Youu + 078 '07 nrg! +} 402 cM Aten 
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Mr. 'Slaightes condruhibatd, ae 
able news of his ſiſter's intending; him a 
viſit, and her matives for ſo doing, to his 
patroneſs, lady Brightley, and her family, 
Mrs. Ann immediately referred to her ſiſteꝶ 
to confirm her aflertion of having foreſeen 
their arti val, by ſome of her peculiar 
en feverab days before. Her n 
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but, turning to Mr. Slaughter, ſaid, ſhe 
was ſorry her retired diſpoſition put it out 
of her power to contribute to the amuſe- 
ment of his friends, but het good wiſhes, 
for the young lady's happy recovery, ſhe 

could promiſe, and that her coach, or an 
eaſy pad, ſhould be at her ſervice, when- 
ever ſhe was diſpoſed, or able, to take an 
airing. Mr. Slaughter was profuſe in ac- 
_  knowledgments for this honour; which he 
doubted not would give him ſome conſe- 
quence in the eyes of his relations. Mrs. 

Ann declared, that ſhe conſidered the viſit 
of theſe ladies as an extreme fortunate cir- 
cumſtance, for ſhe began to grow weary of 
the recluſe life ſhe led, and was perſuaded 


mme ſhould find in Mr. Slaughter's fifter 
(bowing to him with great complacency) 


2 ee, dag, e . Ie _ umd in- 
| cuination. 14 DI vi 
. 

The cores: dnl: med that's it was 
ſo long ſince he had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
his ſiſter, that he could not anſwer for her 

un 0 


% 
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in any other reſpect, than being properly 
ſenſible of the condeſcenſion and favour of 


ſuch valuable ladies, bowing, in his tum, 
with due Ny and decorum. 


Sir William " ſecretly A” « at Bir. 
Slaughter s intelligence, as the mention of 
a young lady was an uncommon and pleaſ- 
ing ſound to his ears, eſpecially, when con- 
ſidered as a prelude to her appearance 
amongſt them, and offered, with his mo- 
ther's permiſſion, to attend his tutor in 
that days journey he had promiſed to take, 
to meet his ſiſter, and join in eſcorting the 
ladies to ar berg oh | 


C 


p -+- 


The cet forſook the ene o& the 
baronet's fond mother, at the bate thoughts 
of her beloved ſon's abſence, for a whole 
day and night; the many accidents ſuch a a 
| ſucceſſion of hours might expoſe him to, 
when from under her maternal wing, ſhock- 
ed her imagination, and ſhe replied, *1 

© hope, my dear, you will not reluftantly 


* ſacrifice your inclination to my peace? 1 
of 4 feel 


ne Een 8x 1 


« feel myſelf unequal to parting with you 
for ſo long a time. You have never yet, 


e ſince, your birth, flept from under my 


* roof, and it would be a ſevere ſtroke to 
* me for you to begin now. Do not, my 
© love, continued ſhe, © think me unrea- 
ſonable; you will be able to account for 

my tender anxiety and apprehenſions, if 
eyer you ſhould become a father to an 


# n if it ſhould pleaſe 


Heaven to deprive you of the companion 
$. of your heart, and leave you poſſeſſed 
«alone; of one dear pledge, and reſem- 
* dance of your better-ſelf,” 8 


4 The tears that ſtood in the eyes of this 
worthy, miſtaken lady, bore down all oppoſi- 
tion, even in thought, from fir William, who 
haſtily aroſe, and taking, with the utmoſt 
alſection, one of her ladyſhip's hands; 
pardon me, madam, aid he (with an ac» 
Cent that evinced the ſincerity of his ex · 
 preſſions).* for having difcompoſed you by 

Lan idle requeſt; and believe me, I ſhould, 
f am yield a = 


i942 9 
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6 of infinitegmore conſequence than this'is, 
c to your tenderneſs and repoſe,” nor will I 
ever again, by my indiſcretion, occaſion 
© you the painful recollections ' you have 
_ © now experienced. No, my good mother, 
added he, kiſſing the hand he held, be 
aſſured, I will ever prove obedient to 
eee tcuns 


Her ladyſhip ſmiled wich e 1 


— a the generous youth, for his 


filial conſideration of her, but was obliged 
to retire to recover her uſual compoſure 
and ſerenity. The baronet went immedi- 
ately into the garden, attended by his 
friend Stevens, whoſe kind and ſenſible 
converſation, ſoon baniſhed from his breaſt 
the affecting ſenſations, his mother's beha- 
viour had cauſed him. Stevens, faid fir 
William, (having ſubdued his emotions) 
* it is an unhappneſs to be too tenderly be- 
loved. Vou ſee how Iam reſtrained from 


war noble purſuit, nay, abſolutely im- 


priſoned within: the narrow limits of this 
4 Ss villages and half a dozen circular 
We. miles, 
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miles, by my. mother's extreme attach: 


* ment. to me. My guardians have made 
frequent applications to her ladyſhip, 
during the preceding four years of my 
fe, to obtain her conſent for ſending me 
* tothe univerſity under proper tutors, and 
to permit me, in the laſt year of my mi- 
© nority, to make the tour of Europe. But 
the breaking of her heart would be the 
* infallible conſequence of either of thoſe 
© ſteps ;. and, therefore, you may judge, 
by my recent behaviour, how unequal [ 
am to ſuch cruel proceedings. I believe 
my guardians have a very mean opinion 
© of their charge, as I have, from my own 
hand, aſſured them, that I prefer a retired 
to a public life, and that if my confined 
education will not qualify me for a great, 
© I ſhall be content, if I do but deſerve the 


© epithet-of a good man, and that it is my 


© fixed reſolution to ſubmit my inclinations 
© to my mother's. direction ſo long as ſhe 
© lives. One of my truſtees,* continued 
the baronet, who is a relation, and very 
« YON" ſent a ſevere: and impertinent 
SEU | s anſwer 
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6 anſwer to my letter, telling me, he was 
* ſorry fir Samuel Brightley ſhould have ſo 


puſilanimous and effeminate a ſucceſſor, 


but that he had done his part, and, with 
reſpect to advice, -intirely waſhed his 
hands of me, and could only ſay, that it 
was a thouſand pities, ſo fine and exten- 


< five an eltate,. ſhould. be the inheritance | 
of a youth, who was maſter of ſo wrong 


4 head and contracted a heart, and that 
4 I ſhould be left, for the future, by him, 
© to, petticoat government and my Own 
wiſe inventions.“ 


—- 


24 Theſe * and . reflections 


, upon my - dutiful compliance with my. 
« mother's. fond wiſhes, I have hitherto 


treated with filent contempt, but ſhall 


take a future opportunity of convincing 


_ © this hot, preſuming, ſelf-ſufficient rela- 
lation, that I am not degenerated into 


© that abſolute milkſop he miſtakes me for, 


by my paſſiveneſs in this particular. You 
cannot, Stevens,“ added he, blame this 
intention, as I would only wiſh to do my 
£ ſelf a piece of juſtice, and am far from 


* ſeeking. 


We | „Een SEX 10 
| 4feeking ID 4 t er e 
FE") reſegement.” | 


ne! ee bed that his filial eon- 
formity would ſecure him the approbation 
of the ſenſible and humane part of man- 
kind, and as for the gay, the bold, and 


unthinking, their good opinion was rather 


a diſgrace than an"honour. '* Perhaps, ſir, 

added he, lady Brightley's great affection 
for you, may, in time, prevail upon her 
to enter again into life, by flow grada- 
© tions : the firſt drawing her out will be 
"© the difficulty, but, believe me, I am not 
without hope; that your dutiful perſe- 
verance in a kind complianee with her la- 
dyſhip's inclination, will, at length, ſub- 

due, on your account, her every objection 

| 1 London.” | 


1—— eee d dhe 
baronet's young mind; and at the ſame 


time that they ſoothed his darling wiſh of 


extending his travels beyond the ſmoke of 


oy native chimney, confirmed him in his 
: -reſo=. 
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reſolutions. of never giving Mis mother a ſe. 
mp vanes, vel Pr 


Mrs, en Brightley had aimed aide 
ſiſter, in the young gentlemen's abſence, 
that, poſſibly, her coach might he a more 
agreeable conyeyance for Mr. Slaughter's 
relations, than their paſt-chaiſe, by en- 
abling him to enjoy their company and con- 
verſation, during the whole laſt day's jour- 
ney; a circumſtance, if ſhe inight be per- | 

. mitted to judge of the hearts of other 
friends by her own, particularly pleaſing. 


Her ladyſhip intitely acquieſced in this 
opinion, and the delighted curate was au- 
thorized to command the coach, at the day 
and hour moſt ſuitahle to his purpoſe. The 
next poſt brought him an account of their 
intended ſtages, the appointed time for 
their departure from London, and at what 
town and inn they ſhould hope to ſee him, 
according to his kind _ which my XY 


_—_ e 
Vol, I. 
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The windows at the parſonage-houſe und 


| {lei a diſcipline they had not, for ſeve- 


| ral preceding years, experienced, and every 
apartment of this almoſt uninhabited dwel- 
ling was opened, (cleaned, and aired, for 
che reception of his gueſts, as their tem- 
Porary maſter conceived the narrow limits 
occupied by himſelf and Mrs. Alice, would 
be by no means W to his London 
ne | 


4 * 0 


At e mern arrived for his ſet- 
nung forth on the expedition abovementi- 
oned; when, having paid ſome unuſual at- 
tention to his outward adornment, he made 

a very reverend and gentleman-like appear- 
aAnce. The real colour of his cloaths was 
for once predominant, and his cravat re- 

_ "rained its virgin whiteneſs, free from ſpot 
or blemiſh; for which retention of inno- 
cence it was indebted to the good divine's 
unaccuſtomed precaution, on adminiſtring 

the grateful Spaniſh to the delectable gra- 

$ tification of his noſtrils, of induſtriouſly ap- 
7 Fus his out- ſpread hand to receive the 


N "us impending | 


” - 
- 
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impending grains. His ſhoes, by the dili- 
gence and induſtry of Mrs. Alice, out- 
ſhone the ebon black; and his ſilken hoſe, 


having undergone the ſeveral operations of _ 


ſmall-beer lavation, and curious healing 
of fractions, diſcovered the elegance and 
gracefulneſs of his legs, to an amazing ad- 
vantage. His wig had paſſed through the 
ſkilful hands of fir William Brightley's foot- 
man, who was promiſed, in return for his 
civility, a handſome gratuity at the enſu- 
ing Chriſtmas, the year being ſo far ad- 
vanced, at this juncture, 3 as * W 
ninth of May. ES 


| Thus equipped, he breakfaſted at the 
hall; and had not his apprehenſion and va- 
nity been particularly flow and drowſy, 

Mrs. Ann's kind 'and approving glances 
would have convinced ed he” had not 
dreſſed in vain. 


He was conducted to the coach by 
the young gentlemen, after having re- 
ceived the. warmeſt wiſhes of the good 
in "MY H2 , maiden, 


1 
— * > * * 
£ 3 5 4 
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maiden, for a © en u 
turn. LS | 


Fe arrived, without the ſmalleſt acci- 
dent or miſadventure, early in the after- 
noon, at the houſe of appointment; where 
he had not waited long before the ladies 


__ _ EIS. 


ee 16 * W by the 
watchful divine, than he preſented himſelf 
beſore the chaiſe, and alternately affiſted 
his ſiſter and niece in alighting, not omit- 
ting the cuſtomary ſalutation on the meet - 


| | ing of friends. He then uſhered them into 


he parlour he had ſecured for their recep- 
tion, where * dea were ace 
pod. * was $4.3 | 


Ahe Sbelbesse, wee Mes ber 


1 en. had brought a coach for their ac- 


commodation, gladly diſcharged the chaiſe, 
zud the evening was ſpent in mutual ſatiſ- 


Action; by the next night they reached 


Brighdey with great facility. Sir William. 
r 3 3 5 and 


* 


. 
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and his companion were returning from a 
pleaſant and innocent ramble, when ſud- 
denly their ears were ſaluted with the 
tinkling village bell; which ſtrained com- 
pliment, put the ſafe dure of. the uy 
_curate rde (hs 1 gTE | 


The baronet's 1 to behold the 

young lady, would not permit him to pals 
| the parſen's door without 3 friendly call. 
Mr. Slaughter preſeated his newly arrived 
friends to this young gentleman, at the 
fame time informing his ſiſter and niece, 
with more zeal than propriety, of fir Wil- 
liam's great merit, and kis. own obligations 


to him. Our hero was greatly diſappointed  . 1 


in his expectations with reſpe& to mils 
Shelburne: his heart, indeed -acknow- 
ledged, whilſt he contemplated her lovely 
* countenance, that, in ſpite of the languor 
and ravage of fickneſs, ſhe. was extremely 
pleaſing; but it was not a dying beauty 
that could engage his admiration. On this 
ↄecaſion, for the firft ume, Mr. Stevens's 
: ſentiments 7 ran exactly counter to his young 
A 9 friends 


* 


— 
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friends; ts him her languid charms were 
ĩrreſiſtibhy attractive. The gentleneſe, the 
ſerenity of Rer aſpect, he conſidered, as in- 
<HGications of her delicate mind, and fir Wii. 
liam gave him, unintentionally, great con- 
cern, by making only a very ſhort viſit. 
The ladies made their appearance at the 
ball the next day, and lady Brightley con- 
iceived an affectionate ſympathy for the 
young lady, from a certain engaging me- 
; OF in ves * ; 


7 


Mrs Anne was as 3 ditguted 17 
155 Mrs. Shelburne's illiteracy and affectation, 
as her vanity was gratified by the deference 
and reſpect ſhe paid her.” The human heart 
s ever open to receive the pleaſing inſinua- 
tions of flattery, let the flatterer be ever 
* de rg or F ponent ; 
| "Me: Stevens "WF NICE) bly growing 
| Wicca for miſs Shelburne, and reflect- 
*ed, with a tender horror, upon the appa- 
2 rent nating wm: th of . 1 80 nota 


er 21 02 ©; 


©» 
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Eady Brightley, with much good nature, 
aſked miſs Lucy how ſhe bore her journey, 

and whether a village had not an odd ap- 
pearance to her, who had ſpent all her dayͤs 
in the hurry and confuſion of the great me- 

e Wt; 


The young lady replied, that ber ſairits ol 
had, for ſome years, been ſo weak, as tio 
render the buſy. ſcenes of life almoſt inſup- 
portable to her. That it had long been the 
ſecret deſire of her heart, to be caſt into 
fuch a retirement as ſhe had now happily 
attained; that ſhe conſidered herſelf arrived 
at her laſt ſtage; and (if her ladyſhip would 
| pardon her introducing ſo ſerious a reflec-. 
tion), it appeared 'to her, that all her re - 


maining buſineſs was, Juft to look about ber 
8 to die. 5 * 


Mrs. Sbelburne rebuked' her daughter 
in very ſevere terms, for her obſtinate folly, 
in imagining her end fo near, notwithſtand- 
ing the repeated aſſurances of her phy ſici- > 
an of the reſtoring N of her native 

ee ee "If EDEN. air, 


433 Fllen Sz th _ 
dllt, and the advantages of her youth. * 
_ < triadam,” addreſſing lady Brightley, 
© has ever given' way to this filly turn 2 
. iS mind, and has been dying, in imagina- 
tion ever ſince her birth, I think: but 
- < ſurely, Lucy,” added this unfeeling pa- 
rent, you might have had better 1 
IM „elan to 2 125 in this good company. 


"I wound miss Shelburne's 8 Abet 
A t received from this unnatural and 
ablurd ff SY was vitibly depicted in her 
{liable 6h The humane la Brightley 
Was likewiſe burt by this mother's unin- 
tended batharity (for as Mrs. Shelburne's 
heart, was far from being informed with 
"the foft feelings of Humanity, ſhe had no 

conception of the afflicting emotions her 
roughneſs occaſioned in the gentle brealt 
of her daughter) and her ladyſhip faid, * L 
+ perceive, madam, that your healch has 
not been ſubject to many attacks, and 
. that your mind has been happily exempt 

2H 4 from deep. afflictions. I, who have (Con- 
 tigued ſighing)”* experienced both, in 

_« avery, 


* | - 
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a very great degree, can entirely ſympa- 
© thize with miſs Lucy in her ſerious ſenti- 
ments. I believe ſhe and I, from a ſimi- 
« larity of diſpoſitions, muſt be companions, 
© whilſt you derive; your enjoyments from 
<a different ſource.” Then, addreſſing 
the young lady with the utmoſt kindneſs, - 
invited her to the hall, at ue ek 
ene that 1. nn e 
Nis Skelburne lied, ih br 0-0 
grace, that nothing could be more grateful 
to her than her ladyſhip's condeſcenſion ; 
and that he would preſume to indulge hær- 
ſelf, now and then, with the honour and 
ſatisfaction ſhe ſo obligingly invited her to. 


Mrs. Shelburne happily poſſeſſed coolarge- 
a ſhare, boch of vanity and inſenſibility, (o 
receive the leaſt  mortification from lady 
Brightley's apparent diſapprobation of her. 
Her perſon was no leſs pleaſing, in herr 
fight, than her wiſdom and ſmartneſs, tho 
nature had been equally ſparing in her cor 
poreal and mental endowments. When 
ſhe imagined ſhe had made a ſufficient dis. 
ie Hs * * 
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play of ber charms and qualifications, ſfie 


ook her leave, and on her daughter's ac- 
count alone was her abſence e, 


* 


Als Ann very pathetically nec the 
narrow ideas of her new acquaintance, who 
was not, ſhe ſaid, without her-merits, not- 
withſtanding the thick cloud'of ignorance 
by which they were ſurrounded, and there- 
by rendered almoſt impervious to a com- 
mon obſerver. Lady Briglitley interro- 


| pared, with a ſmile, of what nature Mrs. 


Shelburne's perfections, or merits, might 
be? and declared, they were K. im- 


r Nis 


- 


| 55 15 Siſter, CT OA Mrs. Dy Vith ſome 


Wartith, I did not expect ſuch a reflection 
upon my judgment : and penetration, from 
* you. Tou do not, ſurely, imagine, that 


el bave ſeen ſo much of life to ſo little pur- 


« poſe, as not to be able to diſtinguiſh be- 
© © tween the meritorious and im-meritorious 


| . . 


41 

. bs 8 % 4 , 
(«lp | i 11 
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— 
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+ -**Madam,*:ſaid Mr. Stevens, you muſt 
© pardon me, if I preſume to ſay, that the 
diſtinction you mention, is the niceſt and 
moſt difficult in nature; for as it is im- 
« poſſible for us to obtain a knowledge. of 
the ſecret ſpring of action in the heart af 
© our neighbour, ſo we muſt ever remain 
*ſubje& to error in our imputation of what 
We call meritorious or Manet. be 
„Without 3 Gr? ——_— 4 hoes 3 
ed virgin, your judgment in this reſpe& 
muſt be deciſive ; but I think it would be 
well if young men were to acquire a 
practical knowledge of good manners, 
before they put in their claim to conteſt 
any points with their ſuperiors, as it 
would ſave them from being conſidered 
vas either impertinent, or unſeaſonable, in 
f Srkeir very en obſerva tions. 


— * 


- 
* 


* 8 8 


4 « Notwithſtanding: the i 0 ofa your 
© retort, ſiſter, ſaid lady Brightley, * Mr. 
Stevens's remark remains unanſwered by 


© you, and is certainly, from its ſelf - eyi- 
1 « 2903 : H 6 | y * dence, 
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dence, unanſwerable. Were you and 1, 
continued this lady, © to examine our hearts 
* when we have done an action extolled by 
© thoſe we have benefitted, I queſtion nor, 
but we ſhould find it proceeded from 
« very i different motives Uni they ien 
Lit to. * | 


I am ever fare, fiid the dec Mrs. 
Ann, to find lady Brightley my oppo- . 
|  ©nent; but I ſtill infiſt upon it, that what 
may be betoming in her, is very much 
* reverſe in a young man, was that 
* young man, which ſhould preſume to 
* oppoſe or cohtratlift my — bert 
* my own Hephicw.” OR Fug 


* 1376, a 
UW ie, v. 


Then, fiſter,” returned lady Brightley, 
bit is high time that all converſation ſhould 
* be baniſhed Brightley hall, if one half of 
41 its inhabitants are to be 4 vr the pri- 


ge of peaking, | 1691 4 


** 


My aunt, Waben e 91 William, 8 


7100 Jen convinced, imat the faculty:of | 
1 CY « ſpeech . 


. | 
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® ſpeech is the moſt valuable of our rational 


© endowments, to wiſh the ahnihilation-of- 
©it, in any part of the female, whatever 


© ſhe may do in the male, creation; tho” 
© am perſuaded, to preſerve the continu» 
ation of it to her only favourites of the 
human ſpecies, ſhe would willingly tole- 
rate even ee eo fellows 1n- 
Meas of lite e 
1 dnn No. | 
The good lady's rage n all 

PC” poo ſhe loudly inſiſted upon fir 
William's explaining the unmannerly re- 
flections he had thrown.out. The baro- 
net, with a provoking compoſure, referred 
her to her own heart for the explanation 
ſhe required ; adding, that he was both too 
well bred, and ei genrrοννναν betray a 
dady's ſecrets, - 9013 He ile $6595; 13809 45-2 
31 Hun IAO Tl. . 0 Don gel te nn 
"Oc Michommenomaacommmed at being the 

zn nobent cauſe of this little. family conten- 
tion, though he, at the ſame time, re- 
ceived no ſmall ſatisfaction from the oblige- 
ing conduct .of lady Brightley towards 
ve. him, 


» 


1 Fan SX Ir 
nim, and evident attachment and 8 000 
ener vnde HN 1 0 


ire Ann ateſtg 2 ebe wrath 
4" precipitation,”retired to her apartment, 
'revolvitg in her mind her nephew's myſte- 

rious inſinuations, for which ſhe was not 

able to find 4 ſolution; as ſhe was conR- 


dent ſhe had ever obſerved, in her beha- 
viour towards Mr. Slaughter, the ſtricteſt 


reſerve” and propriety. At lengtlr it oc- 
curted to her,” that the curate muſt have 
mentioned her to the baronet with partieu- 
lar regard. With this notion ſhe flattered 
her imagination for ſome time, but an 
'unlucky ſuggeſtion of the preſumption of 
daring to look up to her with any degree 
of hope, threw her into new perplexity. 
She continued ſullen all the day, to which 
the gave the name of indiſpoſition, and it 
Vas indeed terally ſo, in a mental, tho 
not in a corporeal ſenſe; nor would ſhe be 
prevailed upon to deſcend to dinner, not- 
withſtanding: the a apt follicitations. of 


N : Vert $1 * TT 
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Sir William openly. enjoyed her mortifi- 

eation, Mr. Stevens privately, nor could 

lady Brightley forbear ſmiling, ' through 

all her referves, at her ſiſter's unreaſonable 
:and over en reſentment. 


No Wi did this Ati Spins ſubſide, 
than the image of miſs Shelburne recurred 
With double force. upon: the heart of Mr. - 
Stevens, when, in ſpite of all his efforts, fir _ 
William perceived his altered ſtate of mind, 
and, in their evening walk, took. him>to. 
taſk. concerning it. ket 9 


$ Stevens, ſaid the baronet;* your peace 
© js apparently diſturbed, though the cauſe 
eis obſcure. If you will ingenuouſly give 
© me a. participation in your uneaſineſs, I _ 
ſhould. eſteem it as a particular mark af 
« your friendſhip, and you might rely upon 
© my honour, not to. * your confi. | 
o ns ; 


© ww 


g „Ah, fir, replied Mr. Stevens, © do not 
8 < inſiſt von a diſcovery of my weakneſs, 
. wing 


— 


Een SET I 


5 1 ſhould infallibly fink in your W 


pines Ito G een the requeſt you now: 


e e e e 
5 „greatly excited, returned the baronet, 
is painful to you, I will ſacrifice the gtati- 
fication of it to your repoſe. But, ſurely, 
Stevens, you ate ſetting up a ſtrong bar- 
ier to that unreſerved friendſhip I 'ima- 
* gined we had entered into, and by which 


A fould have conſidered myſelf bound to 


: make you acquainted with, not only of 
43 frail, but even a criminal, paſſion, or 


inclination, if attacked ae vac 
Lor che other.” 5 | 


"SY Arden HOge replied " lover, * my 
* preſent behaviour is derogatory to the ge- 
era rules of amity, but 1 have many 
L obfections to expoling my weiknefs' on 
© this occaſion, ag'—— Well, well, fail 
fir William, interrupting him, you are 
determined T ſhalt not miſtake you for 


1 " conviteing me that ſome | 
thoughts 


ruin Humor YOu 
© thoughts'of your hetre will not bear dife - * 
© cloſing.” Nr. Stevens paufed, and then, 
with an-inquifitive and perplexed counte- 
nance, ſaid, Will you give theſeave'fir'to- 
afk you one queſtion?“ 8 Moſt willingly,” 
returned ſir William; and I ptomiſe you: 
< a candid and unpremeditated anſwer.. I 
s am ſenſible of your ſuperiotity, faid Me. 
Stevens, in every genetdus ſentiment, 

* but will yod-not luugh, when I beg to- 
de informed witk what: eee 
*thifh-Sh@ltpagine Rr D | 


© You may depend * my j veracity, | 
replied ehe baronet, when 1 aſſure fou, 


Hof that young, lady, that a tender e- 
paſſiom for her deeliving (tate; nor could 
'© ſhe, I believe, even in the bloom of 
dealt, itſpire me with other ſentiments. 
The woman, Stevens, chat cativeveritouch 
muy heart, muſt have 4 lively ſenſibility; L 
Lam not of ſo flexible a nature, as to be 
* wrought upon by langulſſiment and me- 


5 W * Miſs Shelburne has the face bf a 
5 5 Mags 


* that 1 fee} no-other ſenſation, at the fight. | 


4 


S * 
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2 but I wiſh to behold features. 

| = hrigbtened by conſcious innocefice, and 

* glowing with expreſſion and youthful vi- 

e vacity, to which muſt be united, a gene- 
© Fous, "_ and delicate diſpoſition ;. 

ſuch, and ſuch only, will be able to 
* pleaſe me. And has the dying fair one? 
continued fir William, archly, had ſtrength 
to wound my friend? Tell me, Frank, 
(and tell me truly, by which of her feeble 
charms has your heart been ſubdued, and 

when and where vou firſt n wee 
. ene 


BY 7 —_ 


. * — 


ir. 8 was not Aa \ hitle/chagrined 

1 = ir William's raillery, or rather at the 
ligbt:eſtimation he ſat upon the object of 
his admiration, and replied coldly, that, 
in his opinion, the faded beauty (as it 
vas called) of miſs Shelburne, was . infi- 

. nitely more attractive, than the robuſt - 
circular face and ruddy cheeks, of a 
halle, country laſs; but every one, he 
. had A! 3 of 2 cud 


8 oy 7 


* no 1 — 
b 4 . 
* - 
* 5 : — 


I am not able,” returned Mr. Stevens, 
to give a circumſtantial account of either 
© the commencement, or progreſſion of this 
tender inclination ''The utmoſt I can 
© affirm with certainty concerning it, is, 

_ © that I am well aſſured, the impreſſion is 


6 wich mY exiſtence.” 


T#z1k Humova, | N 


adithmilltude of opinion, between his * 


tron and himſelf. 


But pray Keidel fir William; „in- 
« dulge me with the particulars - of this 
* lady's conqueſt. How was you firſt ſeized? 
© was it by ſurpriſe, or gradual advances ? 
-* I muſt have it deſcribed to me, as it 3 
* a caſe, en 1e one a to ues 
+ rience.”: - ; L 


"ow 


Ls of 


«not fight, nor will it terminate, but 


= 
. 


» 


«0 dives aid this Darell * this is in- 


deed, my friend, ſouſing over head and 


ears, and emerging to a vain examination 


* 
. 


into the cauſe of ſuch an unfortunate lip. 
But L iatreat, that you will not yield to 


the 


by Een Sax. rw _ 

- the ae dejection aficans news. 
* character, or elſe you muſt contrive a 
means of reducing me to your level; for 
v loveſick, and a ſound heart, cannot 
© otherwiſe. be rendered 1 or 
een 70 


r 9 
1 „Wben 1 behold; | aid: Mr, Stevens, 
this lovely girl, I am almoſt ſo prophane 
© and romantic as to think, that ber amiable 
form would require only a trifling trans- 
formation to become anſwerable td, at 
© leaſt our ideas of, an heavenly being. 
Yet the dear creature is incident to mor- 
e tallty, and its attendant. conſequences,. 
⁊putrefaction and reduction to duſt. Nor, 
in à ſhort period after her tender heart 
ſhould ceaſe to beat, and the faculty of 
© articulation be denied her harmonious. 
Sand unoffending tongue, would ſhe be 
- .$ diſtinguiſhable from the unbred villager,. 
[Sor practiced falſe one. This is a humi- 
-*liating view of man's earthly ſtate, but 
© exalts our LOO of a Conſt 
Sons. nnn +2: 


* 


6? | 58 Ia 
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A am ſorry to interrupt you," aid fir 
William, in your ſublime reflections, but 
© my thoughts are, at this juncture, uncoms 
* monly ludicrous. I was thinking, Ste- 
© vens, that could your heart and my an- 
-* cient aunt's be diſſected, without any 
injury to their ſeveral poſſeſſors, whether 
*s love in your breaſt, would be found to be love 
in bers, as I am convinced that venerable 
virgin is far advanced, by the good cu- 
* rate's inſpiration, in that ſoft paſſion we 
© ſhall all experience at the long run.” 

What foundation, returned Mr. Ste- 
vens, can you poſſibly have for ſuch a 
< _—_— ? 


* The 5 infallible upon . 
plied the baronet, her own intelligent 
eyes, and ſpeaking behaviour. I am not 
ſuch a novice, but I can perceive that, 
even truths divine, come mended from bis 

tongue. And if his heart was not totally 
< petrified, and his apprehenſion irrepar- 
* ably loſt, he would have made her, long 
bn W e a tender of the one, as 
: a proof 
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i proof of the goodneſs of the other.” 1 
tung her to the quick this morning, by 


- *:intimating, that ſhe did not work fo in- 
41 OE in 1925 dark as ſhe e 5 


a, 
# SS + 


1 Wi indeed, 8 Mr. 
Stevens,! that the lady was extremely mor- 
* tified and diſcompoſed, without appre- 
< prehending, in the leaſt, either your 


18 een, or cauſe nad her reſentment.” 


Ty <1 beg,” ſaid the W you will ſo far 
' ©: detach your heart from its tender en- 
gagement, as to join with me in watch- 
 » * ing the motions of this good gentlewo- 
man. Lou ſee, Stevens, every one's 
hour will come, though certainly my 


* aunt's is a little of the lateſt. If I miſtake 
© not the unaſpiring, unapprehenſive cu- 


* rate's character, the lady's tender for him 


* muſt be difplayed i in very glaring colours, 


before he will catch fire; unleſs, indeed, 


the buſy miſchievous deity could recover 
4 his fight, and, with dexterous and wick- 
[ 4 „ cransfix his frozen 


Wang | * heart 


** 


* 
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Kheart. 1 What a field of diverſion,” conti- _ 


Tinued fir” William, © will her affected pa- 
rade, and diſregarded difplay of withered - 
< charms afford us, if this unlucky meta- 
* morphoſis of yourſelf, does not diſqua- 
< lify you, for attending to the curious ope- 
© ratjons of - in n the breaſt or this * 
-< cient Dulcinea.” | 


tribute the utmoſt in his power, to the 
young baronet's entertainment, and they 
reached home in proper ſeaſon for accompa- 
nying lady Brightley in an early ſupper. 
Mrs. Ann was not ſo far recovered as to: 

make her appearance, having been attack- - 
ed, during their ' abſence, with a violent 
hyſteric fit, which had left her in a weak 
condition. Sir William was, however, 
able to ſupport ſuch afflicting news, from 
the bare mee of n her wy eu- | 
| ing morn. | 


ih r 220 miſs Shelburne was, by this 
time, become the reigning ſubject of the 
* 0 | A , * | vil- : 


Mr. Stevens ſailled, and promiſed to con- bh 


__ ' "68 FEaAen SER IN 3 
5 jy by whom e 
Held in high reſpect. Madam was allowed | 
by every one, to be a comeſy jolly woman, 
but the whey-face of poor miſs Lucy, 
pleaſed but few. Some af the wiſe ones of 
the place, ſaid, Ma bap the young gentle- 
woman waslove-lick, and if that was the 
<caſe, her father and mother were guilty of 
downright murder; as denying her marry- 
the Parſon. ſhe had a mind to, was nothing 


Cle in the varſal world, but killing her, if 


ſhe broke her heart about it. This con- 
Jecture circulated from«.houſe to houſe, 
and like a rolling ſtone, on a moſſy ground, 
| increaſed by progreſſion. At the firſt cot- 
age, ſhe was barely imagined to be a de- 

Jpairipg enamorato,, at tlie laſt ſhe was 
' confirmed ſo, without a doubt; and many 
notable circumſtances related, that left 


| Mani of Thi anden indiſputable, 


2h: 1 his. gener was "like moſt others, both 
with and without foundation. It's true, 


| the young, lady's heart was informed with 
1 * of een fenfibilicg, but it 


Was « 


pon: 
4 * 
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was ſobſequent to her arrival at Brightley, 
and rather improved, than impaired her 
health. She was ignorant of Mr. Ste- 
_ vens's fortune, family, and fituation at 
lady Brightley's, but was hot blind to the 
graces of his perſon, or ſtriking endow- 
ments of his mind. His eaſe, politeneſs, 


humanity, and genteel addreſs, taught 


her heart -an approbation it had ever be- 


fore been a ſtranger to. She conſidered 


fir William as an accompliſhed youth, ; 


growing up to that perfection his compa- 


nion appeared in her eyes to have attain- 


ed, and it occurred to her imagination, 
how little violence the ſhoald do her incli- 
nation was her father or mother, to com- 
mand her to beſtow ſome favourable conſi- 


fideration on ſuch a man. Mr. Peat her 
father's partner, became more hideous to 


her recollection than ever, and even death, 
ſeemed now more eligible to 5 than 
fach an union. yh 


Mrs. Shelburne, deſirous of being con- 
lidered as only in the meridian of her days, 
Vor. IJ. I though 


* 


NR 4nd 
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0 hough declenſion, rather than mature 2 
tre, might be aſeribed to her; affected to 
treat her daughter as a child, in which 
filly conduct, her obliging brother conde- 
ſcended to ape ber. Poor miſs Lucy had 
but an uneaſy time of it, between her 
mother's ee and her uncle's. weg- 

ect of her. 


"The third. morning 15 the arrival of 
Mrs. Ann Brightley's extream indiſpoſi- 
tion, as already mentioned, which one 
night's ſleep intirely overcame, did this 
obliging lady ſo far diſpenſe with her uſual 
formality, decorum, and punctilio, as to 

ſend a meſſage to Mrs. Shelburne, Mr. 
Slaughter, and his niece, informing them, 
that ſhe intended dropping in upon them, 
between the hours of eleven and one, to 
have a little chat with them; which piece 
of condeſcenſion was properly received by 
the polite Londoner and her rural bro- 
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Preparatory to this intended viſit, did 
this lady dedicate the houts from the riling 
ſun until the breakfaſt ſummons, to her 
toilet, and made her appearance with Riff 
reſerve, and apparent retention of reſent- 
ment. Her dreſs was as ungraceful and 
unbecoming, as elaborate \induſtry, anti- 
quated taſte, and unſkilful aſſiſtance could 
render it. The pins that confined this 
| lady's cloaths, and gave, to each plait, its 
particular appointment, were, modeſtly 
ſpeaking, ſufficient to have plentifully fur- 
niſhed a new beginner in the myſtery, art 
and profeſſion of a haberdaſher, in that i im- 
portant article. g 


A The ſuit of linen ſelected open as | 
caſion, had not ſeen the light, ſince tho 
preceding year of the baronet's nativity, 
and ſeemed to vie in colour with the Wears 
er's engeren Hen, gd e 
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6 ADY Brightley, with her uſual 
> L friendlineſs, bid her ſiſter * good 
IX | 3 '* morrow*, on her taking her 
FAX feat at the breakfaſt table, but 
retained 1 no other return, than an affected 


bow. 


The young gentlemen addreſſed her; 
conformable to her ladyſhip's condeſcend- 
| ing example, with the accuſtomed morn- 
 ingeivilities; and had a look returned full 
| of diſapprobation and diſdain. ' 


Her ladyſhip was extremely plizzled to 
eſs the cauſe of her ſiſter's extraordinary 
behaviour, until Mrs. Ann, drawing on a 
* 18 pair 


nE HouMous:- | | 175 
pair of white gloves, begged to know if 
ſhe might be permitted to take one of 


her ladyſhip's footmen, as far as Mr. 
Slaughter's? 


Lady Brightley could not refrain from 
ſmiling at this primitive virgin, and told 
her, ſhe was heartily welcome to com- 
mand the attendance of, the man - moſt 
favoured amongſt her ſmall retinue. Mrs. 
Ann's cheeks betrayed the unkind, con- 
ſtruction ſhe put upon her ladyſhip's inſi- 
nuation, of her having a preference for 
one male domeſtic more than another. I 
6 acknowledge,' ſaid ſhe, with an aſſumed 
air, * I am no ſtranger to the number of 

your ladyſhip's menial ſervants, but know 
© not the face of one fellow from another.“ 
] thought ſiſter,” returned lady Brightley, 
(determined to mortify this haughty prude) 

« your piety had taught you a very differ- 
vent leſſon. Is not the immortal part of 
the meaneſt of our fellow creatures, 
© equally valuable in the ſight of their and 
our. creator, as the greateſt monarch ? 


OS... TL . * And 
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And ſhall we not all, at the long run, be 
| reduced to one common ſtandard, at leaſt 
ein proportion to our deſerts ? Conſe- 
< quently, this accidental difference of for- 
tune, which no one can command, ought 
not to affect the mind of any ſober chriſ- 
tian, in ſuch a manner, as to induce 
them to overlook or deſpiſe a ſimilar com- 
_ *polition with their own, becauſe diſtin- 
© guiſhed with the badge of * in- 
2 ſtead, of a blye A 1 | 


Mrs. Ann choſe not to make any reply 
to her ladyſhip, therefore rang the bell for 
an attendant, and curtſying with a ridicu- 
lous formality, away ſhe tript to the object | 
of her dotage, or admiration. 


| Lady Brightley' 8 chearfaloch ty 

increaſed, as her ſiſter's good humour di- 
miniſhed, for as ſhe dreaded no evil equal 
to the ſeparation from her ſon, he conſi; 
dered an agreeable home, -as an abſolute 
eſſential, to ſecure his voluntary conti: 
nuance; and as her ladyſhip had the plea- 


Z ſure to obſerve, that Mr. Stevens, inſtead 
| of 
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of ſtriking out new ſeenes of happineſs to 
pleaſe the young baronet, inſenſibly recon- 
ciled him to his old ones, he poſſeſſed no 
inconſiderable ſhare of her eſteem ag 0 


probation. * 


on * 8 
1 6 7 1 Fr , % 2 Fa + *» 
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Mis Sbelburne Wing made of fitle 
conſequence with the triumvirate at home, 
took the opportunity of her mother's and 
uncle's engagement with Mrs. Ann, to 
make a viſit to lady Brightley, who receiv- 
ed her with the utmoſt kindneſs. * Ma- 
dam,“ faid the young lady, I really find 
*my hours in this filent, peaceful retreat, 
© uncommonly' tedious ; I muſt therefore 
intreat your permiſſion for free acceſs to 

your Hdythip's library, for books of en- 
s tertainment; my uncle's ſtudy being 
s chiefly ee of authors 1 in the learned 
languages. 19 | 
| Lady 1 bee The ſhe we 

make intereſt with her ſon and his friend, 
who the knew could accommodate. her, 
8 ls as to my part, continued ſhe, ex» 


14 -.; 8 
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© cept. in the dovotional- way, I am not miſe. 

© trefſs of the fmalleſt collection.“ Mr. Ste- 
; vens, proud to oblige, where he was compel. 
led to love, gladly undertook to ſupply this 
young lady with a ſucceſſion of both im- 

proving and diverting authors, durin 
ber continuance in the country, for whi 5 
obliging offer, miſs Lucy was not defi- 
cient in n | 


"Mes. Sheltiprnc, though far from . 
; endowed with uncommon intellectual gifts, 
was nevertheleſs ſufficiently quickſfight- 


W ed, to diſcover the eſteem and approba- 


tion Mrs. Ann Brightley entertained for 
her brother, and, immediately on that 
/ good lady's departure, communicated. her 
obſervations and ſentiments.” 


| : The 5 teren 41 661 deeply con. 


cerned in an event of ſuch importance, to 
liſten to this flattering. and unexpected 


diſcovery, with indifference, or inattention, 
He, however, anſwered with the true tem- 
per of 5 . that he feared his fiſter's 
| _ cans 
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4 F & 55 1 2 


. 7 
** wo «i * 
1 


— 


* * 


THEIR) Hu no, | 7: , 


eonjeftures were intirely groundleſs; as 
that lady had, to his certain knowledge, & 
fortune of five thouſand pounds, in her 
on diſpoſal, and. her nephew; à hand- 
ſome living in his, on the deceaſe of the 
preſent incumbent, who was upwards f 
ninety. Mrs. Shelburne was elated at 
this intelligence, and congratulated him 
on his proſpect of preferment. She ad- 
ded, good fortune was welcome at all 
times, and every dog, ſhe was convinc- 
ed, had his day, ſooner or later. To be 
ſure, ſo honourable and advantageous an 
alliance was very deſirable. And, brother, 
continued ſhe, if you do not ſtrike whilſt 
the iron is hot, you deſerve never more to 
© have fortune come home to you, as it may 
© juſtly be ſaid to do in this reſpect.“ Mr. 
Slaughter felt the ſpirit of a mortal man 
within him, which ſuggeſted to his; hi- 
therto humble, heart, a. proper proportion 
of vanity and ambition, nevertheleſs an 
unconquerable awe and diffdence played 
about his beſt reſolves, and continually 
15 | left 


: * N | 
17 Bach SSX 1 
left Em * $a n indeterminate and irreloluts 
1 RES g chis innate puſilani- 
miey, ie had his razor new ſer by the beſt 
operator in the village, which weapon was 
daily exerciſed, to remove every rough ex- 
uberance from his reverend chin. The 
inferior articles of linen, and every other 


N 


nueceſſary article of dreſs, was duly attend- 


end to, and Mr. Slaughter, naturally a 
|  floven, was, by the prevalence of love, am- 
bition, vanity, or perhaps, their united 
force, enabled to overcome and ſubdue 
lis attachment to a ruſty coat, dirty ſhirt, 
uncombed perriwig, and a n ap er of 
his whole n N 


; E redoubled his Algen ener to 
pleaſe: Mrs. Ann, but to a declaration of 
His paſſion he remained unequal. And 
- Mrs. Shelburne was, at laſt reer to un- 

ee chat 1 4a taſk, 
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"Miſs: Lucy began" o*receive. great be- wo: 
neßt from the air, and her father impa= = 
tiently expected her return, ſo that Mrs. 
Shelburne N ſhe had no time to loſe, 
with reſpect te to her bro her. It. Was, there-, 

fore, concerted, between them, that Mrs. 
Ann ſhoald be purpoſely drawn away from 
the reſt of the company, by the politic 
Mrs. Shelburne, the very firſt favourable 
opportunity, that ſhould occur, and the 
curate's long ſtifled” and violent paſſion, 
declared to the arbitreſs of his fate; by Her 
reception of which information, their fus 


ture meaſures were to be regulated. - the 


* 29 . FR . p . * * * * 
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Nr. SUE heart, from its new at- 
; tachment, underwent the utmoſt torments 
of ſuſpence, affectio ion, and ſelf- humilia- 5 
tion. The dependance of his ftuation, 
his obſcure proſpects, nay, abſolute! reduc- 
tion once more to the loweſt ebb of adver- 
ſity (was he to forfeit fr William Bright- 
ley's favour) were cutting reflections. | 
Could he, conſiſtently with honour, ſolicit 
miſs Shelbucne's attachment to his ſmall 
I 6 merits 


* 
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merits andy N or how demonſtrate his. diſ- 
intereſted inclination under ſuch diſadvan- 
 tageous circumſtances ? could their fates 
Rave been reverſed, he would reflect with 
how much pleaſure he could deliver her 
from dependance and uncertainty, and give 
her a legal participation of his large poſſeſ- 
| ions ; but as that was impoſſible, he was 
* the brink of deſpondence.. 


x 


"An boneſt at 8 him from. 
communicating his diſtreſs to the generous 
baronet, leſt he ſhould miſinterpret, the. 
mention of his misfortunes, into a pre- 
ſumption on, or indirect application to, him 
for redreſs. He was well acquainted with 
the extenſive benevolence of this young 
gentleman's diſpoſition, but he was, like- 
"wile, well acquainted with his ſybordina- 
tion to his mother, and accountableneſs 
(at leaſt for a ſhort period) to his guardi- 
ans. Had fir William's public intereſt 
been adequate to the obtaining an advan- 
| tageous eſtabliſhment for him in any. poft. 
or Frofeffion, he would haye caſt off the 
j ſevere 


tl = - > 


 ſevere.conſtraint he lahoured under, butas 
the young gentleman had.no-other power. 


of beſtowing, than a part of his inherit- 
ance, he determined ta remain for ever 


ſilent, both with very: to the. * and his 
friend. G7 

8 * this Fe Mrs. Shelburne: re- 
ceived a letter from her huſband, urging 
her ſpeedy return, and informing. her, that. 
bis worthy friend, Mr. Peat had declared 
himſelf deſirous of eſpouling their daugh- ' 


ter Lucy, without requiring one ſhilling 


with her, during their lives, and offered, 
beſides, to make her a ſettlement of eight 
hundred n n 1 10 


Mrs, Shelburne v was ſo cranſparted uh 
this piece of intelligence, that ſhe had not 
patience to wait her daughter's return from 
the hall, where. ſhe was upon a viſit, when 
the letter arrived, but went abruptly to 
lady Brightley, and imparted this (to 


her wann with a moſt unſea- 


7 © enable: 


* 14111 44: 
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Happy was it for each of " W that 
Mr. Stevens was hot preſent at that horrid | 
juncture, as the whole ſecret of his heart 
would have been inevitably betrayed. Miſs 


Shelburne's painful emotions were viſible. 
to every one, but her undiſcerning and un- 


feeling mother, and filled each breaſt with 
tender compaſſion. Sir William inſtantly 


withdrew, to prevent his friend's return- 


ing, to learn the fatal tydings, and kindly 


amuſed him, under various pretences, until 
he found the ladies were _— e 


Lo SENBLL 25 Wiha 0 


His ann for his peace were, 


however, far from ſubſiding, as he was too 
well acquainted with his invther's diſpoſi- 


| tion, not to be certain of her remarking ſo 


particular an incident to them. By way of 

converſation he, therefore, judged it moſt 
friendly, to prepare Mr. Stevens for the fe. 
vere, unavoidable blow. With this intent 


be propoſed TY to an alcove, in a pri- 


vate 


1 


„ 
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Mr: Stevens's bab eee -miſ- 


gave him, and he ſilently attended the ba- 


ronet's ſteps, in a ſtate of mind not eafy to 


be deſcribed. So ſoon as they were ſeated, 


fir William addreſſed him, with the utmoſt 


tenderneſs. * My friend,” ſaid he, you 


* philoſophy and good ſenſe are now threat- 
* enced with a ſevere tryal ; but, as diſap- 
* pointment is alone the unerring touch- 
* ſtone of intellectual perfections, I have 
© great hopes you will come off with ho- 


© nour. It is a painful taſk I have afſumed ; 


7 


but, as your knowledge of this evil is in- 
© evitable, I thought it incumbent on my 


* friendſhip to acquaint you with it in re- 


* tirement, and with ſome little eee 


© tion,? | | | $345 48 


Mr. Stevens was greatly: Ade dur 


unable to aſk a ſingle queſtion. The ſpeak» 


ing anguiſh and apprehenſion in bis coun- 
tenance 


| 183 
. vate' part of the garden, for an hour or 
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tenance ſhook: the baronet's 1 


However, after ſome moments recollec- 
tion, he proceeded, I wiſh, Stevens,, it 
vas in my power to gild this bitter pill of 


Daffliction nh, even the moſt diſtant, 


schope; but as there appears not the leaſt 
«flattering ray, I cannot anſwer it to my 
daffection to deceive you. It is neceſſary 
you ſhould exert your utmoſt endeavours 
d to conquer your tender inclination for miſs 
Lucy Shelburne, as fate ſeems to have al- 

. <:lotted, her. for ſome. happier man than 
eu. Her mother has juſt received a 
_ _<-ſummons from her father, to return im 
<-mediately' to London, in order to effect. 
dan union between his daughter and a 


wealthy friend of his, infinitely ſuperior 


<to her in age, as well as fortune, The 
young gentleman was deeply affected by. 
this intelligence; but as he had never in- 
dulged the vain expectation of ſucceſs, and 

Was ignorant of miſs Shelburne's ſenti- 


* ments / with reſpect to him, the ſtroke was 


not ſo violent as the humane baronet had 
ee 5 Four generous conſidera- 


tion 


R > I'S * 
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© tion for my peace,” ſaid Mr. Stevens, Jams 
truly ſenſible of, and believe me fir, when. 
] aſſure you, I look upon it as my greateſt. 
happineſs. Had not chance brought me 
acquainted. with. this amiable creature, my 
© felicity would have been too ꝓerfectʒ en- 
© abled as I am, by your beneficence, to 
«rejoice my mother's heart with ſalutary, 
< ſupplies, and preſerve my dear ſiſter from 
© the difficulties. of life. I dare not mur 
© mur at this preſent calamity,” which my 
< youthful ſenſibility. has brought upon me. 
but will endeavour to extract advantage 
from misfortune. This, impreſſion of my 
heart will inſure me from. eyery future 
« danger, Which, to one in my, ſituation, 
ought to. be no trifling ſatisfaction. I will 
* not aſk how. this. lady is to be diſpoſed 
Sof; I hope it will be with the perfect con» 
*.currence of her own inclination, and m 
deyent cannot AY fail. to be napfü. 


6 . 


On . return tothe bout, they 6900 
it deſerted by its inhabitants, a meſſage 
. come, in their abſence, from Mr. 

. _ _ - Slavghters,, 


— 


r 
* F 1% * , 


men ses Oo 
I Stabbheer's, requeſting the good ladies cha- 
Fo ritable attendance on miſs Shelburne, who- 
was taken fo extremely ill, on her return 
_ home, that her life was thou ght to be in 
great danger. Her wet wie! ſoon con- 
vinced, by this fatal information, that he 
had triumphed without a victory; all his 
reſolution, and ſheroic reſignation forſook 
Mm, and he acted the part of a mortal 
man, in deeply lamenting the untimehy 
fate of this worthy young lady: Sir 
' <William,” ſaid Mr. Stevens, looking wildly 
upon him, I am not now the only unfor- 
©tunate being upon earth; nor will that 
| © gentleman-on whom, but a few-moments. 
> ago, you beſtowed the epithet of happy, 
/ ®have much more to boaſt of than myſelf. 
He, perhaps, may have the ſoothing con- 
= *folation of knowing he was beloved; but 
even that reflection muſt augment, rather 
© than alleviate, his affliction. His poſſeſ- 
vr Ho though they could recommend him 
to ber relations, and obtain her favour, 
cannot redeem. her from the grave, or 
L Llaften 9 ſmalleſt n agonies... 
1 | Perhaps 


. 


22 
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5 Perhaps even now her heart has reſi gned 
its gentle pulſation, her eyes bade adieu to 
© to every ſurrounding, object, and thoſe 
lips, that fo lately gave utterance to deli- 


cacy and truth, become cold, motionleſs, 
* and livid.”” „ 


* 
9 . » = 
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Sir William adviſed his friend to retire 


to his apartment, to conceal his diſorder, 
and promiſed to bring him, with the ut- 
moſt ſincerity, the very firſt news he ſhould | 
hear relative to miſs Shelburne's health. .. 


u a ſhort time lady Brightley returned; 


and informed the baronet, that the young 
lady was much better, though in an ex- 
treme weak condition. I am moſt ſin · 
cerely concerned for ker, continued this. 
good lady, and behold, with horror and 
« deteſtation, the incorrigible barbatity of 
her mother. Miſs Lucy' s nature is un- 
commonly tender, and unequal to ſup- 
port either harſhneſs or ſeverity ; it i 
6 * therefore, infinitely to be lamented, that. 
a > " 


4 


. : * 1 91 & 4 l - 
gy +4 # 4 : # 3 A E 1 =_ } © 2 i 1 
f - 


* 


f FKEaen Sox * 
< the has not a more humane dipoion e 
*deal with. RT ot 
4 þ. | 
o you . 1 faid fir 
William, * * that miſs Shelburne is.in a dan- 
©gerous way?* I greatly fear,” returned. 
ber ladyſhip, her delicate ſpirits have re- 
_ © ceived a. ſevere ſhock, from the propoſal 
© of a diſagreeable match; and, as ſhe was 
© before very far. advanced in a decline, I 
© think it. is to be much feared that ſhe will 
never recover it. If her mother, indeed, 
could be prevailed upon to let her con- 
* tinue in the country ſome time, without 
cher company, perhaps the air, and kind 
treatment, might have. a happy effect; 
© but I imagine ſuch an event. can never 


HM be e about. 


© . Sit William "RY but ſmall conſolation. 
E for his friend, in- lady. Brightley's account 
of poor miſs Shelburne's condition; but 
did not fail, agreeable to his pramiſe, to 
_ tpake a faithful report of it. Mr. Stevens 


lad. prepared himſelf for the worſt, and 
wag 


- 


mion of his heart, that this lady's tranfla- 
tion to a ſtate of permanent felicity, would 
be infinitely more ſupportable to him, than 


the knowledge of her being facrificed to an 


- unworthy, wealthy wretch, the choice of 
her opt only. 


Mr. and Mrs. Finch were made privy to 


the cauſe of Mr. Stevens's indiſpoſition, by 
the baronet; who, moſt pathetically, ſym- 
4 with his friend in his affliction. 


Mr. Shelburne was, at this jundture, 
moſt fortunately viſited with a ſevere fit of 


the gout, a diſorder to which he was annu- 


ally ſubje&; and as his beloved wife was 
always liis nurſe and companion, during 
fuch attacks, and contributed, by her ſkill 
in the noiſy and maſculine game of Back- 


gammon, in great meaſure, to beguile 
his pain; her return home, conſequently, 


became eſſential to his happineſs, in this 
hour of affliction: and ſhe, accordingly, 
received a ſummons, with a poſitive injunc- 

4 | tion, 


TAI Hu. wy 
was convinced, on an impartial examina- 
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ton, not to leave Lucy behind, unleſs the . 
had reaſon to apprehend the fatigue of the 

. r, would occaſion her a relapſe. 


This certain contingency determined 
Mrs. Shelburne to commit her to the care 
of Mrs. Alice, her brother's ingenious 
Houſekeeper; and ſhe ſaid, ſhe hoped the 
good ladies, at the Hall, would be ſo kind 


2s to look in upon her now and then. 


Her huſband's diſorder not being of 
either an-uncommon or dangerous nature, 
Mrs. Shelburne was a woman of ſuch pru- 
dence, that ſhe did not ſuffer herſelf to be 
| diſcompoſed, or loſe ſight of her brother” 8 
intereſt, with reſpect to Mrs. Ann; and, 
therefore, the preceding evening of her 
departure fowLondon, ſo induſtrious was 
me, as to obtain a happy opportunity of 
- imparting her brother's paſſion to the de- 
4 ears of that involuntary mga. 


| © Mrs. Shelburne fetched a Aalen 3 
pal, before ſhe was able to attain the 
| | great 


% 


: THEUR; Nun ao: wt 
Steat point in view, and ſpent, many of 
thoſe precious moments in unneceſſary pa- 
rade, and introduction, which ſhe might, 
without the leaſt offence to either the pride 
or vanity of Mrs, Ann, . en 0 
en nnen 


£9 ; 143 


*. bas ian hs: * fore, it 
was a great piece of preſumption in her 
brother to think of ſuch a lady as her; but 
love was not always to be reſiſted becauſe 
the object was ſuperior; nor did ſhe flatter 
herſelf with the bare hope of obtaining any 
other honour, or condeſcending conſidera- 
tion for him, than her compaſſion; and 
that he had declared to her, with tears, on 
revealing this grand ſecret of his heart, that 
he would rather die, than incur the diſ-. 
__ of Mrs. Rane W 


"The 8 1 b ofp pity 
operated. ſtrongly. upon the heart of the 
gentle Mrs, Ann, in behalf of her humble 

and reſpectful adorer, and ſhe let drop 
n 3 Mrs. Shel+ 
ef Ar TR | burne a6 


| moment, and, being miſtreſs of the moſt 
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burne did not fail: to improve this lucky 


perſuaſive eloquence, - pleaded the lover's 


aut ſo irreſiſtibly, and, conſequently, ef- 
YFeaually, that Mrs. Anne, at length, con“ 
ſented to receive a literary declaration, and 


acknowledgment, of Mr. Slaughter s ad- 


miration of, and devotion to, * incom- 
eee Wi "I8 


Mrs. Shelbvirne extolled che 000 lady 
ren to the ſkies, congratulated 
heeſelf on having been the humble inſtru- 
ment of her brother's ſuperlative felicity, 
and took her leave ſoon after, in order to 
diſburden her communicative heart of -its 
undue weight, as ſhe was not bleſſed with 


(dhe faculty of keeping a ſecret. Mrs. Ann's 
reflections were now moſt delectable; the 


delicacy and ardour of Mr. Slaughter's 


- paſſion met with her higheſt approbation. 


His narrow circumſtances, confined proſ- 


pect, nor her own fortune, appeared, any 
longer, impediments ; for, in her youthful, 


"Mmanec 4magination, almighty love. was 
g capable 


* 


THz8IR Humovs. . 193 f 
capable of producing as extraordinary and 
happy conſequences, as ever took poſſef . 
ſion of the mind of. an hermetick philoſo · 
pher, juſt upon the point of having, as he 


thinks, arrived at a diſcovery of that great 
ſecret which is to reward him for his many 


anxious days, and lleepleſs nights. Sir Wil- 


liam ſoon penetrated into the origin of the 


apparent ſellf· ſatisfaction his aunt enjoyed, 
as the private converſation of the ladies, as 
already deſcribed, did not eſcape his ob. 
ſervation. 


Mr. Stevens, in ſome degree, recovered 
his wonted tranquility. The departure of 
Mrs. Shelburne, miſs Lucy's continuance, 
and (though ſlow, yet) promiſing improve» 


ment in her health, by abating his deſpais, 


inſenſibly inſpired his heart with that kind 
of hope a reſpite conveys to the heart of 
the condemned; his execution is, indeed. 
deferred to a more diſtant period, but tie 
certainty of it unremoved. Fa. WP 
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| paper, for Mrs: Ann Brightley's peruſal, ſo 


| bent lady defred. 


Ad accuſtomed to ſuch a feaſt as they now pre- 
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Mr. 'Slevghter's attendance upon his 


| Gift to her firſt ſtage, prevented his pour- 
ing forth the ſentiments of his ſoul upon 


Jooh as he could have wiſhed, nde m_— 


0 Her eyes, her MG were by'no means 


miſed themſelves, and the acquiſition of a 
new toy to an infant mind, never excited 
a ſtronger ſolicitude than this good lady ex- 
_ perienced, during the intervening period of 

Xhis expected offering. Mr. Slaughter was 
not, however, idle, but racked his ima- 
gination with pre-conſidering the nature of 
_this:imporranteepiſtic, propriety of addreſs, 
| and ſuitable expreſſions. As he was entirely 


Ws unpracticed in the ſoft Janguage of love, 


and his heart roo much chilled by hoary 
Time, for the-urmoſt fire of his newly in- 
pred paſſion to amount to any other than 
A gentle glow, | he began to think the com- 
” poſition of a tender-epiſtle was a more diffi- 
- «uk OTE, than the penning of a 
LS ſermon ; 


> = 
. 82 aw 


nw Husen: 95 
fermon;; the former being an attempt his 


for, in che latter, the thicker ſuch curious 
work is ſtuck with quotations from ſcrip- 
cure, the more it is valued, whereas the 
other muſt, of neceſſity, be all genuine 
productions of the heart, to Pleaſe. After 


many unſucceſsful efforts to excel in this 
knotty part of literature, he at laſt diſ- 
patched the following lines, as a complete 


1 of refined art and rale 
N Nature. - | Aar Ain 2 4 


0 hs * 7 


The lit cover bg 1 2 ai _ 


r e — 2 was Py thus: 


* To the ee e 


able Mifs Ann Brightley, 
14.4 Theſe humbly preſent, 


Q — 


. 


F 1 „ udn et 


your ſuperlative merit, in the ſtrain 
2 co an humble admirer, permit me to:af _ 
K 2 _ 


* 


Humility had ever - deterred him from, 


9 ien s in 
* ſare you, that, for delicacy, ncetity, an 
'« ardour;! no heart was ever informed with 
1 ſo proper a paſſion as mine; Long has 
_ © the bold declaration been ſuppreſſed, by 
the apprehenſion of its being unworthy 
the conſideration of, and offence to, ſo 
*pure and exalted a mind as yours. But 
ah, madam, though expreſſions can be 
commanded, actions are involuntary, and, 


| | conſequently, irreſtrainable. The many 


rz tendet incoherences by which I have be- 
*trayed my aſpiring wifhes, I fear, have 
been too obvious. Yet has the generoſity 
of your diſpoſition prevailed over your 
© too juſt reſentment, and obtained for me 
© (pardon, madam, my extreme vanity, but 


- n ee 


5 Aan contempt. 


py Had not my ſiſter made an accidental 
* © viſit to this part of the world, my pre- 
< ſumption had never reached your candid 


e ears but ſhe, perceiving the violent and 


© paioful conſtraint I laboured under, was 
nell, by 6 * affectionate concern, 
880 
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©29; the raſh attempt of ſtriking out the 
i path of felicity for me, by engaging your 
See men for my ſufferings. 


of W juſt he judgoent ſhe formed of 

out tender nature, is evineed by the 
happy event. By her interceſſion 1 thus 
dare to caſt. myſelf at your feet, and by 
Hes, .encouragement lift up my eyes to 
© your: benign aſpet, witk the ineffable 
6 hope of being honoured, after due pro- 
©bation, with fuch a part of your conde- 
© ſcenſion and favour: as numbers have, un- 
25 doubtedly, ſolicited in vain. In an humble 
* reliance on your unexampled goodneſs, 
2 and an entire ſubmiſſion to your future 
«pleaſure, I, aſſume the honour. of ſub- 
2 e myſelf, madam, 


"Four moſt devoted, 
4 D obſequious admirer, as... 15 
eee eee RPA 
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This claborate epiſtle was compleated im 
| four and twenty hours, and met with 
moſt propitious reception with the deity to 
whom it was offered. But, after many ſa- 
| tisfatory peruſuls, Mrs. Ann Brightley 
E had the misfortune to diſcover a moſt per- 
plexing deficiency in its contents. The cu- 
rate's reſpect occaſioned his advances to: be 
flow,” a cireumſtance which did not corre 
ſpond with this lady's notions of an ena- 
moured fwain: add to which, the autumnal. 
age ſhe had artained, rendered it indiſpote- 
ably neceffary, that the moſt direct path, 
jn the ſoft labyrinth of love, ſhould 
ſued. Days, at fach a critical period, ae. 
ſcrving the eftimation of years, anden. 
ed to heve been ſolicited in the moſt ur 
gent terms, to honour chis teſtimonial of 
the curate's beſt affections, with the conde- 
ſcending diſtinction of a few Fines from her 
fair hand che omiffion- of which natural. 
- requeſt cauſed a ſtrong conflict between. 
this delicate lady's regard for forms, and 
© defire of exchanging her maiden ſtate for 
S the . and. important character of 
* . 0 | _ a wife. | 


— 
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wife. The latter conſideration at length _ 
_ prevailed, and ſhe determined to give him, 

at once, a proof both of her underſtands 2 
ing and condeſcenſion. And, having fe- 
lected a culious crow: quill, ſue wrote, an 
anlwer to the preceding * in the fol- 


loviogwande: e | | 

Mi Ann Brightley, to the Rev. Mr. 
Slaughter. 811i e 

8, 2 YO'y 0 11017595005 8 Fe 


Hope it is not an „ 

breach of decorum, for a lady to com- 
© mit her approbation of a gentleman s po- 

© lireneſs and reſpect, to paper. There is 
1 peculiar delicacy. in your fentiments, ſu- 
3 * perior to every. thing J have yet met 
"Wy 'but, fir, notwithſtanding I am- 
above the girliſh practice of affectation, 
and ſubmit to the, perhaps, unpunctili 


* ous acknowledgment of my eſteem for 
your truly valuable character, I neverthe- 
Ileſs rely upon your honour and diſcretion | 
vnot to make an improper ule of my favour, 
in either pegecutiag. me with too Prect- 
pr ane, 


22 
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|  ©pitate' ſolicitations, or putting too- ex> 
ttenſwe a conſtruction upon my preſence 
condeſcenſion. The commiſſion of an in- 
| *decorum I am abſolutely incapable of, 
nor ſhould the moſt arduous importuni- 

ties prevail upon me to forget the indiſ- 

penſible rules of my ſex, which forbid a 

too haſty determination in ſuch an impor- 
_ '*rant point, and require a due obſervation 
v of, at leaſt, ſome preparatory months, to 
pany a n as e eee 
© you: - 


by 5 len. Sir, | 
with the utmoſt n 
Date b peer Res, 


C Ann Baia rLE Ve 


This PE EO billet-doux. no ſooner 
1 Mr. Slaughter, than he (maugre 


is natural dullneſs) perceived his error, 
EF and reſolved to be more vigorous in his fu- 
E ture attacks. And he no longer laboured 
under the mortifying apprehenſions - of be- 
ing * or 1 ** 


During 


THEIR Humour; 


During the progreſſion of his amour, 
miſs Shelburne's health hourly improved, 
the tranquility of her mind contributing, 

not a ms A happy effect. 8 


” - 


Her Gam e of Mr. Suge 
received freſh augmentation in each ſuc- 
ceeding interview, and a gentle ſigh would 
fometimes eſcape her, when his contraſt,” 
Mr: Peat; occurred to her unwilling re- 
membrance. Lady Brightley became moſt - 
ſincerely attached to this lovely girl, and, 
had ſhe been the baronet's choice, would 
have gladly accepted her for her daughter- 
in-law. She took occaſion, one afternoon, 
to intimate this ſentiment of her heart to 
miſs Shelburne, who expreſſed: her grati- 
tude, in the livelteſt terms, for the honour: _ 
her ladyſhip did her, but | modeſtly! and 
palitely diſſented from her opinion, with 
reſpect to the ſuitableneſs. of ſuch an 
union, I., madam,” ſaid the, © am highly 

© pleaſed at the honour. you do me, in 
making me thus your choice, but it | 
| . give me the higheſt concern, to 
* 5 5 be 
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be the young gentleman's. The diſpn- 
:  <mey-of our ages, though trifling, as it is 
bon the wrong fide, would be, with me; 


ua ſtrong ohjection, had J, even a mind 
capable of reliſhing the gaieties of life, 
* - +and'a body unimpaired by years of ſick- 
* neſs ;' but, depreſſed as E am in ſpirit, and 
© emaciated in conſtitution, how unpardon- 
able a folly would it be to unite myſelf 
to -blooming youth, full health, and 
F heart - felt vivacity? No, my good lady 
Brigbtley, added ſhe, was I capable of 
acting ſo inconſiſtently with reaſon and 
* propriety, I ſhould ill deſerve the diſtinc- 
5 tion * —— valued faq] .-!.1; 
45 cr 2257 2IRCILDG 67 
1 hay: Brightley had Sas ue leaſt ſuſ · 
1 picion of her ſiſter's flame, until fir Wil- 
lam toaſted the curate, with an expreſſive 
archneſs. Mrs. Ann's cheeks would, und 
doubtedly, have been ſuffuſed with w ver- 
million dye, had they not been t60. long 
confirmed in a ſelf. colour to admit-of any 
# | vilible change ; _ __ dee 
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Wikingly intelligent, and her fearures v un- 
derwent fereral reſentful alceratiana. 


"My Ivar, faid lady vg. i 75 
ſing Sir William, you have frequently. at... 
pleaſed your aunt, by what 1 have, Af 22 A 
*therto, conſidered as unmeaning raillery; 17 
but I now begin to think I have been c 
e ttemely dull, and that there is really 
«ſomething in the wind, with reſpect to 
* Mr. Slaughter, and inſiſt upon being no 
owe! excluded from the aut ſecret. 

19H a faid ele: Lis virgin, 
fr William has no other foundation for 
his mirth, than che deſire of diſcompoſing 
* me; and it is with concern, that I find 
myſelf unequal to defeat his purpoſe. 
And can you, my good, religious auat; 
( interpoſed the baronet) without-a breach 
* of your honour and veracity, affirm, that 
« you have never, even in thought, favour- 
edi my honeſt tutor ?* I can,” replied 
Mis. Ann, and do. oben affirm : ; 
* never have,” 


K& _ -* 2 
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Nor, reſumed fr William, have your 
a never by any one kind act, or condeſcen - 
ion, given him reaſon to hope for, or ſo- 
icit, your fayourable conſideration?” It 
s very extraordinary, returned Mrs. Ann, 
t that I am to be treated with ſo little re- 
: * *ipeQ, as to have my actions canvaſſed, 
Land my intentions pried into, by my ne- 
| <-phew, TRE ns bs 

i es | 
4 Andes, fiſter, ſai lady Brightley, ; aps. 
© pearances are ſtrongly againſt you; for I 
vcannot perceive the leaſt im propriety or 
«diſreſpet- in my ſon's behaviour. | You- 
devade his queſtion with unreaſonable re- 
*ſentment, for what, you would perſuade 
me, is merely a jeſt; can ſuch a conduct 
b be conſiſtent with, . * "_ or- 
A od nature ?? | 


* 


ff 


5 " «Madam, returned fe William, * ads aunt 
1 Lis rather impolitic in her proceedings, if 
3 <guilty., I „in ſome meaſure, culpable, if 
85 the. is innocent. But I think it is highly 
improper. 


* - 
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improper that any perſon ſhould be pere. 


* mitted, with impunity, to write letters in 


| © her name, eſpecially of the nature, tomy 
c certain knowledge, one has been written. 


The addreſs is to Mr. Slaughter, and is. 


« ſubſcribed Ann Brightley ;-it:fel into my 
hand by accident, and I now put it into 
« your ladyſhip's ; by the contents of which 
© you will be enabled to judge, whether 
£ ] had not ſome mn liber- 1 


nn taken.“ E i jel 


lady Brightley, Mrs. Anne made an unſucs. 
ceſsful attempt to ſeize it; and was ſo much 


diſconcerted at this incidental detection of 


her weakneſs, that ſhe flung out of the 


i fir William e TIE paper to 


ay 


room, and haſtened to her chamber, to. i 


conceal. her ſhame and rage, at the ſame. i 


time determining not to continue longer 


under that roof, than ſhe could handſomely. 
accept of her admirer's habitation, for an 


alylum and protection from the inſults and 


impertinence of a couple of boys who, in 
ber * n ims. 
_ prudently.” 
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Lady Brinkley dams: 
wick this genuine proof of her ſiſter's frail- 


thy and acknowledged” it ſurpaſſed every 
thing ſhe had ever met with, or conceived 


. N 


> ts =; 
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Sir Williaarchen relate ee s : 

B he had made, and had the pleaſure to find i 

© his mother was become ſuſceptible of 
F apirth; and added, that he was indebted: 
10 his aunt's careleſſneſs for the poſſeſſion 

of her unprecedented epiſtle, having picked 
it up in the lobby that very morning. It 
was 2 copy, verbatim, of the letter already 
inſerted: Mus. Ann having, in all proba- 
bality;- cranſcribed it, more than once, be- 


8 n 18 and unexs 
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© tured her perſon, unattended, to the cu- 


eee e being, moſt fortu- 
2 yas: 10 ki nately, 


THETR: W A 
nately, employed im vriting to her father, 
the lover's enjoyed a comfortable téte 
tate. The lady was uncommonly kind and 
complying, the gentleman particularly ur 
gent and warm in his importunity, inſol! 
much that it was agreed between then; to- 
take advantage of the very firſt viſit the 
paſtor ſhould pay his cure, to-redreſs their 
leveral grievances, and tie the indifſaluble- 
knot. Until which-happy period, the lady 
Was well eee * n ſee- _ 

. 1 13 | 

A Mr: bois Aber eben 
ing good fortune, and yielding to the 
tranſports with which his heart wan informs + 
ed, had the temerity to apply his teverend 
lips to the ſacred hand of the chaſte Mis: 
Ann Brightiey, who but faintly reſiſtod ts 

preſumiag preſſure. Miſs Shelburhe, have _ 
ing diſpatched ker employment, was ſb in- 
conſiderate as to enter the parlour with- 
out giving this happy pair any previous . 
notice, and ſurpriſed the divine in che verx 
ay above-mentioned," to the unſpeakable _ 
con- 
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- eonfulion'of each of the . partyi 
The young lady affected to be unconſcious 
of having committed a fault, and Mrs. Ann 
Brightley returned home extremely well 
ſatisfied. | Purſuant to a reſolution. formed 
at the parſon's, Mrs. Ann remained invi- 
* fible to the whole family at the hall, ex- 
deept one ſervant: of her own ſex, dur- 
ing a complete fortnight; at the expira- 
tion of which time; a ſtrange gentleman 
arriving to take poſſeſſion of Brightley liv- 
ing, on the preferment of the late incum- 
- a ſmall addition was made to the 
curate's ſalary, and the morning of the 

Wes departure, gave to. Mr. Slaughter 
an beipmeet: for him, to Mrs. Anna 

huſband and protector, to lady Brightleyß 
an humble brother, to ſir William a ſub⸗ 
miſſive; uncle, to miſs Shelburne: a croſs 
—— onto ans Mr. Stevens, an in- 
„ eee ee AHI wt 
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de ſecretly rejoiced at it. Hier lady hig 


| conſtantly” requeſted on ſuch occafions! 
Mr. and Mrs. Finch, preſerved a tolerable. 


| bling the former, as to ſcarcely-deſervethe 
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to the agreeable ſurpriſe of ſir William, 
was daily promoting ſome little excutſion, 
and che company of miſs Sheldurne was 


underſtanding with the curate and his lady; 
as the 'pleaſore- of ſeeing miſs Shelburne: 
depended upon it; the only circumſtance. |. 
capable of i inciting . to 5 N. diſſes. 
. 8 bu OO VR 2 

Two ani cliples in e = | 
lity, each ſucceeding day ſo nearly reſem- 


128 


diſtinction of a- new one, when the long 


expected arrival- of Mr. Stapleton and his 


grand - daughter, by affording matter for 
ſpeculation, might — be- e to _ iß 


a ROT Wee mn 248 


The ladies: nh allembled- a 4 Nun 


F inch's when the cavalcade paſſed by. The 


old man was mounted upon an ancient one 
eyed pony, become perfectly lame by-infirs. 
7 N | | mities. | 


# 
wy 
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: _ feſhment..ary his bouſe, adding, that he 


\ <= 


"BP 1 1 


2 feeding... Upon; dhe back 


wog legged. lean mare, behind far- 
mer Johnſan, was the young lady exalted, 


_ who clung, with viſible apprehenſion, to- 


the honeſt farmer's broad belt, with which. 
he had hegirt himſelf, for her convenience 
and ſafety. The head of an attendant 
 Blough-boy juſt appeared, ſuperior to a. 


| brace of portmanteaus, by which he was 


_ encaled,: and it wag apparent, by the doci- 
ty of. the animal he was. accommodated: 
with, that it was no * a beaſt of burchens 


eee ere 


» The. — — avichs 
Kr, Finch t intraduce the ſtrangers, 
nithaut an ceremony, in their travelling; | 
cheſſes, as they were impatient to ſee, 
nnd converſe with ſuch. originals, This 
good gentleman, euer willing, to oblige his 


_ friends, ſtepped out, and telling Mr. Sta- 


Pton his name, preſſed him, with great 
pPoliteneſs, to alight, asd take ſome re- 


en — mcans have. 3 


12 


* 
* 
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 preffive terms, for his civilitys. hut would 
have declined the invitation; had not mils. 
Caroline declared that it would be highly 
grateful to her, to bait far a ſhort; time, a$: 


by the violent (and 0 her uncommon}: 


motion of the horſe. [343] ifs (> (!8 0 | 54 IW 5 
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2 The young ee Sona Mel. 
Flach Rod prevailed; haſtened to-mifs'Fors | 


teſcueꝰs aſſtſtance, and conductec har into 


the parlbr t the no ſimell ſatitfactiom of 
every party. But, notwichſtandiag ſhe really 


ſtood in noed of fome reſpite, from the ca- 


rying trot of the hard ungain mare, which 


| Intermilſion;/fiſe cqulil not be ſatis led until 


her grandfather was equally: at eaſe; and 


ſuch natural tenderneſs. and affectionate 
effiduty for his welfare, was apparent in: 
her whole deportmant, as could not fall: 


oc. xy 15 | 1 pte 


me found herſelf greatly fatigued and fai. 


tad continued for ſome miles, without 


q 


. 


ken S- 1 * 
pere ing the Ipeckators en 
2 | by convincing them; that her deficien- 
Rp Cy, in what is called good breeding, was | 
| * attiply compenſated by a good diſpoſed and 
ae re une waer 


of 
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entered the parlor, you muſt not expect 


3 Neko ſervant, your ſervant; ladies fd 
* r. Stapleton; nodding his head, as ho 


| Cmuchipolitencſs from an old man, loaded 
e with grief and infirmities. 1 have, con- 
tinued he, (taking a chair by lady Bright- 
ley) © performed @ great work in reaching: 
this place. It isa tedious journey from 
London but if my Garoline!s health re-- 
*:ceives:that. benefit 8 — 

Lr from renting mp-underaking” : 
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Sir,“ ſaid lady: Brightley, iiwith hee: 


e ebe, 1 hope you will nor be 


F $:difappointed in your wiſhes. That young 
| Slady* (direfting her eyes towards miſs 
Shelburne) was, in-appearance,.ina.muck - 
— ſtealth chan miſs Forteſcue, 


* 5 hen 


THEIR, Hun 1 


hem ſhe came amongſt us, though the 
has now but olittle e li in her 
Leountenance. rie len 300 dion eats 


God bleſs her, God bieſs ber? revann-- 4 
d Mr. Stapleton, | * ſhe has a good-natured 
t face, and that is every thing. My girl _. 
0 can never be dull, if ſhe is favoured with 
© the acquaintance of ſuch company. Her 
mother,“ (continued he, ſighing) * had 
© but little ſatisfaction of that kind, as I 
£ dernde a widower when ſhe was only an 
infant, but this poor girl! is my all, and 
1 would wiſh her to make ſome valuable 
« friendſhips, as a ſecurity againſt her 
5 relapſing into that dejection her mother's 
death brought upon her, and which, 1 
© am. afraid, is only ſuppreſſed, not ſub- 
< dued, out of tenderneſs to me, and in 
© order to mitigate my affliction. 1 Cans 
© not ſay,” continued the old man, but! 
© feel myſelf anxious to ks her ſettled 1 
with an indulgent huſband before my de- 
< parture, as a young woman, motherleſs, 
£1 know by experience, is too much ex-. 


* poſed 


i 214 «| of Et Sin 
poſed to many auge. br eircomffances, 3 
Ix well as impropricties; eſpecially, when 

Aber father's whole attention is engrofſed 
5 N one rel rr 


Do not, rbettech pod. e bee 


Ev papa, ſaid miſs Forteſcue, talk in this 


Eferious manner, my ſpirits will not at 
preſent bear it. J hope you will, in mercy 

to me, be ſpared many years, at leaſt 
2. until you have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 

e me atrain a more prudent and ſteady age, 
£ and a ſufficient knowledge of life, to ſe- 
r cure me from evil; which is the utmoſt 


8 2 * N 0 ng; 
oo jute, wiſe" Fa Mrs. _ for 
= 8 1⁰ young 4 lady, with uncommon propri- 
ery, for to be capable of diſtinguiſhing 
©right, from wrong, with reſolution to 
> hi former, and reje& the latter, 
5 0 33 the higheſt þ Iman attain- 


Nie 
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- Sir William examined, with particular 
attention, the countenance of miſs For- 
teſcue, in which conſcious innocence was 
ſtrongly depicted. The graces played in a 
lovely dimple that adorned her cheek,” her 
manners were unaffefted, gentle, and en- 
gaging. She was a Child of nature, like 
himſelf, her fortune very conſiderable, her 
age ſuitable to this own, he therefore be- 
gan to conceive, that ſhe would infallibly 
inſpire him with the ſame tender ſentiments 

For her, his friend 1 for miſs 
Shelburne. * 


His * indeed Ger went no un- 
common palpatations. He heard her pro- 
poſe taking leave, without concern, nor 
did he feel any folicitude for a ſecond in- 
terview. But, as he was a novice in the 
myſtery of love, he was far from imagin- 
ing he was proof againſt her charms, and 
as the coup d' Oeil did not wound, perſuad- 
ed himſelf, that it was not by ſurpriſe, but 
2 regular and continued attack, he was to 
be taken. He returned home replete with 


this 


' r 43 
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this fancy, and, in reality, thought»of 


Iau ile zhar young Jody: the e 
8 
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" Tady Keightley's ; Wee 1 was no 10 


: employed by. miſs Forteſcue, than the ba- 
©. - Tonct's.. Fifty thouſand pounds ſhe had 
ws learnt, from Mr. Finch's relation, was the 
l eaſt of her expectations. Her beauty and 

innocence, were, in her opinion, irreſiſtible 
Attractions, and doubted: not but time 
would give her to her for a daughter - in- 
law. She little imagined that fir William's 
heart (free as ſhe knew it to be from every 


prepoſſeſſion to impede her conqueſt) could 
3 unſuſeeptible of her merit, and as her 
Approbation was ever ready, where his 
happineſs ſeemed to be concerned, ſo, in 
* found herſelf perfectly well - 
alfected towards him. The obſcurity of 


7 > aa Forteſcue's life, her unqueſtionably 
untainted manners, and innate. propriety 


of ſentiments, induced her to wiſh an union 
between them 0 take place, and de- 
5 _.._- termined 


-,, > 
ws i 
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"fk goding himſelf OR and | 
gien for ſleep, aroſe at four o clock, 


and woods, into his. friend's apartment. 


© Steyen's,? ſaid he, drawing a chair to his 
bedſide, 48 you are à profeſſed lover, I am 
© come to compare notes, and .methinks it. 

© would give me great pleaſure to be aſſur- 


ed, that my heart was informed with (ac- 
"4 cording to the poetical deſcription) a 


gentle, generous paſſion. If I may be al- 
© lowed to be a competent judge of my 


own caſe, I ſhould pronounce myſelf free, 


© with reſpect to miſs F orteſcue, notwith-, 

« ſtanding my fleep has / forſaken me, and 

© ſhe has been the chief object 2 S 

*cemplations? + Fed 
| FI 


| Mr. Snot ps at he Es tA X 


feſſion, acknowledged the lady's great 


merit, but declared it to be his opinion 


that fir William had received (if WIT da 
a very flight wound. | 3 
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e Whether 1 mould be able to obtain her 


s aon Nr Res 
e , Suite) nee dees % 


4 longer conceal the folly of my heart from 


9 © you. It is your ſiſter, and your ſiſter 


<only, that 1 find myſelf inclined to with 


« hould be lady Brighdley,/ ignorant 'as I 


Sam of her tions, and uncertain as it 


n e of 


ORE | it,” ws 


% P > 


1 repeated Mir. Sins wht 


umaffekted aftoniſhment, © what foundation 


< ypon earth have you, fir, for ſuch u fancy?“ 


Sir William was going to reply, bur Mr. 


Stevens continued, you would ſoon be cur- 


ed of your chimerical inclination, if you 


could have a fight of her; ſhe is, I moſt ac- 


<knowledze, à good gifl, or ar leaſt my 


* partiality induces me to think her ſo, war 


2s to her perſon, it is as 4. an as Lg” 


ane, reach?" teck 


* * . A. 4 
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—— Stewens, eee 


ronet, little apprehended you would at- 
l * to deceive me. I have deen ena- 


©. 


Turin Hvnovs, 72 219. 
: bled to judge of your ſiſter's perſon from, 
* a deſcription which I will believe to be. a, 5 


* true one, and poſitively. declare, that 
[3 were 1 maſter of my own wag not a 
fingle week thould paſs, 

© have occular conviction, whether the idea 
J entertain of her is Juſt or not. Surely, 


aged he, that unnatural grandfather of 
* yours, will not go unpupiched, for ſuffer- 


ing ſuch worthy ned, Mrs. and 5 


* mils Stevens, to experience the incon- b 


* venience of _ narrow. circumſtances. I. 


© ſuppoſe I ſhall make you lift your eyes, 
*a ſecond time, with wonder and amaze- 


ment, when I communicate a ſcheme. 


4 haye, this morning, formed in my 
* imagination, and only Wait until Mr. 


| 6 Finch's PEA bar > to 9 into exe - | | 


"ROM, 


"Mr, Stevens remained Gleat, fr Wü. 
am 's declaration, cancergiag his ſiſter, hay 
ing, alarmed him not a little, as he was ap- 


prehenſive lady . 10-44 ns oy 
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chat he had endeavoured to becher ber 

ion in his ſiſter's favour. It was, indeed, 
nan action he was incapable of, had he even 
thought it practicable, and, he was well 

aaſſured, would be deemed a | cipicil erime, 

1 From the W of their fortunes. | 


< You are a, Frank; 1 find | 
,reſumed the baronet, to mortify me, or 
you would have expreſſed a curioſity to 


| 3 Kknow tlie ſcheme I mentioned, I will ne- 


0 yertheleſs reveal it for my own ſatisfac- 
2. tion. Mr. Finch had formerly ſome ac- 
< quaintance with your mother, and would, 
I am perſuaded, gladly renew it, if he 
had an opportunity: it is, thetefore, my 
intenkion to requeſt him to give Mrs. 
and miſs Stevens, an invitation to Bright- 
ley, that I may no longer remain in doubt 
and uncertainty. By that means they 
© will alſo have the pleaſure of ſeeing you, 
-© a" pleaſure they will not otherwiſe, per- 
| -* haps, enjoy for many years, for as my 
mother will not truſt me out of her ſight, 
er fear of loſing me, To ſhould I be 


+ equally. 


uz Howous 22 


Tequally unwilling,; from the ſame cofiſi- 
deration, to part from you for, to be 
ſerious, Stevens, I find my felicity is. 
much centered in your continuance with, 
8 * and unabated MT IP to me:? 


= Sir, ald Mr. ral” vs hope I ſhall | 
© never" either forfeit your good opinion, 
©or render the continuation of it rand A 
© to you, by oppoſing your inclinations z-+ 
but you mult permit me, on this oc. 
ö e ſion, to difſuade you from the reſolution 
© you have taken with regard to my family,”- 
What end can your ſeeing my ſiſter an-" 
© ſwer ? Was her form to pleaſe; your eye, 
* conſider, fir, what mortification you might 
draw upon yourſelf, by incurring lady 
©Brightley's diſpleaſure? And what real 
unhappineſs you would bring upon me? 
Poor Fanny's heart is, at preſent, undiſ- 
*turbed and ſerene, ſhe is a ſtranger alike 
©tolove and ambition, a journey to Bright- 
© ley would, but too probably, inſpire her 
* with both, and the infallible conſequence 
© muſt be miſery. to herſelf, her mother, 
„„ 15 g” 


+ 
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and the "FI you honour with the rams ; 
1 *of friend.” . | 


= * 


18 *You : are, Grate * ſaid fir William, 


£ © the molt whimſical and romantic fellow 


"© that ever exiſted, Pray, now, fayour me 
a Wich a 3 of thoſe weighty objec- 


+. got io many pence as 1 have, that would 
C Teally be an important conſideration, if 
„money could purchaſe, for its poſſeſſors, 
: either health .c or contentment here, or fe- 
C *liciy hereafter ; but as the wealth of Cree- 
+ ſus would be unavailing in thoſe reſpedts, 
« and my eſtate is unencumbered with the 
* tax of younger children's fortunes, and I 
d not intend to endow a monaſtery with 
* any part of it, or deal out the minuteſt por- 
* tion to fatten a praying levite for the good 
* of my. departing ſoul, I think I may be al- 


4 lowed co indulge my own inclination in the 
| 6 Choice 
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choice of a wite; unleſs I was" diſpoſed 
to chuſe unworthily, or chat my mother 
would with me to remain a batchelor, 
until 1 attain the ſame j udicious period, 
at which my good aunt Ann thought 
proper to diſpoſe of herſelf, and in order 
* to ſecure me from an early, expoſe ine 
? to the danger of falling into an untimely, 
* folly, as that dear relation bas (er me a 
curious example. A tap at the door pre- 
vented Mr, Stevens replying. The ſervant, 
at fir William's command, entered, and 
delivered a letter to Mr. Stevens, inkaibed $ 
| un * 


'To Frances omen theſe, 


and which, to his inflate afliftion. [and 
_—_ contained the iwllowng words,” 


o I have no lf providemilly, ow A 

© unexpectedly, | diſcovered, | that 

« ee is an intrigue carrying on, between 
you and my niece, Lucy Shelburne, I 
; think it Incumbent upon me (to prevent 
1 L. 4 | ©hep 


Een Sr» Ii 


her becoming a ſubject of ridicule for the 
hole neighbourhood) to inform you, that 
Qall future viſits from you at the parſonage 
* houſe, would not only be unacceptable, 
but abſolutely prohibited, if attempted. 
1 would: wiſh, from a principle of can- 
- £< dour, that my niece might be ſaved from 
the diſagreeable extremity of being ex- 
b poſed, in ſo indelicate a light, to my ſer- 
| . © vant, as the prohibition of your ſeeing 
| © her would neceſſarily ſet her in, by put- 
ting her encouragement of your preſump- 
© tuous addreſſes beyond a doubt. In my 
© opinion, a ſmaller fortune than twelve 
.* thouſand pounds would ſuit a dependant, 
and an alliance of infinite inferiority to fir 


226 


| William Brightley“ 8, be no diſgrace to 


the man, who was but the other day a 
_ © ftyoller, fortunately picked up by a boy, 
no lefs credulous, than misjudging. 


bis piece of information I will, how- 


Teer, condeſcend to give you, that Ehave 
4 ſo far performed my duty, as to make 
my ſiſter Shelburne acquainted both with 
OT, r merit, and e and dare 

ok believe 


* 
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© believe it will not be long before ſne 


i takes an effectual method, to prevent my 
© neice's marrying a beggar, though a ba- 1 


© ronet's boſom r e 
ee | Aux SLAVGHTzR. | 


desde Mr. Sauen cor ſup- 
port himſelf, with a becoming fortitude, 
under every ſtroke of fate or fortune (ho- 
ever ſevere or mortifying) he had ever bes 
fore experienced, he proved unequal” to 
this. The keen refle&tions upon his paſt 
and prefent circumſtanees, and the ine- 
vitable deſtruction of every humble hope 
he had entertained, with reſpect to miſs 
Shelburne; ſo far , overcame him, that, | 2 
in. the anguiſh of his ſoul; he wept like 
an infant. The humane fir William, 
moſt unfeignedly ſympathiſed with him, 
and was unable, for ſome time, to at- 
tempt offering the leaſt conſolation. The 
means by which this malicious woman ob- 
tained her intelligence, they were at a loſs 
to conjecture, as Mr. Stevens had never 
declared his inclination. for the young lady; 
either to. herſelf,” or any other being, ex- 
[77 © * L 5 8 cept 9 
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dbept the baronet. They ſought in vain 
for a ſolution of this myſtery, and were al- 


moſt tempted to conclude, that the was 


miſtreſs of . ſome magic as diabolical as her 
Proceedings were cruel. Sir William de- 
ſired his friend would give him leave to 


| thew his aunt's laboured epiſtle to lady 


Brightley, which requeſt was unwillingly 
| complied wih by Mr. Stevens, from the 
| apprehenſion, teſt her ladyſhip ſhould ima- 
Sine, that a clandeſtine correſpondence had 
A — aomiadas; boemntn calls She 
burne and him, or attempted on his part, 
Sir W iam undertook to exculpate him, 
and ſoicd, he believed, what he ſhould of- 
fer in his juſtification, would have more 
weight with his mother, than — 
e ents ee 


Her adythip, upon nts Ae 


F- . extremely concerned at her fifter's 


. behaviour, but was not at a loſs to what 
tauſe to impute it. nm 
ber, my dear, ſaid ſhe, that when 
© yas took: the liberty of W a lietle 
OS: . Mr. Stevens, though 
3 : his 
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his politeneſs "refrained him from join- 
ing his voice, yet the ap probation ap- 
parent in his countenance, was ſuffici- 
*.ent to make my ſiſter his enemy, and 
*I am ſorry | had an opportunity of Q 
* obſerving, before ſhe left the hall, that 
* ſhe had forgotten, chat forgiveneſs-of in- 
* juries. was -a- chriſtian virtue. Pot Ste- 


< yens,”. continued her ladyſhip, * this is pu- 


« niſhing a Bight fault with a heavy band 4 
And that good girl, too, will be petſe- 
* cuted into a relapſe, I ſuppoſe, td gratify 


ne — beds : 


* d r William, 
* couldonoe you prove. a common fraend 
to the injured parties, and by your timely 
interpoſition, ſave miſs Sheiburne from 
her motherꝰ's violent temper, and relieve 
poor Stevensꝰs heart from the dejeRion: it 
* now endures? I am confident he ſuffers © 
no leſs upon the lady's-account than his 
4 wn. Surely, my aunt, might have-fixed 

_—_—_— means of puniſhing only che 
* | L 6 | * guilty'3 


| © that miſtaken woman's revenge. [ am 
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© guilty 3 for, I will anſwer for it, that os 


1 gentle miſs Shelburne has never commit- 


© ted my friend's crime, of betraying by; 


ber 2 an genie attachment to- 


5. — eee fd lady W ts 


A ee eee were I-to attempt 


, mitigation of your aunt's wrath, for ſne. 
Shas long caſt off my influence, and all 


 * that 1 could offer would rather ene. 


< . ſoften her.” 
But, e + fir Williaas,. 
© perhaps ſhe would yield this point to her- 
 < huſband's perſuaſion. Vou ate ſenſible, 
"© that both. of them have an avaritious bias, 


Land, for a long time, have had an eye 


: { 


don the preferment in-my gift. Suppoſe 
you were to throw out ſome alarming in- 
* ſinuations concerning the conſequence of 
oſſending me in the perſon of my friend? 
Perhaps, ſuch an honeſt artifice, might 
deter her from a diſhoneſt gratification 
Tal an 6 We at leaſh, 
8 | . madam, 


62> & 
* < # 0 


| » madam, we ſhould be no doſers * the | 
anne. A 


— «Be alfred, 8 NE udn K 
will leave no means untried to ſerve them 
© both in compliance with your requeſt, 

and out of friendſhip to the young folks 
and ſhall moſt ſincerely. rejoice if I can- 
be inſtrumental in averting the thteaten- 
© ing reſult of a complaint to miſs Sheb 

© burne's. friends. But,“ added her lady- 
ſhip,. © there. is ſeldom, ſix William, ſo- 
much ſmoke without ſome fire, and, 
© perhaps, notwithſtanding what your aunt 
1 advances may be merely imaginary, on 
©. her part, yet there may, in reality, be no 
ſmall grounds for ſuch conjectures. Ther 
* are both extremely agreeable, and, to be 
<ingenuous, I once entertained hopes f 
your beholding, miſs Lucy with a Lover's 
che, as. ſuch a daughter wauld have been 
highly acceptable to me. But L am too 

well convinced, that love is an involun- 
tar y paſſion, to blame your inſenſibility; 

Sand. only wiſb, whenever your affectiongn 


= * . 
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Lare engaged, the 2 may be e equally 
ry” Ars 


t —— 


e „adam dad che baronet,“ - without 
—— no woman upon earth 
hall be fi nearty allied to you, as to be- 
Some my wie. Bot, ſurely, all female 
merit is not centered in miſs Shelburne, 
—— — 
Vs, 4 ro eee * 
Mit > i} 

ow „ r A Bean 
. 4 or I ean pereeive that miſs 
neren 
1 dewmente, —— eee rx 
eee WS. -* 


nnn 
and therefore brought his mother to che 
; ernsten of ſencling for the curate, 
burn -timm- concerning his wife's mo- 

tives for writing to Mr. Stevens, as well 

as glatormtiti herſelf whether the miletrief E 
BER TIRE 1 
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— 


9 
P 
— 1 
* 
— 


. was * 
7 2 : * 
* 
. * . * , = * 
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was already irretrievable, an eſſential in- 

formation for the regulation of her future 
meaſures. Mr. Stevens was ſomewhat re- 
vived, on fir William repeating the above 


deſpair of juſtification, ſince lady Bright- 


tey condeſoended to be his — 4 
nnn ad ITY NA ah ; 


* 


Mr. Sloughter, cab „ 
tended. lady Brightley's commands, -as"he 


ſuſpected the cauſe of her requeſting his 


company; and though his heart was far 
from approving che ſteps his good lady 
had taken, yet from his natural love of eaſe 


(or a convenient timidity for the preſerva- 


tion of domeſtic quier) he bad botbeme e- 


| {a his menen 


. 


"He bed di lag bes — WW 


. to lady Brigheley, and wateh every 
turn of her humour, in order to ſuit his 


opinion there to, that he was utterly at a loſs - 


how to act in the nice and eritical nece{- 


ſity he was nn whe ſhould be reduced to. 


1 of 
% 1 | 3 


- 
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bf eithergreſuming to difſent from her lady- 
-  "thip's ſemtiments; or condemn his amiable 
-- -eonfort, either of which. alternatives he was 
- *equally averſe to; Lady Brightley had too | 
much penetration not to comprehend the 
_Perplexity; of this good divine's unmean- 
ing countenance, and, in order to render 
him a little aſſured, ſhe, with her wonted 
good nature, fetched a compaſs before ſhe 
. entered upon her grand deſign, at length . 
Mt. Slaughter, ſaid her ladyſbip, I con- 
feſs myſelf greatly ſurpriſed, by a: letter my 
i ſiſter has thought proper to write (replete 
with invectives) to Mr. Stevens, whom I 
look upon as not only innocent in fact, but 
Fintention. She accuſes him of intriguing 
dine; in aclandeſtine manner, I 
apprehend ſhe means) with miſs Shel- 
burne, an action, which from my heart I 
E believe him incapable of. I ſhould, there- 
«fore take. ĩt as a favour if you would inform 
3 me what grounds ſhe has for ſuch' a ſuſ⸗ 
e picion, and I give you my honor, I. will 
not make an ee uſe of eu * 


. 8 ans ate 1 ha & 6 ww ep Mi, 


| Fhe 


\ 
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he curate was unprepared fot this po+ 
lite application, which not only baniſhed | 
all meaning from his aſpect, but left an 
unſpeakable vacuity in each ſeparate fe- 
ture. He remained ſpeechleſs for a few 


moments, and then twice eſſayed before ge 


had the courage to reply, Mrs. Slaughter, 
my lady, — your ladyſhip muſt underſtand, 
| ©—— Mes. Slaughter' (riveting his- eyes 

upon the crown of his beaver) has un- 
doubted reaſons for her conduct, though 

II muſt confeſs, nm 5 
them.“ * | 


The 3 lady Brightley pitied the 


curate's confuſion, and, with a gentienem 


peculiar to herſelf, brought him inſenſibly * 
to an unreſerved confeſſion, of 2 ſhe an ; 
ed to be woes of. | 9755 


It ee. by his report, chat wis | 


Shelburne, in order to while away a tedi- 
, ous. melancholy. hour, had paraphraſed a 
poem Mr. Stevens had lent her, and as his 

game was, perhaps, the moſt eligible ts 


234 e In. 
ber jnmgjnation, he had beſtowed i opor 
the hero. This litele, innocent perform- 
{ces by ſome unlucky chance, had fallen 

foundation of the heavy imputations ſhe 
had caſt upon Mr. Stevens, and incited 
her, as a demonſtration of her ſiſterly re · 
dd, 0 repreſent this harmleſs action, in 
the darkeſt light, to Mrs. Shelburne. This 
malicious intelligence had been diſpatched, 
previous to her letter to Mr. Stevens, and 
* was now 9 | 


| . unable to refoiin from 
2 Sending againſt the malevolence of her 
| Siſter's diſpoſition ; the diſpleaſure the ex- 
prefied, wounded the paſſive huſband's 
Pride, though he, at the ſame time, felt 
the juſtice of her ladyſhip's reflections, 
wich the keeneſt mortification, nor could 
he, in conſcience, attempt to extenuate 
the ſelf-evident malignancy of his rib's pro- 


| cetdings. Senfible of the ſmall figure he 
1 e de ventured. to tile, and made an 
*. | : 34 anc 


Ds $®, 
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effort to retire; in which he had "the Felicity | 


of not being oppoſed, nnn 
i the-rirolt EiatiafiGtion of Hear, 
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Lady Brightley condi hs ;nfor- 6 
mation the had obtained to fir Wilkam, 
und they mutually eoneluded that, as no- 
thing Could de done to prevent Mrs. 
Slaugliter's M-nartire, the difagreeable con- 
_ ſequence muſt be putientiy endured. Sir 
'Williarh wen made Mr. and Mfrs: Finn 
cccuaitted With tlie Mair, who watited do 
new ineitement to diſeſteem Mrs. Saugt 
ter. They expreſſed great concern for the 
prejadiee the had done miſs Shelburne and 
Mr. Stevens. I muſt acknowledge,” aid 


Mr. Finch, that your aunt's malice has, 


for once, exceeded my expectations f 
"© her; for I really believed that ſhe would 
never have fo far loſt fight of appearances, 2? 

* as ſhe has now dene. There is nothing,” 
added he, © that I would leave unattempted 
ts defeat her cruel purpoſes, could we 
but ſuggeſt the means of puniſhing her. 
ay an involving her amiable niece. - 1 
| ? dam 5 | 


1 


3 Then: nz 2190- - 
lam but a vile plotter, continued this- 
good man, but. I-would, in this caſe, rum 


; © ſome. hazards,- with pleaſure,:.to-counter= - 
work ber . e * 


* 


r 


e eee eee held, "x "OM 
I | ſucceſs; for as Mrs. Slaughter condeſcend- 


* ed to act the duenna, and watch, with the 


4 ſtricteſt circumſpection, every motion of her 
nice, it was impoſſible to obtain Mr. Shel- 
7 burne's addreſs, or ſtrike, out any means 
of ſerving the young lady, unacquainted, . 
as they all were, with the particular turn 


off, her father's diſpoſition. It was there- - 


* 
4 2 77S 
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|, fore. determined, for fear of. aggravating | 
matters, to leave them, until ſome favour-. 
eee js-the-henc chex-fourk 


1 bet. malicious woman,” Gia: Nn 
, - Finch, «as ſhe finds in her own breaſt an - 
*- * incapacity for delight, is reſolved to ren- 
der herſelf an interruption to the felicity - 
of her neighbours. The diſturbance ſhe 
* has now. ee muſt, infallibly, af- 
28 | F-4 eck 
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fest each member of this little friend 


* village ſociety; even Mr. Stapleton, and 
Miſs Forteſcue, though but newly initi- 


= ated, will not eſcape their ſhare of mor- 


r tification, as our meetings will not be ſo 
frequent as uſual. I had a viſit, added 
Mr. Finch, from: the old man yeſterdax 
morning, when 1 had full empleyment, 
to anſwer all his queſtions, concerning 
your name, family, and fortune. He is 


mother and you, and is (to uſe his own” 
expreſſion.) ambitious of obtaining ſo 
worthy an alliance for his poor girl. He 
- © ſays, if you can like her perſon, he will 
undertake: to remove every other ohjec- 
tion, at leaſt, as far as ſome thouſands 
will go: What ſay you, baronet ?* con- 
tinued this gentleman, are you willing to 
« dignify miſs prong ih with the title of 
6 eee et ere | N 425 wh br ay A 
"<A have not yet? replied the e 
v4 (had ſufficient acquaintance with the young- 
2 - ady, to be a judge of her qualifications. 
ati | *It 


© impatient for a ſecond interview with your» 


=. 


3 _g% | .EacnSrxin | 

It is a companion, Mr. Finch, not an ad- 
<digianat fortune, I ſhould ſeck in a wife; 

e conſequently, an extenſive knowledge of 
her diſpoſition ue * 1 e 
— Nenner 


* 8 2 
D445; : 234 06 


e 
Finch. e eee. unpromiſing ap- 
1 and can your youthful heart 
B ebe in reatiry;/ fo diſintereſted, as to re- 
ect ſeventy or eighty thouſand pounds, 
. «becauſe a pretty girl of fixteen, to Nin 
Don might have ſome rr 


— 


we me tr? fig — eee 
— ſir, in hat particular the noting | 
_ ©fition of wealth could avail me, ſituated, 
s Jam; in a remote corner of the world, 
unknown to every ſpecies of luxury and 
s extravagance? Were I ambitious of en · 
$ larging my gardens, or modernizing my 
« habitation, the yearly unexpended thou- 
*:fands ef my paternal inheritance, would 
. any gratify that with, Wha other de- 


* ü . 


7 
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; © ſires could ariſe, or expen e purſuits al- i 
© lure, tera ſmall crete we ws e 3 
. re | < 


"OY Well, well, ” rote 4 Nr Finch, . 4 
© time, and the lady's charms, I commit 
you, and doubt not, but their united 

© force will prove too ſtrong for your wiſe 


dom. If we can obtain lady Brightley's © 


< approbation, I ARCO the yy ; 
© to be half made.” ; | 


Notwithſtanding fir Willian $ fole-n mo- 

tive for calling upon Mr. Finch, was to re? 
queſt a favour already mentioned, with re- 
ſpect to Mr. Stevens's family, yet was he 
_ reſtrained from commugicating this deſire 


of his heart, by a conſciouſneſs of the 


whimſical light he - muſt appear in, to a 
man of Mr. Finch's underſtanding, if he 


acknowledged the imaginary paſſion, by 


which he was ſo ingenious as to diſturb his 
repoſe; and, finding a diſinclination in 
himſelf for farther converſation, as he had 
not the courage to make the unſeen object 
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N p his admiration the ſubject, pereeiviag 
BH his friend Stevens walking penſively at a 
diſtance, he took a ſudden and unceremo- : 


nious leave of the captain, and joined that „ 


»A. 
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